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£ 941,000 
will help 
council fill 
potholes 

SANDWELL is to get nearly 
£lm to repair its potholed 
roads. 

The Government said this 
week that councils in the 
Black Country and Stafford¬ 
shire would be given £7.2 
million to repair and main¬ 
tain roads. 

Sandwell will receive 
£941,000. Dudley will get 
£726,000, Walsall £540,000, 
and Wolverhampton will get 
£527,000. Staffordshire is to 
get £4.5m. 

But the Government also 
told the councils that they 
would have to give details of 
how they intend to spend the 
cash to improve roads as a 
condition of receiving the 
funding. 

The money is part of a 
£215 million pot announced 
by the Chancellor George 
Osborne in his recent 
autumn statement and is on 
top of the £3 billion councils 
were given for maintenance 
between 2011 and 2015. 

Transport secretary 
Patrick McLoughlin said: 
“This funding can be spent 
on measures to bring 
smoother, safer and more 
reliable journeys to the trav¬ 
elling public.” 

Councils will have to show 
residents how their money is 
being spent by publishing a 
short statement on their 
websites each year. 

Huge haul of 
illegal booze 

THOUSANDS of illegal cans 
of beer and bottles of wine 
which would have deprived 
taxpayers of around £40,000 
in lost duty were seized in 
West Bromwich. 

Officers from HM 
Revenue and Customs dis¬ 
covered the haul, enough to 
fill an articulated lorry, at 
two units at a self-storage 
facility, on December 7. 

The haul included 14,640 
cans of Carling, Stella and 
Fosters, 3,240 bottles of 
Stella and Desperados, and 
11,500 bottles of wine. 

No arrests were made and 
investigations are continu¬ 
ing. 


BUG FORCES SCHOOLS 
TO SEND PUPILS HOME 


Asda staff dash to help with Christmas tree 


SUPERMARKET staff 
spread a little Christmas 
cheer when they answered 
an SOS from a cancer suf¬ 
ferer. 

The staff from an Asda 
store in West Bromwich 
heard about a seasonal 
emergency at the home of 
Karen McGranaghan, and 
sprang into action. 

Mrs McGranaghan was 
brought a Christmas tree 
from the store by some 
friends. 

But when the mother of four 
and grandmother of eight 
tried to put it in place, she 
found she could not manage 
it. And she had no-one to call 
on to help her out. 

The 51-year-old who has 
been battling the disease 
since the age of 28, decided 
to call the Asda Great Bridge 
store to see if they could talk 
her through how to put it up. 

Struggling 

She said: “My friends are 
from Gloucester so they 
couldn’t take it back or help 
me out, and I just could not 
do it myself, so I phoned up 
the store for some advice on 
what to do.” 

The kind-hearted store 
staff realised Ms 
McGranaghan was strug¬ 
gling, so within two hours of 
her call, two Asda staff 
members arrived at her 
Guns Lane home to put the 
tree up for her. 

She said: “I couldn’t 
believe it. 

“When they told me they 
would phone me back I 
thought I wouldn’t hear 
from them again. So to have 
them come round to put it up 
was fantastic,” said a 
delighted Ms McGranaghan. 

“They were just lovely to 
me, and I am ever so grateful 
for the effort they made.” 



Karen McGranaghan from West Bromwich with her Asda Christmas tree 


Report by Lisa Wright 


HUNDREDS of school pupils across 
Sandwell were sent home early for 
this year’s Christmas holidays as 
winter vomiting bug norovirus took 
hold in the borough. 

Four schools closed early for an unexpected and 
unwanted extra break after pupils and members of 
staff were struck down with the bug. 

Lyng Primary School in 
Horton Street, West 
Bromwich was closed today 
(Thursday) and tomorrow 
after more than 100 pupils 
and six members of staff 
went down with norovirus. 

Glebefields Primary, in 
Sandgate Road, Tipton, sent 
pupils home on Tuesday and 
will be closed for the rest of 
the week. 

And Wednesbury Oak 
Primary in Greenacre Road, 

Tipton, also closed early for 
Christmas after about 50 
children fell ill 

The fourth school to close 
is All Saints in Wilford Road, 

West Bromwich. 

Visitors 

Staff at The Woodsetton 
School, Tipton Road, 

Dudley, reported that some 
children had gone home sick 
with the bug but said they 
had been able to stay open. 

Bosses at Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals 
NHS Trust closed five wards 
at Sandwell Hospital in West 
Bromwich and three at City 
Hospital in Birmingham. 

All wards at both sites were 
also closed to visitors. 

However, chiefs said the 
closures did not affect criti- 


Free hearing help for over-55s 

FREE hearing aids will be available for people over 55 in 
Sandwell thanks to a new service from the Primary Care 
Trust with opticians and The Hearing Company. A hearing 
test, hearing aids and aftercare will all be free. Walsall, 
Wolverhampton and Dudley PCTs are all taking part, and 
people can be referred by their GPs. 



Glebefields Primary 
School, Tipton 


cal care, paediatrics, mater¬ 
nity, the Birmingham and 
Midland Eye Centre, or out¬ 
patient clinics and services. 

Health bosses have said 
almost 880,000 people could 
have been affected by the 
bug nationally. 

John Harris, of the Health 
Protection Agency, said: 
“Norovirus is very conta¬ 
gious. The infection is short¬ 
lived although it is very 
unpleasant.” 

Across the region many 
schools still open saw class 
numbers plummet. 

Tens of thousands of 
people in the region are 
thought to have been 
affected by the outbreak. 


Nissan's 
move set 
to spread 
jobs joy 

SOME 50 companies in the 
West Midlands, including 
one in Wednesbury, are 
expected to benefit from 
Nissan’s decision to build a 
new luxury car in the UK. 

The Japanese-owned car 
firm will manufacture the 
new model at its plant in 
Sunderland, which has 
6,000 workers. 

The move will create 
1,000 jobs with a £250 
million investment. 

And Staffordshire and 
West Midlands manufactur¬ 
ers are expected to benefit. 

About 50 companies in the 
West Midlands make compo¬ 
nents that already feed into 
the Nissan plant, including 
Tallent Automotive at 
Cannock, which makes 
chassis and suspension 
products, and Kuka in 
Wednesbury, a robotics firm 
that provides equipment for 
the Nissan production line. 

All the companies will be 
lining up, alongside other 
component manufacturers, 
hoping to win a slice of the 
work supplying parts for the 
new Nissan. 

The car, built under 
Nissan’s Infiniti premium 
brand, will be produced from 
2015 and exported around 
the world, the firm said. 

Around 280 of the new 
jobs will be in Sunderland, 
with the rest at other UK 
sites. 

Tesco hope 
for workless 

PEOPLE who have been out 
of work for more than four 
months will be given the 
first chance to apply for jobs 
at the £200 million Tesco 
development in West 
Bromwich. 

Jobcentre Plus said a 
guaranteed number of jobs 
would be available for people 
out of work since August 4. 

Tesco said it was working 
with the organisation and 
also with Sandwell Council 
to ensure those looking for 
work got a chance to apply. 

A phone hotline for those 
who have not worked since 
August 4 will be set up in the 
week of February 4. It will 
close when all spaces are 
filled. 



and Drive this Christmas, 

l take all the hassle away and call 

You can book a car for 
as little as £ 2 . 60 * in 
all Sandwell areas 


[COUNnTnY/iC»RSj 


Be safe and secure with County Cars 

0121 522 2233 

*dependent on mileage 


* 

ft 


Santa might use his sleigh...but YOU can use County Cars. We’ll get you there...before it 9 s too late! 
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Drink sensibly and stay safe, experts urge 


A CAMPAIGN is under way in 
Sandwell to encourage sensible and 
safe drinking over Christmas and 
the New Year. 

Local health and community safety 
chiefs want to reach out to people 
who may be drinking too much and 
causing problems to themselves and 
others. 

The campaign features health pro¬ 
motion about drinking sensibly and 


staying safe; alcohol-related domes¬ 
tic violence; drink-driving; and the 
risks of taking unlicensed taxis. 

It is being run by Sandwell Drug 
and Alcohol Partnership, including 
Sandwell Primary Care Trust, 
Sandwell Council, Sandwell Police 
and Staffordshire and West Mid¬ 
lands Probation Trust. 

The campaign is running during 
December and January in pubs and 


clubs, GP surgeries, pharmacies and 
other community areas. 

Councillor Ian Jones, Sandwell 
Council’s cabinet member for neigh¬ 
bourhood services, said: “We are not 
killjoys, but we know that some 
people drink too much, and this can 
affect their own lives and the lives 
and safety of the wider community.” 
Among the tips the experts suggest 
are: On nights out, use a designated 


driver who does not drink alcohol; 
stick to the guidelines on alcohol 
units - three to four units of alcohol 
for men, and two to three units of 
alcohol for women; drink water or 
soft drinks between alcoholic drinks 
which will help to rehydrate you. 
Don’t drink on an empty stomach, 
and remember you could still be 
over the drink-drive limit the 
morning after a big night. 


'Amateurish' bus firm 
hit with ban by inquiry 


A TIPTON-BASED bus company has been 
banned from running services in part of a 
town centre and will have its fleet reduced, 
after launching a war against rivals. 

The tactics used by Sandwell Travel came to light at a 
public enquiry in Birmingham. Traffic Commisioner Nick 
Jones heard that the firm’s buses blocked departure stands 
and ran in front of rival vehicles to take their passengers. 


Garden 
sheds are 
targeted 
by thieves 

AN investigation has been 
launched after a spate of 
thefts from sheds and 
gardens in Tipton. 

Thieves targeted homes 
seven times in two weeks, 
with power tools and garden 
equipment among the items 
stolen. 

Officers have stepped up 
overnight patrols to deter 
culprits. 

Among the victims is a 31- 
year-old mother-of-two, of 
Moat Road. Thieves stole 
her nine-year-old son’s bike 
from the back garden on 
December 1. 

The woman, who did not 
want to be named, said: “My 
son is devastated.” 

Her home was one of two 
targeted in Moat Road on 
December 1. In the other 
break-in, thieves attempted 
to steal a motorbike. 

The following day sheds 
were broken into in Lich¬ 
field Street and Windsor 
Road. There were also 
break-ins in Wake Green 
Road, Purdy Road and 
Central Avenue on Decem¬ 
ber 6, 8 and 13. 

Sgt Steph Court, of Tipton 
police, said it was likely the 
raids were linked. 


Mr Jones told the firm’s 
boss it would be banned 
from running local services 
using Bradford Place, 
Walsall, for three years. 

Following the inquiry he 
also made an order to reduce 
the firm’s licence from a 
fleet of five to three vehicles. 

The orders come into force 
on February 1. 

The inquiry heard that 
the company failed to run 
scheduled services and 
blocked departure stands at 
Bradford Place, which pre¬ 
vented another bus firm, 
Liyell Ltd, from using them. 

Sandwell Travel’s buses 
also ran in front of rivals. Mr 
Jones said: “I find that the 
stand-blocking and the dan¬ 
gerous behaviour continued 
from July 2011 until at least 
just before the public 
inquiry.” 

Timetables 

At the inquiry on October 
8 Mr Jones heard from the 
company’s sole director 
Sukhwinder Singh and took 
evidence from two individu¬ 
als who had carried out mon¬ 
itoring of bus services, 
including those operated by 
Sandwell Travel. 

The firm showed it was 
capable of keeping to timeta¬ 
bles. But Mr Jones added: 
“If Sandwell Travel Ltd had 
been a competent operator it 
would have made better 
checks on its drivers.” 

Mr Jones contrasted their 
“amateurish” operation 
with that of Liyell Ltd, 
which he found to be wholly 
professional. 

Sandwell Travel is 
licensed to operate routes 
between Walsall and Darlas- 
ton, Birmingham, Bilston. 



Forest school leader Jess Webb with Devonshire Infants School youngsters 


PUPILS have been learning the story of the 
Nativity by following a special trail at their 
school in Smethwick. The trail has been set 
up outside Devonshire Infants School, in 
Auckland Road, as part of the children’s 
religious studies. 

The youngsters follow stars along the 
route in their forest school and collect sym¬ 
bolic items. 

And along the trail are costumes so the 


children can dress up and get into the char¬ 
acters of the Nativity story. 

Pupils have been led around the trail by 
the school’s learning support practitioner 
Jess Webb, and deputy headteacher at the 
school Sharon Gibson said the children had 
been learning about religious occasions 
including Diwali and the Harvest Festival, 
and enjoying the Nativity story was part of 
that sequence. 


£750k 
revamp 
planned 
at centre 

A SMETHWICK Commu¬ 
nity centre is to undergo a 
£750,000 revamp to provide 
more space for community 
activities. 

The Brasshouse Lane 
Community Centre will 
undergo a complete refur¬ 
bishment. It will have a new 
reception and entrance and 
the community hall will be 
extended. The plans for the 
work have been submitted 
by the North Smethwick 
Development Trust to 
Sandwell Council. 

The Trust delivers activi¬ 
ties and services at the 
centre. 

A report to council chiefs 
says: “The increased volume 
of the main entrance area 
creates a dynamic space, 
which increases the promi¬ 
nence and drama of the 
entrance. The scale of the 
building will remain similar 
to the surrounding build¬ 
ings.” 

The Trust wants to give 
the building a new identity 
and and to be more inviting. 

The Trust has also set 
aside space for vegetable 
plots and sitting spaces 
outside. Chief Executive Sue 
Howarth said: “This is a fan¬ 
tastic opportunity to provide 
excellent and improved 
facilities for the people of 
Smethwick.” 

Monique’s 
design is 
a winner 

A PUPIL has been pre¬ 
sented with a signed picture 
book after winning a compe¬ 
tition to design a welcome 
sign at Central Library in 
West Bromwich. 

Staff challenged young¬ 
sters to design a sign for the 
High Street venue’s chil¬ 
dren’s section and Monique 
Carruthers’ effort was 
deemed the best. Councillor 
Bob Badham presented the 
seven-year-old Holy Trinity 
Primary pupil with her 
prize - a Melrose and Croc 
book by Emma Chichester 
Clark. She also received 
colouring pencils and an art 
set. 

The runner-up was Wik- 
toria Korcz, aged 10, who 
received a signed copy of 
Jacqueline Wilson’s The 
Longest Whale Song as well 
as felt pens. Both designs are 
now on display at the library. 




Vernon /agner|0121 520 


2 minutes from AS DA Great Bridge, 
A I 1 Unit 7, Imex Auto Centre, 

1 • 1 • ■ Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 7RQ 
W >< S Visit us at vernonwagner.com 


y Supply Only or Full Installation 
y Buy With Confidence 
^ Well Established Family Business 
y Friendly and Professional Service 
y Plumbing, Tiling and Electrics 
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School 
to act on 
traffic 
concerns 

A PRIMARY school in 
Tipton will have an addi¬ 
tional entrance built, to 
avoid traffic chaos which 
regularly occurs outside its 
gates. 

Bosses at Great Bridge 
Primary School have applied 
for permission to build a new 
entrance in Bramah Way, 
after years of congestion 
outside the Mount Road 
entrance. 

For years parents drop¬ 
ping off youngsters outside 
the school have caused dis¬ 
ruption, and the school and 
police have received many 
complaints from residents. 

In May, a Police Commu¬ 
nity Support Officer wrote 
to the school saying that 
something needed to be done 
after he issued a number of 
fines to inconsiderate 
parents. 

He said the tickets went to 
parents who were obstruct¬ 
ing driveways, blocking foot¬ 
paths, and parking in such a 
way that they reduced visi¬ 
bility on a tight bend. 

On one occasion, he said, 
he issued a ticket when an 
ambulance responding to an 
emergency call was unable 
to get through. 

Now, after talks between 
the school and the police, it’s 
been decided that the solu¬ 
tion is to have two access 
points to the school, reduc¬ 
ing the number of vehicles in 
Mount Street. 

Keeping 
on top of 
rubbish 

SANDWELL residents are 
being reminded of rubbish 
collections over Christmas. 

Most Christmas collec¬ 
tions will remain the same 
apart from: December 25 
collections will be collected 
on December 29. 

December 26 will be col¬ 
lected on December 30. 

January 1 will be collected 
on January 5. People 
affected will receive a notifi¬ 
cation. 

The household recycling 
centre in Shidas Lane, 
Oldbury, will be closed on 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
and New Year’s Day. 

There will be no garden 
waste collections between 
December 24 and January. 

People can arrange for old 
Christmas trees to be col¬ 
lected by calling 0845 359 
7501. 


inquest told of former footballer's death 



Chris Thompson 


THE cause of a former professional footballer’s 
death may have been due to alcohol withdrawal, 
the inquest has heard. 

Former midfielder Chris Thompson, of Ander¬ 
son Gardens, Tipton, was found in a decomposed 
state at his home on June 1. He was 52. 

Black Country Coroner Robin Balmain said 
the ex-Blackburn Rovers player may have been 
dead for several weeks before his body was found 
after his worried relatives contacted police. 

Mr Balmain said: “The pathologist was unable 
to determine a specific cause of death because of 
the decomposition of the body, but he had found 
sclerosis of the liver. 


“The death was most likely to be related to 
alcohol - either excessive consumption or with¬ 
drawal.” 

The Walsall-born player began his career at 
Bolton. He spent three years at Blackburn 
Rovers making 100 appearances and scoring 26 
goals before moving to Wigan Athletic in 1986. 

Evidence 

Giving evidence at the hearing at Smethwick 
Coroner’s Court on Monday his sister Maureen 
Bradshaw said: “Until he was ready to see you he 
would lock himself away. 

He’d be fine for months and then he’d go down 
and you wouldn’t hear from him.” 


Her husband William said: “He’d tend to sit 
there with the TV on and keep himself to himself. 
He didn’t seem to want to be active. That was the 
way I saw him for a lot of his life.” 

Mrs Bradshaw said Mr Thompson had strug¬ 
gled with a drinking problem “for quite some 
time” before his death. 

Mr Balmain said there were no drugs found in 
Mr Thompson’s system and the property was 
secure so he was satisfied there was nothing sus¬ 
picious about the death. 

“I’m recording the death as being due to 
natural causes even though we don’t know what 
that cause is,” Mr Balmain said. 


Baggies stars give young 
patients a Christmas treat 




YOUNG patients at Sandweil Hos¬ 
pital had an early Chrisrtmas treat 
when Baggies stars called in to 
visit them. 

The youngsters shouted with delight as 
first-squad team members arrived with club 
mascots Baggie Bird and Albi, and Father 
Christmas. 

James Morrison, Jonas Olsson, Zoltan 
Gera, Boaz Myhill and Goran Popov gave out 
toys, games and Baggies merchandise before 
chatting and having their photographs 
taken with the children and their parents. 

First to get a present was 11-month-old 
Keanna Marriott. Her father, Aaron, prom¬ 
ised not to open the present until Christmas 
Day. Aaron, 32, of Cobham Road, said: 
“Keanna is a little too young to understand, 
but I think it is great what the club has done 
here. It is a lovely Christmas present for the 
children.” 

Zoltan Gera said: “It’s difficult because 
they are in hospital and have problems but 
hopefully we can put some smiles on their 
faces. 

“I went through a difficult period as well 
when my daughter Hanna was in hospital 
three years ago, when she was three months 
old - that was difficult for us. 

Smiling 

“She was okay after a few days. It’s diffi¬ 
cult because you don’t know how long they 
are going to be in, the parents have to stay 
and everyone just wants to get home. 

“It’s not a nice feeling and if someone 
coming to the hospital gets them smiling and 
they receive presents, that’s good for the 
children.” 

Midfielder James Morrison met Lilly Mai 
Fendall, five, of Tipton, who was being 
treated for a virus. 

Mother Leanne Gould, 22, said: “She has 
been really excited every since she heard 
what was going to happen. It has been great 
to meet the players. It is something to 
remember.” 

James asked Lilly Mai what she wanted 
for Christmas and she told him a pink 
scooter. 

Defender Goran Popov chatted to the 
family of Paige Burke, five, of Wednesbury, 
and gave a game for her to play with when 
she is better. Her mother Lisa, 23, said: “It 
has been a treat for everyone.” 

Players also met Callum Gibson, 12, of Hill 
Top, who helped raise £150 towards the pres- 


Sandwell Hospital staff with Albion stars and mascots Baggie Bird and Albi 


Goran Popov with Paige Burke, aged five 


Goalkeeper Boaz Myhill and goals 
ace Callum Gibson, aged 12 


Lilly Mai Fendall and Alyiah 
Kauser meeting Baggie Bird 


Albion star James Morrison, with Adam Fendall, 
Leanne Gould and her daughter, Lilly-Mai, aged five 


ents through a sponsored goal event. The 
Wood Green Academy pupil took part in the 
challenge through his club, Wednesbury 
Sports Union, and scored 63 goals. 

He said he was delighted to meet his 
heroes who all posed for pictures with him. 

Captain Jonas Olsson met the family of 
Jade Williams, two, of West Bromwich, and 
Zoltan Gera chatted to Alyiah Kauser, six, of 
Cambridge Road, Smethwick. 

Olsson said: “It put things in perspective. 
I always enjoy these appearances and it’s 
nice to think you might give them a better 


Christmas. We do a lot of appearances 
throughout the year but this is one we all 
look forward to and appreciate. 

“Albion is at the forefront in that respect. 
They understand the power of football and 
what we can give to society.” 

Excited 

It wasn’t just children who met the 
players. 

Nurses Lisa Taylor and Jodie Drinkwater 
gave James Morrison a Christmas peck on 
the cheek. Jodie said: “Everyone looks 


forward to the players paying a visit. 

“It really brightens things up and the chil¬ 
dren are always so excited to see them.” 

Albion chief Mark Jenkins said: “Sandweil 
General is the nearest hospital to The 
Hawthorns and provides a great service to 
many Albion supporters. 

“Christmas is an extremely difficult time 
of year for children to be in hospital and I 
hope the players’ visit will help boost the 
morale of the young patients and their fami¬ 
lies.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


Road closed by 
clearance work 

A ROAD in Langley has 
been temporarily closed to 
traffic while work is 
carried out to a fire- 
damaged property. 

Crosswells Road 

between its junctions with 
Western Road and Hall 
Street will be closed until 
further notice. 

Hall Street is reduced to 
one-way traffic along its 
full length, access being 
from Crosswells Road 
direction towards Vicarage 
Steet. The move comes as 
clearance continues on the 
Alcohols Ltd building, fol¬ 
lowing a fire on November 
26. A diversion is in place. 

Invitation to join 
Ramblers’ walk 

SANDWELL ramblers are 
organising a walk on 
December 30 of either 
seven-and-a-half, or 15 
miles. 

It starts at 8.30am at 
Tamebridge railway 
station and the return to 
the station will be by 
train. People will need to 
organise their own trans¬ 
port to get to and from the 
station. 

Contact Peter Figg on 
01922 496686. 

Six injured as 
two cars crash 

SIX people were injured in 
a crash between two cars 
and a tree in the West Mid¬ 
lands last week. 

It happened in Widney 
Manor Road in Knowle. 

Two women in one of 
the cars aged in their 20s 
suffered neck and shoul¬ 
der injuries. A man, 
woman and two children 
in the second car suffered 
cuts and bruises. 

All six were taken to 
Heartlands Hospital for 
treatment. 

School places 
on the increase 

ABOUT 100 school places 
must be created in Walsall 
by 2015 after a baby boom 
and new housing develop¬ 
ments increased demand. 

Council chiefs are 
drawing up plans for more 
reception places to cope 
with increasing numbers. 

Education boss Rachel 
Andrew said the author¬ 
ity was considering a 
number of options. 

Burnt toast alert 

FIREFIGHTERS were 
called to Sandweil Hospi¬ 
tal after bread being 
toasted set an alarm off. 
Smoke filled part of the 
accident and emergency 
department just before 
11.15pm on Sunday night. 


For all your home 
and garden needs 



CHRISTMAS TREES 


10A New Street, West Bromwich B70 7PN 
(opposite The Public) 

0121 553 3072 07527 752388 
:ay. jude@wdhomeandgarden.co.uk 
www.wdhomeandgarden.co.uk 


We Fill InkJet Cartridyes 
& Laser Toners 


BARGAIN BLINDS 
& CURTAINS 



7 Vertical 
Blinds From 
only £199 
All Blinds 
Reduced 


VERTICALS, ROLLERS, 
VENETIANS, ROMANS, 
VELUX, PLEATED, PATIO 
AWNINGS AND CURTAINS, 
CONSERVATORY & CURVED 
BLIND SPECIALISTS 


FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features E3 

Free Rhone 0800 0347 111 
www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 



Fully fitted inc luding Ti ling, Electrics and Plumbing 

NEW YEAR SALE NOW ON 



Christmas and New Year Opening Times - Close Saturday 22nd Dec 2pm, Re-open 3rd January 

I 10 REASONS TO HAVE AN >0E3L HOfTCBitfE BATHROOM OR KITCHEN 

Fnmilv hucinpcc ectnhliched over 70 vpnr«; Wp ran cunnlv anlv. ar rnmnktn the whole nroiert. inrlnrlinn tilinn. 


O Family business established over 20 years O We can supply only, or complete the whole project, including tiling, 

O Vast majority of work comes from recommendations electrics, plumbing, building, plastering and even decorating 

O FREE home design service, we listen to you and design to your requirements O All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
o Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, sinks and taps to choose Q Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 
from, but do not worry, we are here to help and advise what is right for you O NICEIC Registered electricians 
Q We project manage from start to finish © Quality products at realistic prices 


l 


The home improvement specialists 5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

Established over 21 years See our virtual showroom at www.idealhomecare.co.uk 

Christmas and New Year Opening Times ■ Close Saturday 22nd Dec 2pm, Re-open 3rd January | Open: 10.00 am - 4.00pm | Closed Wednesday & Sunday 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 



LET me start by wishing all the readers (even 
the awkward-squad ones) a merry Christmas 
and a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year. 
□□□□□□□□ 

THE little boys and girls slaughtered in the Con¬ 
necticut school massacre were human sacrifices on 
the altar of America’s obsession with guns. The US 
Constitution allows its citizens to possess weapons 
in order that an efficient militia can be maintained - 
in other words to let the people fight off foreign 
invaders. The reality is that no American citizen has 
fired a shot at a foreign invader in the US mainland 
for 200 years. Yet over the past two centuries gun- 
toting Americans have killed hundreds of thousands 
oftheirfellow Americans. They will continue to do so 
until they realise that in a modern democracy having 
lethal weapons in the home is not a civil right, nor a 
guarantee of liberty but the mark of the beast. 
□□□□□□□□ 

YET America is a democracy. If it had the polit¬ 
ical will it could introduce gun control tomorrow. 
It chooses not to do so. We can only conclude, 
with some horror, that it considers the occa¬ 
sional slaughter of its children to be a price worth 
paying for the right to keep an assault rifle in the 
bedroom. And the truly terrible thing is that some 
of those whose own children have died in the 
endless succession of massacres believe that, 
too. 


□□□□□□□□ 

IT USED to be said, in the days of music halls, that 
the Devil had all the best tunes. At this time of year, 
as the air fills with much-loved carols, it may seem 
the Almighty has all the best tunes. And then I went 
to a carol service where the choir sang two hits from 
The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992), Thankful Heart 
and It Feels Like Christmas. Believe me, The 
Muppets have all the best tunes. 

□□□□□□□□ 


THE choristers in question were all elderly gen¬ 
tleman. Imagine a Muppet choir made up entirely 
of Statlers and Waldorfs and you get the picture. 
□□□□□□□□ 

OUR changing language. Lib-Dem leader Nick 
Clegg on the success of the Coalition: “On the whole 
I hope it will actually surprise on the upside.” No, I 
haven’t a clue what it means either. Perhaps Clegg 
would be a natural as a scriptwriter for Ken Dodd. 
“What a lovely day, missus. What a lovely day for 
tossing a pancake blindfolded and getting a surprise 
on your upside.” 

□□□□□□□□ 

I HAVE bought an old Volvo. I knew this day 
would come. Victoria Woods defined the onset of 
middle age as the moment you pass a display of 
Scholl sandals and think: “Mmm, they look 
comfy.” The Volvo is very comfy, and very sensi¬ 
ble. It also has a little pocket under the sun visor 
where you can keep that thing you’re always 
losing. I wonder how many of my readers are 
suddenly thinking: “The sun visor, that’s where I 
left it.” 


□□□□□□□□ 

REJOICE, for scientists have rediscovered the 
Mediterranean oil beetle. It was thought to have 
become extinct 100 years ago but has been found 
in the south of England. It is a big beetle, measuring 
about one inch. Which reminds me of something I 
really should put on my Xmas list. Slippers. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


20mpn limit plan for speeding crackdown 


SPEED limits for residential roads 
in West Bromwich could be slashed 
to 20mph as part of a crackdown on 
speeding drivers. 

Councillors are calling for a 
review of the limit on carriageways 
which connect to B roads in the town 
to try to put the brakes on people 
speeding through housing estates. 
The scheme is being considered by 
Sandwell Council’s Six Towns 
scrutiny committee, which is gath¬ 


ering information on the implica¬ 
tions of the proposal. 

Recommendations will be submit¬ 
ted to the authority’s cabinet, but 
councillors say the plan may take 
some time to become a reality 
Members are also looking at how 
the restrictions could be enforced. 

They said problems with speeding 
on housing estates, near to homes 
and schools, was a concern and a 
solution needed to be found. 


Councillor Shirley Hosell said the 
review was not intended to change 
limits on main roads in the town but 
was focused on residential routes. 

“We are looking at the possibility 
of imposing a 20mph limit on estate 
roads in the town connected to B 
roads,” she said. 

“There is still a lot of work to be 
done on the scheme. This could take 
some time. It is not something which 
will happen overnight but is some¬ 


thing we would like to see happen to 
improve safety on these roads. 

“West Bromwich has two major 
problems on its roads and that is 
speeding and parking problems 
outside schools. This would help to 
deal with one of them.” 

Councillor Hosell said similar 
schemes had been put in place on 
roads in nearby Wolverhampton and 
in London. 


Delight at success of 
schools in league table 


PRIMARY schools in Sandwell have achieved 
their best SATs results, and the borough is 
now the top performing authority in the Black 
Country. 

Sandwell climbed nine places up the national table 
from 104 to 95, thanks to improved Key Stage 2 results. 

Cabinet member for children and families Councillor Bob 


Kristian's 
gym club 
to get a 
new home 

A GYMNASTICS club 
famous for producing 
Olympic medal-winning 
talent has unveiled plans to 
move from its Halesowen 
home. 

Earls Gymnastics Club 
hopes to move to bigger 
premises in Netherton. 

It is hoped the move for 
the gym, which is the train¬ 
ing base for Olympic medal¬ 
list Kristian Thomas, to a 
large unit at Westminster 
Industrial Estate, in Cradley 
Road, will secure its future. 

The sport’s governing 
body British Gymnastics has 
helped finance the move 
alongside donations and 
other funding. 

A planning application for 
the new gym has been sub¬ 
mitted to Dudley Council. 

Club supporter and cam¬ 
paigner Councillor Ken 
Turner said: “It would have 
been nice for the club to stay 
in Halesowen but it is an 
opportunity that the club 
had to look at.” 

Club chairman John 
Caulwell said they had been 
forced to find a new home 
because of an increase in 
membership. 


Badham said: “They are our 
best ever results and are a 
massive five per cent up on 
last year’s English and 
maths results.” 

Across the borough, 79 per 
cent of 11-year-olds gained 
Level 4 or above in English 
and maths in the SATs. 
That’s a near 10 per cent 
improvement. 

In 2010,the figure was 
68.6 per cent. 

St Hubert’s Catholic 
Primary School Oldbury, 
had a special place in the 
success story. The school is 
celebrating having achieved 
the best results in Sandwell. 

Headteacher Clare 
McNally said it was the 
fourth year running the 
school had achieved the 100 
per cent results at Level 4. 

“We are very proud of the 
children. They have put in a 
lot of hard work to gain these 
results,” she said. 

Delighted 

Education chiefs in 
Sandwell spoke of their 
pleasure at the success of the 
borough’s schools. 

Sandwell cabinet member 
for children and families 
Councillor Bob Badham said 
he was delighted with the 
results. 

He said: “These are fan¬ 
tastic results for our 
primary schools. 

“These results show that 
despite the many challenges 
we have in the borough we 
can boast some of the best 
schools in the country.” 

In the league table 
Staffordshire was ranked at 
96, Wolverhampton at 116, 
Dudley at 118 and Walsall at 
147. 



St Huberts Catholic Primary School pupils celebrate, front from left, Iris Oliarmyk, 
Ryan Power, headteacher Clare McNally, centre, and back from left, Molly Handy, 
Adeoluwa Adisa, and Millie Gibbs 


Portable 
building 
plan for 
6th form 

A PORTABLE building is to 
be put up at a school in West 
Bromwich to accommodate 
students while work takes 
place on a £12 million 
revamp. 

Bosses at George Salter 
Academy want to use the 
800 sq ft building as tempo¬ 
rary space for sixth formers. 

They are looking to hire it 
from Portakabin for two 
years. A request has been 
made to Sandwell Council 
for planning permission. 

A report said: “The pro¬ 
posed Portakabin building is 
to be used as temporary 
sixth form accomodation 
during the refurbishment of 
the main building. The Por¬ 
takabin will provide class¬ 
room space for pupils and 
staff.” 

The portable building is 
needed to create space so 
work can take place on a £12 
million revamp of the 
Claypit Lane site. 

Plans that have already 
been approved by planning 
chiefs will see the demolition 
of some of the older build¬ 
ings and refurbishing of 
existing buildings. 

Principal Mick Green 
said: “These changes will 
make a big difference. It’s 
part rebuilding, part refur¬ 
bishing. 

Building work is due to 
start in January and be com¬ 
pleted in February 2015. 

MR in bid 
to protect 
post staff 

MORE should be done to 
protect postmen and women 
who are attacked by dogs, 
according to a Midland MR 

Valerie Vaz, MP for 
Walsall South, has tabled an 
early day motion to raise 
awareness of the number of 
dog attacks on postal staff. 

More than 3,000 postal 
staff were victims of dog 
attacks between April 2011 
and April 2012. 

Ms Vaz sad: “These 
attacks are serious. One left 
a postman with a severed 
thumb. 

“In a separate incident, a 
postman was attacked for 15 
minutes. He was badly 
scarred and disabled for life. 

“It is not acceptable that 
anyone should be subjected 
to the fear and reality of dog 
attacks while at work.” 



Affordable Windows & Dooza? 

UPVC GLAZED Windows Doors & Conserv'* fcS'o 


DOOR 


)R & BACK DOOR PACKAGES 
NOW AVAILABLE 


RENCH DOORS £599 fitted 


•K 


434 223 /01902 566832 

N.affordablewindows.info 44a Hainge Road Tividale 


qV \ • PRO COMBI ’ BIASI • VAILLANT • FERROLI • PRO COMBI • BIASI • VAILLANT • FERROLI • PR 

* CHEATING COMPANY M 

SPECIALISTS IN COMPLETE CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS, BOILER REPAIRS & CHANGES 


BATHROOMS 
AND KITCHENS 

WORCESTER 28 JUNIOR 1 INC FLUE AND CLOCK FROM,,, 
FERROLI 31 HE PLUS OPTIMAX FROM . 

.... £920 
....£620 

COMPLETE CENTRAL HEATING 
WITH 7 RADIATORS 

RADIATORS STOCK 
CLEARANCE 

FULLY FITTED, 

BIASI INC FLUE AND CLOCH FROM . 

....£499 

-El 709 

AMAZING PRICE 

INCLUDING TILING, 

VAILLANT ECO-TEC 831 FROM . 

..£1098 

600X600 11K- £8 EACH 
- 600 X1400 11K-£25 EACH 

600 X1600 11K- £25 EACH 

ELECTRICS & 
PLUMBING 

PRO-COMBI INC FLUE AND CLOCK FROM 

....£525 




BATHROOMS 





>/va • isvia • laiAioo Odd • noaaad • xnvtiiva • is via • lawoo Odd • noaaad • xnvtiiva • ** 
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Complaint 
record is 
defended 
by council 

SANDWELL Council’s dep¬ 
uty leader has hit back after 
it emerged that the author¬ 
ity received 147 complaints 
last year. 

As the Chronicle reported 
last week, the council paid 
out £7,000 in settlement 
fees. 

Responding to the data, 
the council’s deputy leader 
Councillor Mahboob 

Hussain said: “We are an 
open and transparent 
council, and we encourage 
our residents if they are not 
happy with anything we 
have done, to take their com¬ 
plaints further. 

“If they are upheld, we 
can learn. 

“However, it should be put 
in perspective. We have a 
population of around 
300,000 and there have been 
just 25 complaints upheld. 

“The number of com¬ 
plaints and inquiries made 
represent just 0.05 per cent 
of Sandwell’s population.” 

The majority of com¬ 
plaints to the Local Govern¬ 
ment Ombudsman in 
2011-12 involved housing 
issues. 

There were 47 complaints 
about housing, 30 about 
environmental and public 
protection issues, and 23 
about education and chil¬ 
dren’s services. 

There were also 21 about 
benefits and tax issues. 

Charity’s 
visitors 
get a treat 

CHARITY volunteers laid 
on a treat for visitors as they 
invited businesses to get 
involved in a Christmas fair. 

The Oscar Sandwell 
charity staged the event at 
its headquarters in Lodge 
Road, West Bromwich. 

The charity helps suffer¬ 
ers of two blood conditions - 
sickle cell anemia and tha- 
lassaemia - in the Sandwell 
borough. It has set up its 
own enterprise business 
arm to boost fundraising. 

Members came up with 
the idea of the event to get 
the town’s businesses 
ivolved in running stalls on 
the day. 

A range of products 
including festive gifts were 
on sale. 

Charity chairman Don 
Campbell said he hoped the 
event proved a catalyst to 
improve awareness of the 
organisation’s work. 


Boss of double glazing firm admits fraud 

A DOUBLE glazing firm has been ordered to magistrates heard on Monday that the firm, Condensation appeared between the glass were local but because she thought they 
pay more than £6,000 after the boss pleaded based at the Britannia Works, Engine panes in the bedroom window and in the were FENSA and Glass and Glazing Feder- 
guilty to six counts of fraud by false repre- Street, was not affiliated to any of those kitchen. There was also a leak above a bay ation registered. 

sentation. organisations. window. Helen Penning, defending, said Singh of 

Kulvinder Singh, director of Central David Elliott, prosecuting, said that 62- Mr Elliott said the family rang Central Borwick Avenue, West Bromwich, had pre- 
Windows West Midland Ltd in Smethwick, year-old widow Harpal Kaur of Oakley Windows to complain. They were told it viously owned a company that was FENSA 
admitted falsely claiming on his headed Avenue, Tipton had saved up to have new would be put right, but no-one turned up. registered and thought it was just a formal- 
notepaper, and in paperwork he handed to windows and doors at her home. The court heard the repairs have still not ity to get his new firm registered. She said he 

customers, that his company was a member She called Central Windows and received been carried out. “jumped the gun” in getting his paperwork 

of the Federation of Small Businesses. a written quote for £3,500. The work was In a statement read out in court, Mrs and business cards printed. 

He also admitted falsely claiming on busi- carried out over three days in June 2011. Kaur said the situation was extremely Magistrates ordered the company to pay 
ness cards that the company was registered Mr Elliott said: “It was around three or stressful and that she felt conned by the £3,500 in compensation to Mrs Kaur and 
with double glazing regulators FENSA and four weeks later that they started to company. She also said she had chosen £3,246.19 in costs. Singh was also ordered to 
the Glass and Glazing Federation. Sandwell encounter problems with the windows.” Central Windows not only because they complete 175 hours of unpaid work. 

New memorial for hero 
of the Titanic is unveiled 



Proud - family members Ros Allen, Chris Messon and Robert and Claire The Titanic, which hit an iceberg and sank 

Woodward with the new memorial in Heath Lane cemetery on its maiden voyage in 1912 


IT is 100 years since West 
Bromwich cellist John Wesley 
Woodward lost his life on board 
the Titanic. 

He was one of the musicians who carried 
on playing while the ship listed and sank. 
Their playing in the face of their own deaths 
helped to keep people calm and was said to 
have brought some comfort to the people 
caught up in the dreadful tragedy. 

In this, the centenary year of the sinking, 
a memorial stone has been put up in Mr 
Woodward’s honour. 

A family memorial has stood in Heath 
Lane Cemetery for decades and marks his 
death aboard the ill-fated cruise liner. 

The Sandstone monument had not weath¬ 
ered well, and two Black Country residents 
feared it would crumble further if it was not 
replaced soon. 

But now thanks to donations from the 
Black Country Housing Group, members of 
the community and Mr Woodward’s family, 
the musician has the memorial he deserves. 

Mr Woodward, a former Hill Top resident, 
was one of 1,517 people who lost their lives 
during the Titanic’s tragic maiden voyage. 

The 32-year-old was one of the musicians 
who carried on playing as the ship sank on 
April 15, 1912. 

Paul Kidson, a committee member of Wil- 
lenhall Historical Society, and his friend 
Lorna Jenkins, discovered the gravestone 
by accident while walking through the 
cemetery to visit the grave of her great- 
uncle William Doughty. 

Ceremony 

They were shocked to see the monument 
had eroded badly and were so concerned 
they launched a campaign with the help of 
the Chronicle’s sister paper the Express and 
Star, to restore the old stone. 

Thanks to the publicity and with the help 
of Sandwell borough bereavement services, 
the pair were able to raise the £900 they 
needed to replace the stone, and at a special 
ceremony last week, the new memorial was 
unveiled. 

A number of Mr Woodward’s family 
attended, along with representatives from 
the cemetery and the council. 

Mr Kidson of School Street said: “It was a 
wonderful occasion, a perfect bright crisp 
morning to remember John Woodward. 

When I unveiled the memorial there were 


gasps from people, because it is such a beau¬ 
tiful stone. I am so pleased that we were able 
to do this, and so grateful for all the kind 
donations that made this possible.” 

The 80-year-old added: “ Lorna and I felt 
it was so important to remember him prop¬ 
erly.” 

John Woodward’s great-great-nephew 
Christopher Meeson found out about the 


campaign through the media coverage. The 
father-of-four who lives in Warwick knew 
about his family links to the Titanic and the 
West Bromwich area, but did not know 
about the stone in the cemetery. 

He said: “As soon as I heard about it I con¬ 
tacted Paul, to lend our support.” He added: 
“I am very proud to be related to such a 
brave man. 


“For him to continue playing whilst the 
ship was sinking, and for his music to offer 
some comfort to those in that terrifying sit¬ 
uation makes me feel very proud. 

“I think it is extremely important that his 
bravery is recognised.” 

He added: “I am very pleased that the 
memorial will be there for many genera¬ 
tions to come.” 


Decision on plan 
to convert old pub 

PLANNING chiefs in 
Sandwell were due to 
make a decision on 
whether to turn an old pub 
into apartments. 

The council’s planning 
committee has twice put 
off a decision and asked for 
more information on the 
plan to convert the former 
New Talbot, in Hagley 
Road, Smethwick, into 10 
apartments and two retail 
units. 

Councillors visited the 
site last month but were 
still concerned about 
access. The committee 
was recommended to 
approve the scheme at a 
meeting this week. 

Superfast 4G 
network on way 

THE superfast 4G mobile 
network is set to be 
launched in the Black 
Country next year. 

EE will launch its 4G 
products and services in 
Wolverhampton, West 
Bromwich, Dudley and 
Walsall by March. The 4G 
network offers speeds up 
to five times faster than 
3G. 

It can be used on devices 
including the iPhone 5, 
Samsung Galaxy Sill LTE, 
iPad mini, and Huawei 
Mobile Wi-Fi. 

Path to close 
for M-way work 

A PUBLIC footpath in 
Oldbury is being closed to 
allow work to be carried 
out on the overhead M5 
viaduct. 

The footpath in Blakeley 
Hall Road will be closed 
between January 1 and 
March 31 while the work 
takes place. 

A diversion route for 
pedestrians will be set up 
along Blakeley Hall Road, 
Birmingham Road and 
back to Blakeley Hall 
Road. 

Bensons store 
is welcomed 

BOSSES at Gallagher 
retail park in Wednesbury 
welcomed a new store. 

Bensons for Beds has 
launched a store at the 
retail park, off junction 
nine of the M6. Graeme 
Mascall, at the retail park, 
said: “I’m pleased that 
Bensons for Beds is invest¬ 
ing. It shows they are com¬ 
mitted to the area.” 

Tree gets the chop 

A PLANE tree was felled 
in Wednesbury on Tuesday 
so repairs could be done on 
a gas main at the junction 
of Myvod Road and Park 
Lane. A replacement will 
be planted. 
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IF YOU’VE BEEN 

BING BANG WAilOPEB 


■ i m t -] 4 :t 


Up to £1OOO compensation in advance 

> Leading accident specialist 

> 100% compensation paid directly to you 

> No win no fee guaranteed 

If you’ve had an accident in the last three years that wasn’t your 
fault, make a claim with Camps and get cash instantly. We pay up 
to £1000 of your compensation when we accept your case and 
everything that remains as soon as we settle your claim. 



Take the pain out of your claim 

0800 007 8732 

www.campsaccidentclaims.co.uk 

FOR TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
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Skating 
fun being 
extended 
by a day 

THE Bearwood on Ice 
attraction at Lightwoods 
Park is now running until 
Sunday, a day later than 
originally planned. 

The event has been organ¬ 
ised by the Friends of Light- 
woods Park, Sandwell 
Council and Sandwell 
Leisure Trust. 

The skating rink is the 
star attraction - but there is 
also music and a funfair. 
There are also inflatable 
slides, bouncy castles and 
traders selling food, drink 
and gifts. 

The council’s deputy 
leader Councillor Steve 
Eling said: “It’s great to see 
the community and council 
working together for 
another Bearwood on Ice. 

Volunteer 

“I’d like to say a big 
thank-you to the volunteers 
who are helping to put on 
this event, and there’s still 
time to volunteer if people 
are keen to get involved. 

“Last year, we had over 70 
volunteers helping out and 
their support was invalu¬ 
able.” 

Opening times for the ice 
rink are: Today (Thursday), 
2pm to 8pm. Tomorrow 
(Friday), 2pm to 10pm 

Saturday and Sunday, 
noon to 8pm 

A 30-minute session of 
skating costs £4.50 for 
adults and £3.50 for chil¬ 
dren. People can pay on the 
day or pre-book at Sandwell 
Leisure Trust leisure 
centres. But no pre-booked 
places will be available on 
the last day. 


Club members enjoy an 
early Christmas dinner 



Front, committee member Sid Wootton, Anne Edwards, who is 94, and committee member Barry Whitehouse 


TURKEY, tinsel and seasonal 
fun were on the menu as more 
than 120 club members 
enjoyed an early festive cele¬ 
bration. 

The party, which also included 
entertainment and dancing, was held 
by members of the Brook Street over- 
50s club at their annual get-together 
yesterday in Tipton. 

The group, which meets every 
Monday at Brook Street Community 


Centre, enjoyed their seasonal meal 
with all the trimmings, followed by the 
entertainment. The centre was deco¬ 
rated throughout and the members, 
whose ages range from the early 50s to 
90s, enjoyed pulling crackers and 
wearing festive hats. 

After the meal, singer Paul Birch 
took to the stage to entertain the audi¬ 
ence with Christmas songs and old 
favourites from the fifties to the seven¬ 
ties. Organiser and club committee 
member Barry Whitehouse said: “He 


had all the members singing some of 
their old favourites.” 

After the songs the members were 
able to get to their feet to have a dance, 
and enjoy the music. 

The party-goers then all joined 
together to wish one of their oldest 
members Anne Edwards a happy 
birthday - she has just turned 94. 

Mr Whitehouse said: “It was a fabu¬ 
lous occasion, and everyone kept 
telling me what a wonderful time they 
had.” 


Christmas & New Year Rubbish and Recycling Collections 


Normal Collection Day 

Collection Arrangements 

Monday 24 December, 201 2 

No change 

Tuesday 25 December, 201 2 

Saturday 29 December, 2012 

Wednesday 26 December, 201 2 

Sunday 30 December, 201 2 

Thursday 27 December, 2012 

No change 

Friday 28 December, 201 2 

No change 

Monday 31 December, 201 2 

No change 

Tuesday 1 January, 2013 

Saturday 5 January, 2013 


The HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING CENTRE, Shidas Lane, Oldbury will be closed on Christmas Day, 

Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. 

CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTIONS You can cut up your real Christmas tree and put it in your garden 
waste bin however we will also be collecting Christmas trees between 7-25 January 2013. 

Call us on 0845 359 7501 to arrange a collection. Trees can also be taken to the Household Recycling Centre. 

ContactSandwell 
0845 359 7501 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/recycling Monday - Friday 8am - 8pm 

COntact@sandwell.goV.uk Saturdays 8.30am- 1.30pm 

The Contact Centre will be closed Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day 
Open 8.30am - 5.30pm on December 27, 28 & 31 

In the unlikely event that your rubbish or recycling is not collected due to circumstances beyond our control 
every effort will be made to ensure it is collected by the end of the next working day. 



Sandwell S © TCO 
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Lacey-Mai Roberts, three, of Stone Cross, meets a 
donkey at the Sandwell Valley Park farm fair 

SANDWELL Valley Park farm had a Christmas fair at the 
weekend, and among the stars on show were miniature 
donkeys which have just arrived at the farm. 

The two little donkeys arrived last week at the farm in 
Salters Lane. Both are both male and are about 15 months 
old. 

Senior countryside officer Malcolm Freeman said: “They 
are very cute and it’s great to have them here for Christmas. 
They have pedigree names but we thought it would be nice 
to ask people what they would like to call them. 

“Visitors can make their suggestions when they come to 
the park farm and we’ll give a little prize for the winning 
suggestion,” he added. 


3pc rise in 
council’s 
fees are 
on the way 


FEES to set up strip clubs, pet shops and 
bingo halls, and to establish houses of multi¬ 
ple occupation will rise by three per cent, 
Sandwell Council bosses have said. 

Income from fees and charges is expected to be about 
£490,000 in the next financial year. 


But council bosses con¬ 
firmed there will be no 
charge for wasp nest 
removal at homes. 

They say the planned 
increases will cover reason¬ 
able costs. 

It will mean those apply¬ 
ing for a bingo licence will 
see the fee rise from £1,663 
to £1,713. 

Their annual fee rises 
from £444 to £457. 

For a sexual entertain¬ 
ment venue licence the fee 
rises from £2,575 to £2, 652, 
and pet shop licences rise 
from £120 to £123. 

Offences 

There will be a rise of £15 
on the annual renewal fee 
for a licence for multiple 
occupation. 

The charge for re-licens¬ 
ing was only introduced in 
June 2011, however it is 
now proposed this fee will go 
up annually. 

The rise also relates to 
weights and measures serv- 


J by Naomi Dunning 

ices and fixed penalty 
notices for noise and waste 
collection offences. 

Council chiefs decided not 
to introduce charges for 
domestic wasp nest treat¬ 
ment. 

The free services was 
introduced in 2010 and the 
level of demand increased by 
100 per cent in the following 
year. 

However ,this year the 
council has seen a drop in 
demand of 20 per cent. 

Council chiefs say their 
fees are still similar to those 
of neighbouring councils. 

Sandwell’s neighbour¬ 
hoods boss Councillor Ian 
Jones said: “This increase is 
just about covering our costs 
in line with inflation. 

“It is to cover the back 
office processes we have to 
go through when undertak¬ 
ing these services.” 




Massive 


Savings upto 

50% 

OFF 


CHESNEY S 








Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: inspirationalfires@hotmail.co.uk 

Normal Opening Times 10 am - 6 pm 
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Sunbeam cars gathered for the unveiling of a blue plaque on the site in Penn 


The racing car Toodles V at Brooklands, where it broke eight world records Where the work took place - the Sunbeam racing car workshop in 1922 



Coatalen, centre, examining the Sunbeam Bomber in 
1917 at the airfield in Castle Bromwich 


Days when Sunbeam raced 
ahead in Grand Prix stakes 


FOR more than 60 years Britain has 
dominated Grand Prix manufacturing, 
but it was not always thus. 

In the early days it was French cars which 
led the way, and, in the days before the World 
Championship, it was winning the French 
Grand Prix which was recognised as the pin¬ 
nacle of motor-racing achievement. 

The first British car to win the French 
Grand Prix, in 1923, was made right here in 
Wolverhampton, in Sunbeam’s Blakenhall 
factory, but it’s designer was a Frenchman, 
Louis Coatalen. 

He was a Breton, born on September 11, 
1879, and worked for a number of French car 
manufacturers before arriving in England in 
1900 to work for the Crowden Company, and 
then becoming chief engineer at Hillman in 
Coventry. 

In 1909 he was recruited by the Sunbeam 
Motor Car Co in Blakenhall, to be their chief 
engineer, and immediately planned to enter 
motor-racing. He began designing purpose- 
built racing cars, which led to the first major 
triumph, a win in the 1912 Coupe de l’Auto in 
Dieppe, Sunbeams coming 1st, 2nd and 3rd, 


by Alec Brew 

eclipsing and astonishing the major Euro¬ 
pean manufacturers. 

In 1912 Coatalen also designed his first 
aero-engine a 150hp side valve V8, followed 
by a 225 hp VI2, which he first tested in a spe¬ 
cially-built racing car named Toodles V 

In October 1913, this car, at Brooklands, 
broke eight world endurance speed records in 
a hour and a half. There is no doubt that 
Coatalen was a talented, even brilliant engi¬ 
neer, but he was not afraid of copying others. 

Devious 

During 1913 Peugeot cars with twin over¬ 
head camshafts swept the board in three litre 
racing, and by some devious means one of 
these found its way to the drawing room of 
Coatalen’s home, Waverley House on 
Goldthorn Hill. Here, Sunbeam mechanics 
stripped it down to discover its secrets, and 
for 1914 Sunbeam also featured twin over¬ 
head camshafts, as did the new aero-engines 
he designed at the start of the War. 

Sunbeam was a major supplier of aero¬ 


engines during the War and also built more 
than 600 aircraft, including just one of its own 
design the single-engine Sunbeam Bomber. 

All the engines were officially called 
Sunbeam-Coatalen engines, but after the War 
they were rather eclipsed by Rolls-Royce and 
Napier designs. 

Coatalen turned to his great ambition, to 
win the French Grand Prix. The Sunbeam 
company merged with Darraq and Talbot and 
Coatalen became a Director of the resulting 
STD Motors. 

In 1923 a Sunbeam finally won the French 
Grand Prix, driven by Henry Seagrave, and 
would have won the following year but for 
technical problems. Coatalen also produced 
three different cars to break the World Land 
Speed Record but Sunbeam began to experi¬ 
ence financial difficulties, and in 1934 closed 
down. 

By that time Louis Coatalen had returned 
to his native France, though he had taken 
British citizenship. He lived there through the 
War and died in 1962. He had brought great 
fame to the Sunbeam company, and to Wolver¬ 
hampton, his adopted home for over 20 years. 



Louis Coatalen , then aged 33, in 1912 



Laminate - Hardwood - Flooring Specialists 


Boxng Day Madness 
■UnTo.80% Of 






(Old E.L.S. Building) Loxdale Street, ■ 
Bilston, WV14 0PR 

Upper High Street, WednesburyWSIO 7HQ 

(Next to Gemini Carpets) I 

01902 495559 or 0121 505 4888 I 



Sydney Road, Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands 
Tel: 0121 429 4572 
Mobile: 07836 653707 


Package includes: 

>/ Puppy/kitten vaccination course 
y Microchip 
y 4 weeks insurance 
y 1 st month flea & worm treatment 
y Goody bag 

y 10% off in Pets at Home Voucher 


r 1 


BAYLISS (GARAGES) Ltd 
VEHICLE REPAIRS 


♦ MOT Testing for Bikes, Trikes and 
4 All types of repairs and services 
4 Welding 
4 Diagnostics 


Companion Care Vet Surgery, 

Inside Pets at Home, Oldbury Green Retail Park, 
Oldbury Ringway, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DD 


SOI 21 270 2282 

Please phone for an appointment 


Q ccvcts.co.uk/oldbtMij 


Companion 

CarevetSj at 
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NEWS 


Pensioners demand a 
U-turn on bus changes 


Society gets top marks 


THE chief executive of the 
Tipton and Coseley Building 
Society is celebrating the 
findings of a customer satis¬ 
faction survey. 

All society members were 
invited to rate the Tipton’s 
customer service. 

Of the 808 responses, 98.4 
per cent rated the Tipton’s 
service as excellent or very 
good, and 97.3 per cent said 
they were likely or very 
likely to recommend the 
society to a friend. 

Chris Martin, the 
society’s chief executive 
said: “These figures send out 
a strong signal to existing 
and future members that we 
are committed to delivering 
consistently high levels of 
customer service. 

Members 

“Whilst we are all 
extremely proud to know 
how highly we are regarded 
by our members, we will not 
rest on our laurels. 

“We will continue to work 
hard in order to achieve even 
better results next year.” 

Members who responded 
to the customer satisfaction 
survey were entered into a 
draw and winners Shannon 
Blakemore of Bilston, Nicola 
Howell of Coseley, Laura 
Rees of Sedgley and Keith 
Fairfax of Tipton each won a 
new TV 



From left, Laura Rees, Shannon Blakemore, the 
Tipton’s general manager sales and marketing 
Lee Judson, and Nicola Howell 


ANGRY pensioners in 
Tipton say their travel plans 
have been disrupted after 
changes to a key bus route. 

The 402 bus was replaced by the 42 
at the end of October. But the new 
service does not stop at Upper 
Church Lane, where people on the 
Moats Road estate used to get on and 
off. 

The nearest stop now is three-quar- 
ters-of-a-mile away in Bourne 
Avenue. Some residents say it is too 
far for them to walk, and they are 
now calling on travel bosses to 
reverse the changes. 

“There are a few people around 
here who are upset,” said 68-year- 
old grandfather-of-three Malcolm 
Maynard, of Oakley Avenue, Tipton 

“There are a number of people 
that rely on walking sticks. My 
missus is in a wheelchair - it’s ridicu¬ 
lous. How far have we got to walk to 
catch a bus?” 

Travel 

The 22 bus, which goes to Wolver¬ 
hampton, and the 311, which goes to 
Dudley, still use the Upper Church 
Lane stop. 

Retired electrician Mr Maynard 
said people on the estate could now 
travel to those locations more easily 
than to the shops in Great Bridge or 
West Bromwich. 

He said: “There are people I know 
who used to go into West Bromwich 
and Great Bridge regularly. Now 
they do not go any more. We can get 
buses to Wolverhampton and 
Dudley, but we can’t get one to our 
local shopping centre.” 

National Express spokesman Jack 
Kelly said: “We remain open to dis¬ 
cussion about those changes, and we 
would be happy to speak to residents 
in that area.” 



I Installation service available 

Potters Lane, Wednesbury, WS10 7LH 

0121 505 1132 

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm, Saturday 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm 
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CELEBRATING OVER 27 YEARS 


WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, PORCHES 
ORANGERIES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT ROARDS 

• SUPPLIED & FITTED TO ALL AREAS* * 
V -ACROSS THE MIDLANDS- * 


LOCKS SEALANT 
SEALED • HANDLES 
UNITS • FASCIA & 
GASKETS GUTTERING I 


You are invited to visit one of 
the largest Conservatory and 
Window Showrooms in the UK 


Window, Conservatory, Porch, Fascia & Soffit News 
How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 

I It’s simple, customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale personnel and the unbeatable 
I service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window 
I and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. 

| No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 
I 27 years. Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on display at our 
I purpose built 40,000 sq. ft showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

I Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00 am to 5.30 pm and Saturday 9.00 am 
I to 4.00 pm. At Rydale we feel that is very important to see products on display before you make your final decision to purchase. 
I We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here for you the customer. 

I At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, You only pay when the installation has been completed. Rydale 
I has been a trusted brand in our area for over 27 years. If we give you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. Can 
I that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products including free delivery. 

| AT RYDALE WE CARE ABOUT THE CUSTOMER, SPEND YOUR MONEY WISELY. 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS, WE ARE HERE FOR YOU THE CUSTOMER 


UNi Miinlli hl 
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Market Hall, 

Kings Square, West Bromwich - 
Open Monday to Saturday until Christmas 
(including Christmas Eve) and 
Sunday 23rd December 

West Bromwich High Street Market 

Open Monday to Saturday (including Christmas Eve) 
and Sunday 23rd December 

Wednesbury Market, 

Union Street - Tuesdays (Brie a Brae), 
Fridays/Saturdays (General Goods), 
extra day Christmas Eve 


Oldbury 
Market, 

Adjacent Savacentre 
Tuesdays and Fridays 
Extra day Christmas Eve 

Great Bridge Market, 

Town Centre Car Park 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 
Extra day Christmas Eve 

Tipton Market, 

adjacent Co-op 
Tuesdays and Saturdays 
Extra day Christmas 



las Eve I 

cet, / 

op / 

:urdays / 
las Eve f 


Face Painting , 
Balloon Modelling 
& Entertainment 
on Saturday 22nd 
December 


All iSlarkets are closed 
on 25th and 26th December 
arid 1st January 2013. 

For details of opening times,, 
contact the Markets Manager 
on 0121 553 3074 


Traders and Staff would like to wish all customers 
a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year! 


*Extra trading days subject to traders demand 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 
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LETTERS 


Future looks bleak for emergency services 


AFTER reading about the disastrous 
factory fire in Oldbury, it started me 
thinking about our front-line services 
and the difficulties they face. 

Had there been a multiple pile-up on 
one of the motorways, or another 
serious fire within the district at the 
same time as the Oldbury fire, how 
would the fire service have coped? 

The fire service, including retained 
firemen, is being cut. 

Halesowen and Cradley Heath are 
being centralised to one point in Old 
Hill with less cover than at present. 
How will they cope? Without equip- 

How we 
miss the 
traditional 
Christmas 


WHO else misses the real 
Christmas . . . carol singers 
at your door, the smell of 
chestnuts roasting in shop¬ 
ping centres? 

Today it all seems so fast, 
so commercial. Who recalls 
seeing kids playing on their 
new bikes, girls talking to 
their dolls? 

The Christmas Day 
church service, knocking on 
the elderly neighbour’s door 
to see if they were all right. 
It seems so very long ago. 

Today no children play 
out for fear of attack, the 
roads are not safe to ride a 
bike on, dolls talk back in 
slang and text mania has 
swept Britain, only the 
national grid applauds as all 
the phone chargers go on. 

Bah humbug, you may 
say, but oh how this old 
Christmas grump yearns for 
the traditional Christmas. 
Shaun Harrison, 

Dawes Avenue, 

West Bromwich. 


ment and manpower things are looking 
black. Much the same can be said of the 
police force, also facing cuts and cen¬ 
tralisation. 

The ambulance service is the same, 
now being backed up by the St John’s 
Ambulance, mainly in the case of non¬ 
emergency cases, but I believe in other 
instances also. 

Centralising services will no doubt 
mean longer times in attending emer¬ 
gencies. 

This, together with the centralisa¬ 
tion of accident and emergency facili¬ 
ties to the so-called super hospitals, 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, Chronicle 
Editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton 

WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST in 
number of the writer. The Editor res 

E-MAIL 

sandwellchronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

iclude name, address and telephone 
mesthe right to condense letters. 


Family's praise for 
excellent Santa hunt 

IT’S not often I lavish praise on a council-run organisation, 
but on this occasion, credit where credit is due. 

With my daughter, daughter-in-law and my two youngest 
grandchildren, I attended a Santa hunt at the Manor House 
Museum, Friar Park, Wednesbury. The hunt took us 
through the grounds and main building, ending in the main 
hall where a dozing Santa waited to be woken by the chil¬ 
dren singing Jingle Bells. All the children were encouraged 
to write a letter to Santa and to mix some reindeer dust 
which they were told would attract the reindeer to their 
house on Christmas Eve. 

Santa was excellent. He chatted to the kids for about a 
quarter of an hour before inviting them all to visit him indi¬ 
vidually, to deliver their letters and collect a small gift. 

My grandchildren thoroughly enjoyed the experience and 
I have arranged to take them again next Sunday, as the 
museum staff have arranged a family day. All of the staff 
where excellent, and I have no hesitation in thanking them 
all for a very special couple of hours. 

Keith V Joyce, 

Old Park Road, Wednesbury. 


must eventually lead to more unneces¬ 
sary deaths. 

When working in the insurance 
industry, a favourite phrase was “It is 
better to have insurance and not need 
it, than to need it and not have it”. 

I am of the firm belief that this 
applies to our front-line services. 

These may be better served by 
having the time to be proactive, not just 
reactive, as prevention must surely be 
preferred to cure. 

Len Hales, 

Halesowen Road, 

Cradley Heath. 

Robots 
had taken 
over the 
market 

LAST week I went on the 
bus to Birmingham to see 
the German market. 

It was very nice, but it was 
like being in a foreign 
country - not because of the 
cultural diversity of people 
and language, but because 
during the journey and in 
the city everyone was 
talking on their phones, 
loudly in most cases, or 
sending texts, playing 
games, etc, and oblivious to 
anyone around them. 

I thought “my God the 
place is full of robots”. 

Even going to the toilet 
was an experience in the 


If you had not bought 
something from the store 
you could not use their facil¬ 
ity without the code for the 
toilet door. 

Technology is a good thing 
but not always convenient! 

C Vermont, 

Whitehouse Street, 
Tipton. 



For further information contact Sandwell Family Information Service 

0121 569 4914 


■ 

Sandwell 

I Metropolitan Borough Council 



Sandwell 
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B&G LIQUOR 

334 Londonderry Road, Oldbury 

0121 552 3270 

National Lottery available at this store 

All major credit cards accepted 


Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 
Thank you for your valued 
custom all year round 


B&G LIQUOR 

[ 330 Pound road, Oldbury 

0121 544 2719 

• Limits may apply in both stores 


Many more offers in store. Offers valid until 31st December 2012 while stocks last. 
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Hearing Centres 




Free NHS 
digital 
hearing 
aids 

Are now available at Specsavers 


If you are aged 55 or over and need an NHS hearing aid, we've just made life much 
easier. Specsavers is now an accredited NHS provider of adult hearing services. That 
means the latest hearing technology is available, free, from your local Specsavers 
store. Your hearing test is also free. 

To find out whether you are eligible to receive free NHS hearing aids 
at Specsavers, visit specsavers.co.uk or call 0800 077 8659 


NHS services delivered by Specsavers on behalf of Birmingham and Solihull, and Black Country PCT cluster. ©2012 Specsavers Hearing 
Centres. All rights reserved. 


Are you a 
member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good 
news story? 

Do you need to 
promote an event 
for a charity or a 
local good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle 
needs local news stories for 
your local paper for you 
the local reader. 

Please call the 
chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 



FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 


Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, WaTley, West Midlands B69 4QX 


NEWS 


Council in 
spy cameras 
plan to deter 
gangs of yobs 

PERMANENT CCTV cameras could be used 
to protect a Tipton estate terrorised by anti¬ 
social behaviour and vandalism. 


Sandwell Council is considering installing the cameras on 
the Lost City estate, which has been targeted by yobs. Police 
have already secured an order giving them the power to 


move on gangs, but it will 
expire on March 31 next 
year. 

Alternative preventative 
measures are now being 
looked at, but borough 
leaders warned it may be 
some time before the meas¬ 
ures are put in place. 

Funding has yet to be 
found for the scheme so 
patience is needed, council 
bosses have warned. 

Criminal 

Cabinet member for 
neighbourhoods, Councillor 
Ian Jones, said: “Installing 
permanent CCTV on this 
estate is certainly something 
which is being looked at. 

“There have been prob¬ 
lems with anti-social behav¬ 
iour and criminal damage in 
the area previously which 
was why police sought to put 
the dispersal order in place. 

“CCTV cameras have also 
been requested as a deter¬ 
rent. 


by Lee Watton 


“However at the present 
time no funding has been 
allocated for such a project. 
First we need to secure the 
cash for the cameras. When 
this will happen I just do not 
know, but it something we 
are working on and hope to 
achieve in the future. 

“We also want to ensure 
there is a strong police 
response in place before car¬ 
rying out such a scheme. 

“There is no point in 
having the cameras if offi¬ 
cers are not available to 
respond. 

“These things have to be 
discussed further.” 

Police asked for a disper¬ 
sal order to give them the 
power to move on groups of 
two or more young people. 

It came into force in 
October to deter young 
people from congregating in 
the area. 


Lighting up memories 



The mayor of Sandwell Councillor Keith Davies with 
Rotary president Graham Golcher 


SHOPPERS can mark the memory of a loved one and 
support a good cause at the same time, thanks to the 
Wednesbury Tree of Light. 

The tree was switched on at Morrisons by the Mayor of 
Sandwell. It has been organised by the Rotary Club of 
Wednesbury and co-ordinated by Rotarian Keith Vaughan. 

Senior vice-president of the club, Michael Middleton, 
said: “People can buy a star, that star goes on to the tree and 
it is in memory of a loved one they may have lost, or to mark 
a special occasion. All the money raised is distributed 
between Barnardos and Churches Together in Wednes¬ 
bury.” 

A community memorial service will be held at St 
Bartholomew’s Church on January 20. 


Bhandal Dental Surgery 

61 Walsall Road, Darlaston, Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 9JS 



Spaces now available for new NHS patients, 

Late night appointments 
now available 

Please call our friendly team to book an 
appointment on 0121 526 2252 
We offer high quality dental services in modern comfortable 
surroundings. 

Full range of cosmetic dentistry available including: 

• Tooth Whitening Special offer £250.00 

• Crowns and Veneers 

You may be eligible for free NHS treatment if you are in receipt of certain 
benefits. Cosmetic treatment is not available on the NHS. 

OPENING TIMES 

Monday / Tuesday / Thursday / Friday 
8.30am - 1pm 1.45pm - 5.30pm 
Late Night Wednesdays 8.30am - 1pm 1.45pm - 6.30pm 

24 Hour Emergency Dental Service 

07831 417 050 


At 


Providing NHS Dentistry 


Bhandal Dental Practice 

www.bhandaldentalpractices.co.uk 


[ZZZ0 
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The Georgia from Lazboy is a Stylish suite with all the 
would expect from the worlds leading recliner brand. 
Georgia has the 3 position recliner; a sloucher mechar 
lumber suport. The La-Z-Boy Georgia is for immedi; 


Brian James 

Christmas 

savings! 


www.brianjamesfurnishings.co.uk 


Massive range of 

sofas in stock 

for Christmas 


Lazboy Georgia 

As seen on TV In stock! 

3 Seater electric recliner 


Lazboy Georgia 

As seen on TV In stock! 

2 Seater electric recliner 



£1499 


£1299 


£699 



_ in 


available for 

Immediate 

delivery 


Lazboy Georgia 

As seen on TV In stock! 

Chair electric recliner 




* 




*> 











Walsall Road, Cannock, WSI I OJJ | Telephone: 01543 570 759 

A New Beds & Bedroom Furniture Department | A New Dining Room Department 
A New Extensive Sofa Department | Brand New Carpets & Flooring Department 
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Police raids 
in VAT probe 

A MAN was arrested and £40,000 of 
cash seized during an investigation 
into suspected VAT fraud. 

The 33-year-old from Walsall was 
arrested with a man from 
Handsworth. Both trade in conserva¬ 
tory and garden furniture and are 
suspected of VAT fraud offences. 

Homes in Walsall and Handworth 
and a business in Smethwick were 
searched and computers and busi¬ 
ness records were seized. 

Around £40,000 of cash was seized 
at one of the residential addresses. 

The two men, who were arrested 
on alleged offences of cheating the 
public revenue contrary to public law, 
were bailed until February 26 next 
year. 


Council in £700,000 bid to cut 
fuel bills at hundreds of homes 


A Bl D for £700,000 to lower the 
energy bills of hundreds of low 
income and vulnerable house¬ 
holds in Sandwell is being 
made to the Government. 

If granted, 400 homes will benefit 
from improved central heating and loft 
or wall insulation. 

A report to the council’s finance boss 
Councillor Steve Eling, asks him to 
support a bid to the Department of 


Energy and Climate Change for 
£731,000 from the Fuel Poverty Fund. 

The cost of providing energy-efficient 
measures to 291 homes is estimated to 
be £731,000 and will be funded by the 
DECC. 

The cost of delivering energy-effi¬ 
ciency measures to the remaining 109 
homes will be funded by NPower. 
Sandwell Council is not required to 
commit any funding. 

A report to Councillor Eling, cabinet 
member for strategic resources, said: 


“The programme aims to improve the 
energy efficiency of 400 homes in the 
borough and reduce fuel bills of low 
income and vulnerable households by 
providing energy-efficient central 
heating systems and insulation.” 

The report states the authority is 
already delivering measures through 
the Affordable Warmth Programme 
and the Community Energy Savings 
Programme. 

The Affordable Warmth Programme 
provides grants for new boilers and of 


modern central heating, but funds are 
now fully committed and there’s a 
waiting list. 

Meanwhile, the Community Energy 
Savings Programme is delivering loft 
and external wall insulation to council- 
owned homes. 

If the Fuel Poverty Fund money is 
approved the funding would see 100 
homeowners in fuel poverty get energy- 
efficient central heating and a further 
100 receive external wall insulation. 


Drug verdict 
disappoints 

A DRUG which can delay the growth 
of advanced ovarian cancer should 
not be widely available on the NHS, 
the National Institute for Health and 
Clinical Excellence (Nice), has said. 

Campaigners said they were disap¬ 
pointed after the healthcare regula¬ 
tor did not recommend bevacizumab, 
marketed as Avastin, in draft guid¬ 
ance. 

Charity Target Ovarian Cancer 
said the drug, which starves tumours 
of blood, offered a rare glimmer of 
hope for women with the disease. 

But Nice said the data submitted 
by manufacturer Roche was not suit¬ 
able to properly assess the clinical 
effectiveness of the drug. 


Do you know 

who is taking you 
home tonight? 



ALWAYS, ALWAYS 

use a taxi or pre-booked 

Licensed Private Hire Vehicle 


Taxi & Private Hire Licensing 

Tel: 0845 359 7545 


www.sandwell.gov.uk/taxi 


■ 

Sandwell 


■ Metropolitan Borough Council 



New home for 
advice workers 


if 6 D | 



On their way - Mandy Dhillon, Nicky Francis, Gary Perry, 
Deborah Horton-Heighway, and John Davies, from 
Citizens Advice Bureau, get set for the move 


STAFF at Tipton Citizens’ Advice Bureau said goodbye to 
their home of 14 years as they made way for a £1.5 million 
extension of a health centre. 

Staff and volunteers spent last week clearing out their old 
office in Neptune Health Park and putting items into 
storage. Now they are running a scaled-down service at 
smaller offices at St Paul’s Community Centre while bosses 
try to find something more suitable long-term. 

Sandwell CAB chief executive John Davies said: “We will 
operate from St Paul’s and we will carry on doing what we 
are doing.” 

Warning on buying 
booze for under-l8s 

SANDWELL health and community safety chiefs are 
warning people not to buy alcohol on behalf of under-18s 
this Christmas and New Year - or they could face a fine of 
up to £5,000. 

The council’s trading standards team, part of Sandwell’s 
Community Alcohol Project, is warning against “proxy pur¬ 
chasing”. 

A recent survey of nearly 400 Sandwell young people 
revealed that over 50 per cent said they got alcohol from 
parents and from the home, often with parents’ knowledge. 
Parents are being urged to think about how much alcohol 
they are buying, especially if stocking up for Christmas and 
New Year, and how easy it is for children to get hold of it. 
The Community Alcohol Project is encouraging parents to 
talk to their children about the risks of alcohol. 

The project heard young people say they asked parents, 
older brothers and sisters and even strangers on the street 
to buy them alcohol. Bob Charnley, Sandwell Council’s 
trading standards manager, said: “Proxy purchasing is 
against the law. Buying alcohol for someone under 18 is 
illegal and punishable by a £5,000 fine and a criminal 
record.” 
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Massive range of 
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for Christmas 





available for 

Immediate 

delivery 


THE MANGO COLLECTION 

AS SEEN ON TV 

With true elegance and style the Mango 
comer group compliments any living room. 
With deep soft seats covered in highly 
durable square cord and PU leather this 
range is perfect for feeling cosy and relaxed. 





mango collection comer only £699 



Walsall Road, Cannock, WSI I OJJ | Telephone: 01543 570 759 

A New Beds & Bedroom Furniture Department | A New Dining Room Department 
A New Extensive Sofa Department | Brand New Carpets & Flooring Department 
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EcKristmds 


[ ng Pa pej 


r School 
fchristmas Cards 
31 Cards 


3 T 6T6 ITristmdsi 

GifFTags 


Christmas 
Mo ney Wallets 


* Christmc 
Crackers 


Christmas < 
[Decorations 


®I^o\S Christma s & 
eo1 ' AT^TYear i 


Tel 0121 357 9761 

899 Walsall Road, Great Barr, Birmingham B42 1TN 


CLUB NEWS 


apeario! Craft group centres 
feting nn tree decorating 


GEORGE Hook entertained 
the main guild meeting at 
the beginning of November 
talking about his family 
mother-of-pearl business. 

It was started in 1824 and 
was passed from father to 
son, his own father worked 
there until he was 94. 

At this time there were 
many mother-of-pearl 
industries in Birmingham 
making buttons, knife 
handles, buckles and also 
inlay items. 

The shells were imported 
from Australia and Japan 
and the blue iridescent 
abalone shells came from 
Japan and Mexico. 

He explained how a shell 
was cut to get the greatest 
number of buttons from it. 

George is passionate and 
amusing about his work. His 
factory is now the only one 
left in Birmingham but the 
pearl buttons and buckles 
are so expensive because 
they are handmade that he 
only does special orders. 

For social studies, social 
historian Ray Sturdy spoke 
on The Extraordinary Vesta 
Tilley. Born in Worcester in 
1864 as Matilda (Tilly) Alice 
Powles, she was one of 13 
children. Her father Harry 
was a china painter and was 
a musical tramp entertainer 
in his spare time. 

He later became manager 
in Gloucester Theatre. This 
is where Vesta first went on 
stage, aged four. 

After rising to the top of 
the bill, Vesta retired to help 
her husband, Sir Walter de 
Frece with his political 
career as an ME 



Guild chairman Mary Clark, left, and Margaret Beech 


SEDGLEY 

EVENING 

TOWNSWOMEN 


AFTER working on the wall 
hanging displayed at the 
Community Centre, the arts 
and craft group turned its 
talents to decorating a tree 
in Sedgley All Saints 
Church. 

The subject was a story 
and the group chose The 
Hungry Caterpillar. 

Members crafted items of all 
the goodies consumed by the 
caterpillar and ended up 
with him as a butterfly at 
the top of the tree. 

The Christmas party was 
a great success with deli¬ 
cious food provided by all 
the members. The evening 
ended with carol singing. 
The next meeting is story¬ 
telling by The Ukulele Lady 
on January 19 at the 
Sedgley Community Centre. 
Visitors and new members 
are always welcome. 


Speaker's travelling tales 


AT the November meeting, 
chairman Hilda Hathaway 
was pleased to welcome two 
new members, Savi Chandy 
and Urmila Sathia. 

A letter of thanks has been 
received from the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, Birm¬ 
ingham for the guild’s dona¬ 
tion of £150 to the children’s 
unit. 

Following a sponsored 
walk which raised £165, a 


CANNOCK 

TOWNSWOMEN 


cheque was sent to the 
Princess Royal Carer’s 
Trust. 

Speaker for the evening 
was Peter Martin who gave a 
slide show of his travels in 
India and Nepal. The back¬ 
ground music and wonderful 
camera work made one feel 


part of the experience, 
giving members a real 
insight into the culture and 
daily life of the people. 

The guild meets on the 
third Tuesday of the month 
at 7.30pm. at St Luke’s 
Primary School, New 
Penkridge Road. There is 
disability access and parking 
at the front of the building. 

For further information 
call 01543 506347. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


A working union between two dental 
professionals is helping to bring about 
life-changing outcomes. Retired sales 
director Clive was terrified of dentists. 
Read why now he’s changed his view 

A Navy nightmare 
is tinally overcome 
by the power of 
creative dentistry 

Clive’s 



All smiles - Clive with wife Margaret 

transformation 


Not happy with failing 


It’s time to join 
the denture 

I 

revolution ^ 


My new teeth look It’s the best money 

and feel like my own I have ever spent 


There’s nothing that 
I now can’t eat 


I feel comfortable 
and confident 



Traditional options 

THE work of the Denture Clinic has found 
satisfied customers from as far away as 
Spain. Its hand-crafted dentures, made in 
laboratories on the premises, are known for 
both their natural look and excellent funtion. 

Suction solutions 

A CUTTING-EDGE development to help re¬ 
solve common stability problems. The Ultra 
Suction teeth are held in place by tiny valve- 
operated suction devices. 

Implant-retained 

Dentures which are retained by implant fix¬ 
ings offer a guaranteed solution for stability 
problems and have proven a popular option 
with patients. 

AII-on-4™ therapy 

ONE of the most advanced restorative op¬ 
tions for denture wearers is available in 
Dudley and Wolverhampton. An implant 
system called AII-on-4 offers a perma¬ 
nently retained full arch of teeth in a day - 
ideal for people with busy lifestyles. 


C LIVE was so afraid of the 
dentist he plucked up all of 
his courage and begged him 
to extract all of his teeth so that he’d 
never have problems ever again. 

That was more than 20 years 
ago, but what the retired sales di¬ 
rector didn’t know was that his tooth 
troubles were far from over. 

Following the extractions den¬ 
tures were fitted and he no prob¬ 
lems for a few years. But the 
ageing process took its toll and 
Clive experienced stability prob¬ 
lems with the lower denture as his 
gums receded. For five years he 
endured the embarrassment of ill- 
fitting teeth, sore spots and deny¬ 
ing himself favourite foods. 

Clive recalls his first dental night¬ 
mare: Stationed at Malta, the Royal 
Navy man suddenly had raging 
toothache. “I’d been drinking to dull 
the pain but as soon as I was back 
on board the duty dentists was 
summoned. He’d been drinking too 


and when he injected me broke off 
the needle in my gum. That was me 
finished with dentists.” In recent 
years Clive had four denture relines 
to help the stability issues, but none 
provided a long-term solution. 

Clive decided to have implant-re¬ 
tained dentures. He was referred 
by Steven Burchell Dip CDT 
RCS(Eng), whose Denture Clinic is 
based at North Street, Dudley, and 
in Tettenhall Road, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, to implantologist Mr Jonathon 
Pugh BDS MSc. Mr Pugh carried 
out the surgery and the prosthetics 
were hand-crafted by Mr Burchell. 

Since having the implant-retained 
dentures, Clive has been able to bite 
into crispy apples and indulge him¬ 
self with pork crackling. “It’s the best 
money I’ve ever spent and it’s been 
a real boost. I was dreading having 
it done, but I can honestly say I felt 
no pain at all,” he says. 

• The Denture Clinic now offers a full service 

at Fresh Dental, Bearwood, Smethwick. 


You wouldn’t know 
I have dentures 


I cannot speak highly 
enough of the service 



Denture 


• 5 North Street, Dudley, DY2 7DT 

• Parkdale Dental Practice, 

82 Tettenhall Road, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4TF 

• Fresh Dental, 4 St Mary’s Road, 
Bearwood, Smethwick, B67 5DG 

www.denture-clinic.co.uk 


Never before has there been such attention 
given to denture wearers and developments in 
recent solutions for this special group of people 
can be described only as strident. 

Give yourself the chance to be exposed to 
some of the most modern treatments available 
for dealing with stability issues, sore spots, ill- 
fitting teeth and aestethic issues. 


Call us now 01384 348594 or 01902 539300 


• Cosmetic enhancement • Natural looking dentures • Partial dentures 
• Repairs • Implant-retained dentures • Relines • Denture deep cleansing 
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All Seasons DIY 


/ N y 7 -it 


■Tuxuiwr 

7' 


ffiisan 

CRAZY ^ 
PRICES ( 


56-58 High Street 
Smethwick, 

West Midlands. B66 IDS 

Tel: 0121 558 4711 




/As featured on • - 

BBC Midlands ' 

;Today News . 


ttbUM* 

o% off. 


WE ARE A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS TRADING FOR OVER 40 YEARS 
SERVING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 


FESTIVE TIPS 


Don’t let stress put a 
damper on Christmas 


CHRISTMAS is typically one of the 
most stressful events of the year. The 
expense of buying gifts, the pressure 
of last-minute shopping, and the 
heightened expectations of family 
togetherness can all combine to 
undermine our best intentions. 

Some practical suggestions can help you 
reduce your festive stress. 

Budgeting for Christmas 

Work out a rough budget of expected 
Christmas costs as early as possible. This 
includes ‘hidden’ expenses such as food 
bills and overseas telephone charges. 

Calculate how much disposable income 
you have between now and Christmas. A 
certain percentage of this can be dedicated 
each week (or fortnight or month) to cov¬ 
ering your expected Christmas costs. 

If your nest egg isn’t enough to cover 
your estimated expenses, consider recal¬ 
culating your Christmas budget to a more 
realistic amount. 

Presents 

If you have a large circle of extended 
family or friends to buy gifts for, it can be 
very costly. Suggest a change in the way 
your family and friends give presents. You 
could suggest that your group: 

Buy presents only for the children. 

Everyone draws a name out of a hat and 
buys a present only for that person. 

Set a limit on the cost of presents. 

Christmas shopping 

Make a list of all the gifts you wish to 
buy before you go shopping. 

Cross people off the list as you buy to 
avoid duplication 

Buy a few extras, such as chocolates, 
just in case you forget somebody or you 
have unexpected guests bearing gifts. 

If possible, do your Christmas shopping 
early - in the first week of December or 
even in November. Some well-organised 
people do their Christmas shopping grad¬ 
ually over the course of the year, starting 
with the post-Christmas sales. 


Make sure that you are not too stressed to enjoy Christmas 

Buy your gifts by mail catalogue or groceries to your door, 
over the internet. Some companies Relationships 
will also gift-wrap and post your Stress, anxiety, and depression are 
presents for a small additional fee. common during the festive season. If 
Christmas dinner nothing else, reassure yourself that 

If you are cooking lunch at home, these f ee lings are normal, 
delegate tasks. You don t need to do Don > t expect m i rac i es . If you and 
everything yourself. certain famil members bicker all 

Consider keeping it simple - for . vm , ran he sure there’ll he 

instance, you could always arrange f T, . , ,, . 

for a ‘buffet’ lunch, where everybody tension at Christmas gatherings 
brings a platter * amily members involved m after - 

Make a list of food and ingredients lunch activities are less likely to get 
needed. Buy as many non-perishable mt o arguments. Plan something to 
food items as you can in advance. do as a group after lunch if necessary. 
Write a Christmas Day timetable. 

Consider doing your food shopping • For more information go to 
online. The store will deliver your www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au 



STARTS IQftMBOUHG DAY 


STUNNING RIAIWOOD 
& BEAUTIFUL LAMINATE FIGURING 


SEE WEBSITE FOR STORE RETAILS 

shop 24/i www.floors2go.co.uk 


HALESOWEN 1 

Unit 5-6 
Mucklow Hill 
Trading Estate, 
MuckTow Hill, 
Halesowen, 
B62 8DF 
Tel: 0121504 3720 



HALESOWEN 2 ^ 
93 Dudley Road, w here 
H alesowen, 
Birmingham 
B63 3NS 
Tel: 0121550 5221 



DUDLEY 

100 Birmingham Rd., 
Dudley, 

DY1 4RF 

Tel: 01384 237 000 



WOLVERHAMPTON 

Unit B, 

Fox’s Lane, 
Wolverhampton 
WV1 1PA 

Tel: 01902 313414 



ALSO AT SHEL00N, ERDINGT0N, NEWTOWN, CANNOCK 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


IEVIN 


FOR 3 DAYS ONLY DON’T 
HESITATE, THESE OFFERS AND 
PRICES WILL NEVER BE REPEATED 


mmezz 


to 




r SALE STARTS 
f 26TH DECEMBER 
BOXING DAY 10 AM PRO 


Thursday 21 December 
9 am-6 pm 


FURNITURE BEDS AND CARPETS 

ALL STOCKS 
MUST BE SOLD 

THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER!! EXTRA 
DISCOUNT OFF OUR ALREADY LOW SALE 
PRICES FOR THE FIRST 3 DAYS ONLY 


MEGA DOORBUSTER 

1 Only CLEARANCE 10nly 

A genuine real Leather Only 
full electric motion y 

Reeling Armchair 

Must be cleared at 
more than 60% off RRP 


MEGA DOORBUSTER 

1 Only CLEARANCE 1 Only 

A brand Double size Only 

‘Slumberland’ posture y 

flex backcare top 
quality mattress 

More than 70% off RRP 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Prado double 
size frame and 
mattress 


£129 




MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Milos 4 door robe 
6ft wide x 7ft 4 home 
assembly Beech finish 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Tetras double 
size Silver/Beech 
frame and mattress 


£169 




MEGA PRI CEBUSTER 

CIDQT9 1 _ 


FIRST 2 
CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Imperial 3 door slider 
8ft 3 wide x 7ft 4 home 
assembly Beech finish 

£399 


MEGA DOORBUSTER 

1 Only CLEARANCE 1 Only 

A pair of top quality Only 

2 seater Lounge y 

Sofas made in a floral 
hardwearing Chenille 

More than 50% off RRP 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Rebecca 
double size Black 
frame and mattress 


£179' 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Dover 2 door Silver 
6ft wide x6ft 6 high home 
assembly Walnut finish 


£269 


MEGA DOORBUSTER 
1 Only CLEARANCE 1 Only 

A full Double size orthopaedic Only 
quality deep base Divan Set y 

made in an all over quality 
Damask cover 

More than 70% off RRP 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Fushion double 
size ottoman storage 
frame and mattress 


£219 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Manhattan 4 door combi 
6ft 3wide x 6ft 7 high home 
assembly Light Ash finish 


£279 


MEGA DOORBUSTER 
1 Only CLEARANCE 1 Only 
Only 


Georgian High Back Full 
Leather Antique ‘Ox Blood’ 
3 Seater Settee on Queen 
Anne Legs. Ready to go 
(At Brierley Hill store only) 
More than 60% Off RRP 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Minuette single 
size Silver style 
frame and mattress 


£99 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST TWO CUSTOMERS ONLY 
The Soria Silver Metal 
|Bunkbeds with spring interior 

mattresses '■■■IK 


THE LOT 

£179 


SHOP CLEARANCE 

The Verona Leather 3 seater recliner + 2 
seater Recline r high back com f ort one set onl y 

Only 


SHOP CLEARANCE 

The Marquis Italian Leather 3 seater+1 chair+ 
power Rrecliner pocket sprung seating one set only 

Only " 


SHOP CLEARANCE 
The Douglas modern 3 seater sofa + 2 Sofa 
comfort super soft tou ch fabric 

Only 


SHOP CLEARANCE 

The Carlton scatter back 3 seater + 2 seate 
Sofas compact size 4 modern colours 

Only 


SHOP CLEARANCE 

The Colorada leather 2x2 seater sofas in green 
colour compact dimension 1 set only^ 

Only 


SHOP CLEARANCE 
The Como full Leather 3 seater Recliner Sofa 
made in a lovely mid Brown Leat her one Sofa on ly 

Only 


SHOP CLEARANCE 

The Naomi Chaise style Sofa with all scatter 
cushions super comfort and style 

Only 


SHOP CLEARANCE 


SHOP CLEARANCE 

A ‘Relaxer’ Leather Look Recliner Chair with 
Matching Stool 

Only 


SHOP CLEARANCE 

A quality high seated orthopaedic style 
fireside Chair one only per store 


Only 


SHOP CLEARANCE 
Double size ‘Vacuum packed’ 

No spring Visco memory foam mattress 

Only £1 23 


SHOP CLEARANCE 

A pair of quality Leather style rollback Dining 
Chairs ready assembled one set only 

Only £39 the pair 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

1 SET ONLY 
PER STORE 

The Ascot Table and 
2 super Dining Chairs 
ready to go! 

f di 


BED PRICES SLASHED 

FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Pearl ortho double 
quality 4 drawer Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 

til 79 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

2 SETS ONLY 
PER STORE 

The Oakmere Table + 

4 Leather look Dining 
Chairs home assembly 

f£17Sl 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Everest double memory 
foam/spring top quality Bed 
Save 60% off RRP 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

3 Sets only per store 
The Ashbourne Wood Table 
and 6 super easy clean chairs 
Home assembly 

I £249 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Majestic double 1000 
pocket sprung top quality Bed 
Save 60% off RRP 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


4 SETS ONLY 
PER STORE 

The Corona Mexican Pine 
Table + 4 Chairs home 
assembly solid wood 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Dreamland 3/4 size | 
small double Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 


IE<VINES 

IEVINES 

1 

Z 

m 

0) 

Oakfield House, Level Street, 

Brierley Hill 01384 79393 
(next to the Copthorne Hotel) 

583 Bearwood Road, 
Bearwood B66 4BH 

0121 420 2991 

837 Warwick Road, Tysley, 
Birmingham B11 2EL 

0121 707 5545 
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www.plumbingpoint.co.uk 


vVallieift • Vi 


Unit E, Alma Estate, Stafford Road/l 
Darlaston. WS10 8SX t: 0121 568 8268 


DARLASTON 


Compare our Prices with your local stores 

We will not be beaten!! 


1200 sliderf 
8 m Glassll _ 
1200x800 Tray | 

£300 

Complete 


1 800 Quad inc. Tray 
Curved glass 6mm 
toughened glass - 
Lifetime guarantee 

£240 

All come with a polished chrome finish 
6mm safety glass, chrome capped 
double runner wheels top and bottom, 
lick release doors, magnetic door 
seals and fixing are conceded 


Bathroom Fitting 
Service NOW AVAILABLE 


| LUXURY 


BATH PACK 
Including: 
Cosmopolitan 
4 Piece 1 Tap 


. Hole Set with 


Seat, Cosmos 1700x700mm Heavy 
Duty Bath, Cosmos Luxury Front 
Bath Panel, Regal Monobloc with 
Pop Up Waste, Regal Bath/Shower 
Mixer, Bath Combination Waste & 
Chrome Plated Plug ££4Q 

L Shaped Bath 

with Panel inc. wooden panel, 
screen and bath 

PRICE CAN’T 
BE BEATEN 
£385 


Bathroom Suites 
from £170 


SHOWROOM 


Amazing fer 

Yubo1000 
Vanity Unit inc 
BTW Unit & 

Basin, Tap, 

Cistern and Pan 
£200 
NOW OPEN • MOST ITEMS IN 


BOILERS 

Complete central heating system 
supplied and fitted from £1900 
Worcester 28 Junior I including 

flue and clock . £920 

Ferroli 31 HE Plus Optimax, 

5 years parts and labour..£620 
Sime 25 HE Grade A Boiler, 

, Econ Port Plus. £499 


4 mtr Gutter .£6.50 

Gutter Bracket .£0.50 

Soffit .£5.50 

5.5 Downpipe .£8.00 

Sq or round, black, white or brown 

STOCK 


©a m mmm [ 

Choice of Colours 
£8 per length 

BAin 

From £65 

Lifetime Guarantee 

gATHHOOiVil 

CAISlNt I ^ r 

Wide Choice available, 
start from £65 
up to £180 

tweb. nmsl 

Good selection on show, I 
comprehensive prices startJ 
from £65 


Worcester • Vallient • Verolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 


r 


^ RETAIL! 
o» nit > t.4M 


? viator 



OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 343400 


Call 

NOW 

to promote 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 

in the 
Sandwell 
Chronicle 

Ask for 

Rachel 
Hunt on 



www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


DVD & BLU-RAY REVIEWS 


Prehistoric pirates 
invade the ice flge 



All at sea - the Ice Age crew are pirate 
Ice Age 4: Continental Drift (U) 

ANOTHER fun movie in the animated Ice 
Age saga starts with the manic prehistoric 
squirrel Scrat once again pursuing the 
elusive acorn. You’ve got to love a trier but 
this time Scrat’s exploits set off a chain reac¬ 
tion that reshapes the frozen world. 

This has a big impact on the multi-species 
family of animals we met in the previous 
three movies. These include the wooly mam¬ 
moths, Manny, Ellie and rebellious daughter 
Peaches, also sabre-toothed tiger Diego and 
dopey sloth Sid who now has his crotchety 
granny to care for. 

Manny, Sid, Diego and Granny find them¬ 
selves adrift on an iceberg and encounter 


prey in the latest prehistoric comic romp 

pirates led by nasty ape Captain Gutt 
(voiced by Peter Dinklage from Game of 
Thrones) and Nick Frost (from Shaun of the 
Dead) as his henchman, or rather, hench- 
seal. Also add new characters voiced by Jen¬ 
nifer Lopez, Niki Minaj and rapper Drake. 

It’s the best-looking Ice Age so far, the 
vibrant colours and images particularly 
good on Blu-Ray with the 3D version includ¬ 
ing eye-popping moments with fish bone 
swords and Gutt’s looming face. Humour- 
wise it is aimed squarely at the youngsters 
Both DVD and Blu-Ray feature a music 
section including The Sid Shuffle whilst 
Blu-Ray offers lots of exclusive extras. 

Leon Burakowski 


Seeking A Friend For The 
End Of The World (15) 

THE world was due to end 
on December 21 and, if you 
are reading this after that 
date, it appears the Mayan 
calendar’s abrupt ending 
did not mean apocalypse 
However, the world is 
ending in this dark comedy 
starring Steve Carell and 
Keira Knightley as neigh¬ 
bours thrown together by 
the imminent end of days. 
An asteroid is on a collision 


course with Earth and the 
final attempt to deflect it 
has failed, leaving three 
weeks to impact. 

So that’s it for mankind, 
though a radio announcer 
describes our fate more suc¬ 
cinctly as insurance sales¬ 
man Dodge (Carell) hears 
the news and is promptly 
dumped by his wife. 

As riots ravage the city, 
Dodge and his flakey 
English neighbour Penny 
(Knightley) hit the road 


together, he in search of his 
high school sweetheart and 
she is looking for the last 
flight home. 

Lorene Scafaria’s directo¬ 
rial debut is an off-beat 
blend of rom-com and road 
movie with gallows humour 
laced with poignancy. 
Knightley stays the right 
side of annoying and Carell 
adds to his repertoire of 
likeable losers. 

Available on DVD and 
Blu-Ray. LB 


Nostalgia 
for 1980s 
sci-fi fun 


ENJOY nostalgia with the 
first Blu-Ray releases of 
1980s family favourites 

Flight Of The Navigator 
(U) and Short Circuit 
(PG). 

Flight Of The Navigator 
wasn’t a hit at the cinemas 
but found a big following on 
VHS. It’s a fast-paced sci-fi 
action story about an Amer¬ 
ican boy who returns home 
after a mishap in the woods 
and discovers he has been 
missing for eight years. 

It turns out he was kid¬ 
napped by the invisible occu¬ 
pant of a UFO but makes a 
deal to help alien intelli¬ 
gence Max, who calls the lad 
‘Navigator’, if he will return 
him home to 1978. 

Disney was approached to 
make this but it went to 
another film company, who 
hired Grease director 
Randal Kleiser. Rumour has 
it that this cult favourite, 
featuring an early role for 
Sex and the City’s Sarah 
Jessica Parker, is to be 
remade soon. 

Short Circuit was made in 
the wake of ET and features 
a robot, Number Five 
(surely an ancestor of 
WALL-E), that develops a 
personality after being 
struck by a bolt of lightning. 
It goes on the run from the 
US Army. Ally Sheedy dis¬ 
covers the big-eyed ‘hot and 
determines to persuade 
Five’s inventor, Steve Gut- 
tenburg, that the runaway is 
more than just a machine. 

It’s a bit corny and the 
tech looks dated but that 
just adds to Short Circuit’s 
retro charm. LB 


'V s- 



L 






START SATURDAY! 


Off Cronehills Linkway Roundabout, West Bromwich 

www.astlepark.com 


Mon - Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm, Sun 11am - 5pm 
Christmas Late Night Shopping Thurs 20th Dec 'til 8pm 

Mon 24th & Mon 31st 9.30am - 4pm 
Wed 26th 10am - 4pm* 

*Next Clearance: 6am - 6pm, M&5 Outlet & Domo: Closed 


aste 

outlet 

park 

west bromwich 
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ear ly bird bargains in store 


25% OFF 


ercol 

ASHLEY MANOR^ 


(Olb (Tl)imu 


D U RESTA 
Parker Knoll 





NATHAN 


VLSPRING 

ZERC ?stress 

by himolla 


Vo 30% OFF 


to 50% OFF 

@| amxdesign Mi 


H T L Sleepeezee 

© HABU „ F L^n s.-TEMPUR 

MATTRESSES AND PILLOWS 


WILLIS&.GAMBIER |f GEAj 

Furniture designed for life 

Sealu COLLINS and HAYES 

FURNITURE 


Wellemobel 

comfortable beds 

ki NICOLETTIHOME JOYANT 

UPHOLSTERY LIMITED 


Gainsboitxjgh Beds. 


big savings on leading brands 



WELCOME TO YOUR LOCAL FURNITURE VILLAGE: 


Gallagher Retail Park, Junction 9 M6 

Wednesbury 

WS10 9QY Tel: 0121 502 7960 


Telford Forge Retail Park, Colliers Way 

Telford 

TF3 4AG Tel: 01952 213170 


Solihull Gate Retail Park, Marshall Lake Road 
Shirley Solihull 
B90 4BA Tel: 0121 506 8680 


Stores dosed until Boxing Day - shop online from Thursday 20th December. 

Christmas opening hours - Boxing Day 9-6. Thursday & Friday 9-8. Saturday 9-6. Sunday 11-5. 

f u rn i t u revi llage.co. u k 


FURNITURE 

BRAND LEADERS 
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FURNITURE 
FACTORY OUTLET 


DELIVERY WITHIN 
7 DAYS ON 
ALL STOCK ITEMS 





CHRISTMAS & 
NEW YEAR 
OPENING HOURS 

CHRISTMAS DAY CLOSED 


BOXING DAY 
THU 27TH DEC 
FRI 28TH DEC 
SAT 29TH DEC 
SUN 30TH DEC 


10AM-6PM 

10AM-6PM 

10AM-6PM 

10AM-6PM 

10AM-6PM 


ftdJ 

r WITH 

LAJJy 

m 

1 

NEW YEARS EVE 10AM-4PM ■ 
NEW YEARS DAY 11AM-6PM ■ 
WED 2ND JAN 10AM-6PM ■ 
THU 3RD JAN 10AM-6PM ■ 

FRI4THJAN 10AM-6PM ■ 

SAT5THJAN 10AM-6PM ■ 

SUN6THJAN 10AM-4PM ■ 

£1,000,00 

REDUCED 

0 WORTH OF SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE STOCK Dl 
IN PRICE TO TAKE AWAY OR AVAILABLE FOR NEXT DA 

RASTICALLY 

Y DELIVERY 


MODULAR SOFA 
MAKE UR OWN 
SIZE SOFA WITH 
OR WITHOUT ARM 
HARDWEARING 
WOVEN FABRIC 

\NASJ29r~ 

PER SECTION 
SALE PRICE £49 
PER SECTION 



RAVAL 

REAL LEATHER SOFA 
REGULAR WAS£399 
HALF PRICE £199 


LARGE SOFA WAS £499 

HALF PRICE £249 



CAMEO MODERN DESIGN 
REGULAR SOFA IN HIGH GLOSS 
FAUX LEATHER WAS £247 
HALF PRICE £124.50 



KENSINGTON HAND 
CRAFTED EXTRA HIGH 
QUEEN ANNE QUALITY 
WING CHAIR WAS £399 
SAVE £150 SALE £249 
DOUBLE m - 

DISCOUNT I J 
FIRST 50 ■ 

SAVE 

EXTRA £50 

JUST £199 1 


CHOICE OF SEAT HEIGHTS 
CHOICE OF FABRICS 


L 


OTTOMAN 

DOUBLE BED FRAME WITH CRIMSON VELVET FABRIC 
WAS £499 REDUCED £399 NOW £199 

DOUBLE 
DISCOUNT 
FIRST 
10 

SETS 

SAVE 
EXTRA 
£50 

JUST £149 



OCEAN 
STURDY METAL 
FRAME BED 
SINGLE WAS £89 
NOW £69 


DOUBLE 
DISCOUNT 
FIRST 20 
SAVE EXTRA 
£30 

JUST £39 


(MATTRESS EXTRA) 


DOUBLE SIZE AVAILABLE TOO! 



MILAN 

REAL LEATHER CORNER UNIT BLACK/BROWN/CREAM 
WAS £599 HALF PRICE £299 



EXTENDING SOLID 
LIGHT OAK FINISH TABLE 
AND SIX HIGH BACK 
FAUX LEATHER CHAIRS 
WAS £699 
SAVE £300 
NOW £399 

DOUBLE DISCOUNT 
FIRST 5 SETS 
SAVE EXTRA £50 
JUST £349 



GLASGOW DIVAN 
SET IN BLUE STITCH 
BOND HARD WEARING 
FABRIC - EXTRA THICK 
WHITE FILLINGS 
ON AGGRO SPRUNG 
INTERIOR 

SINGLE SET WAS £99 

SALE £59 

DOUBLE SET WAS £149 

SALE £89 

KING SIZE WAS £199 

SALE £119 


FREE HEADBOARD 
WORTH UPTO £69 
WHEN YOU BUY 
THIS BED 

OFFER ENDS 06/01/2013 


STURDY 
METAL 
BUNK BED 
FRAME 
WAS £*49 
SAVE £50 
JUST £99 

MATTRESSES 
JUST £39 
EACH 



WING CHAIRS 
CLASSICAL 
TUB CHAIRS 
OCCASIONAL 
CHAIRS 
FROM £129 




L A BOY 

POWER LIFT & RISE MOBILITY 
CHAIRS FABRIC & LEATHER 
WAS £1299 
FROM £399 



RHAPSODY 

DIVAN - TOP OF THE RANGE SOLID REFLEX 
FOAM MATTRESS TOPPED WITH MEMORY FOAM 
SUPPORTED WITH COIL 
SPRUNG BASE 
VERY FIRM WITH 
SOFT FEEL TOP 
DOUBLE SIZE WAS £699 
HALF PRICE £349 
KING SIZE WAS £799 
HALF PRICE £399 
DOUBLE DISCOUNT 
FIRST 20 EXTRA £50 OFF 


KIRBY 

RECLINER 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER WITH SADDLE 
SHAPED SEAT AND BACK FOR ULTIMATE COMFORT 
AVAILABLE IN ANTIQUE BROWN & BLACK 
WAS £*599 SAVE £700 NOW £899 

DOUBLE 
DISCOUNT 
FIRST 
10 SETS 
EXTRA 
£100 OFF 
JUST 
£799 



LUXURY ORTHO 
DIVAN SET IN 
BELGIUM DAMASK 

SINGLE SET 
WAS£149£79 

DOUBLE SET 
WAS £249 £119 

KINGSIZE 
WAS £299 £169 



MILANO 

MODERN PLATE GLASS TABLE AND 
SIX HIGH BACK CHAIRS WAS £799 
HALF PRICE £399 


DOUBLE 
DISCOUNT 
FIRST 10 SETS 
EXTRA 
£100 OFF 
JUST £299 
THE LOT 




LEXUS FAUX LEATHER BED FRAME IN ESPRESSO 
BROWN COMPLETE WITH QUALITY ORTHO 
MATTRESS WAS.E399 HALF PRICE £199 


DOUBLE 
DISCOUNT 
FIRST 
20 SETS 
EXTRA 
£30 OFF 
JUST 
£169 


c 


Opening Hours 

Monday-Wednesday 10 am-6 pm 
Thursday/Friday 10 am-8 pm 
Saturday 10 am-6 pm 
Sunday 10 am-5 pm 


PICTURES FOR GUIDANCE ONLY. 

WAS PRICE PREVIOUSLY ON OFFER AT OUR BATTERSEA STORE 1ST AUG-23 AUG 2012. 
RRP PRICE MAN REC SELLING PRICE OR CATALOGUE SELLING PRICE. 


v io am-6 pm BFC FURNITURE STORE 

,mr P m pm UN | T 2, BULL LANE, WESTERN WAY, 

m-5 pm 99 9 

B WEDNESBURY 

JStfO Lj ) 

- WS10 8RR 

TEL: 0121-505 5829 

BEDS/SUITES: Dee 07722 344436 CARPETS: 0121 366 0640 
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NEWS 


Delight as work starts 
at site of super hospital 


Pupils’ hamper gifts 



Rachel Sitladin assistant principal Anna Walker, and Dalpreet Johal 


YOUNGSTERS at an Oldbury school mas is a time for sharing and giving to 
showed the true spirit of Christmas by others. Bristnall Hall Academy stu- 
creating hampers for elderly people in dents work hard to create and fill the 
Sandwell. Christmas hampers to ensure that 

The pupils at Bristnall Hall they spread good cheer. 

Academy prepared the hampers for . , „ , n 

the charity Age UK and the Oldbury lt 1S wonderful to see the efforts 
branch of the Salvation Army. that students, parents, carers and 

The youngsters prepare the staff have made once again this year. I 
hampers every Christmas. Assistant am always amazed at the generosity 
principal Anna Walker said: “Christ- and the fantastic contributions.” 


DEMOLITION work has 
started at the site of the 
planned multi-million pound 
Midland Metropolitan Hospi¬ 
tal, Smethwick, after concerns 
over safety of some empty 
buildings. 

It follows an announcment by Chancel¬ 
lor George Osborne in his autumn state¬ 
ment. 

He said that the long-awaited project 
had been identified as a prime candidate 
for the new PF2 finance initiative which 
would fund the scheme. 

Project director Graham Seager said 
that now the Trust owned the Grove 
Lane site, it had a responsibility to make 
the area safe. 

“We will need to clear the site in order 
to start building the Midland Metropoli¬ 
tan Hospital in the next few years,” he 
said. 

“However, we are very concerned 
about many of the buildings, piles of 
rubble and other areas on the site, and 
so are moving ahead with controlled 
demolition of many of the vacant areas 
as soon as possible, mainly on health and 
safety grounds.” 

Progress 

Sandwell and West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Trust chief executive John 
Adler visited the site to mark the start of 
the demolition. 

Mr Adler, who is leaving the trust 
after 10 years as chief executive, said 
that he was delighted to be able to see 
progress being made towards the new 
hospital. 

It will be around two years before 
building can start on the site. 

However, site investigations and 
further demolition will take place before 
then to ensure that the site is clear in 
time. 

The Midland Metropolitan Hospital is 
anticipated to take around three years to 
build. 


THU me NHWS & UQUOR STORE 

N< 

Nisa 



NOW 


2 HAIG STREET. 
WEST BROMWICh, 
B71 1EL 
0121 553 0066 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERS FROM 12th-24th DECEMRER 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
WE OPEN 5.45 am-TO.OO pm EVERY PAY 


Blossom Hill 

Red, White or Rose Any Three £10.00 

Paul Masson VAS 

Any Two Bottles £8.00 

Echo Falls VAS 

Any Three £11.00 

Cassillero Del Diablo VAS 

£4.99 each 

Hardy’s VR VAS 

Any Two £8.00 

Blossom Hill White Zinfandel 

Two for £8.00 

Villa Rdiosa VAS 

Any Two Bottles £6.00 

Black Tower VAS 

Any Two Bottles £9.00 

Gallo White Zinfandel White Greenecho 
Two for £8.00 

Gallo 

Red, White or Rose Any Three £12.00 

Piat D’Or Assorted 

Any Three £10.00 

Hardy’s Bin 343-141 

£3.99 each 

Riverview 

£3.99 each 

Wolf Blass Yellow Label 

£6.99 each 

Barefoot Assorted 

£4.99 each 

Breezer or WKD 75cl 

Any Two £5.50 

Famous Grouse 70cl 

£11.99 each 

Bell’s 70cl 

£11.99 each 

Jack Daniels 70cl 

£17.99 each 

Teachers or Grants 70cl 

£11.99 each 

Banoch Brae 70cl 

£9.49 each 

Smirnoff 70cl 

£10.99 each 

Russian Standard 70cl 

£10.99 each 

Dannoff Vodka 

70cl £9.99 or 1 Ltr £13.99 

Green Mark 70cl 

£11.99 each 

Jim Beam 70cl 

£13.99 each 

Courvoisier 70cl 

£18.49 each 

Irish Meadow 

70cl £4.99 or 1 Ltr £6.99 

Warninks Advocaat 

£9.99 each 

Stowells VAS 

Any Two £8.00 

Bailey’s Irish Cream 70cl 

£10.99 each 

Tia Maria 70cl 

£10.99 each 

CASE PRICES IN STORE ★ CASE PRICES IN STORE ★ CASE PRICES IN STORE ★ CASE PRICES IN STORE 


Dow’s Fine Ruby Port 70cl 

£6.49 each 

Sourz Assorted 70cl 

£8.99 each 

Cactus Jack Assorted 

£5.99 each 

Jagermeister 70cl 

£16.49 each 

E&J Brandy 70cl 

£12.99 each 

Disaronno 50cl j 

£10.99 each 

Heidsieck Monopole 

Blue Top 75cl £17.99 each 

French Connection 

Champagne £15.99 each 

Carling 

8 Cans 500ml £6.00 

Fosters 

8 Cans 500ml £6.50 

Carlsberg ' 

8 Cans 500ml £6.50 

Carlsberg Export 

8 Cans 500ml £7.00 

Breaker 

8 Cans 500ml £7.00 

Stella 

4 Cans 500ml £3.99 

Oranjeboom Blue 

4 Cans 500ml £3.00 

Holsten Pils 

8 Cans 500ml £7.00 

Kronenbourg 

8 Cans 500ml £7.00 

Red Stripe 

4 Cans 480ml £3.99 

Worthington 440ml 

8 Cans £6.00 24 Cans £16.00 

Caffrey’s 440ml 

8 Cans £6.0024 Cans £17.00 

John Smith’s 

4 Cans 500ml £4.00 

Banks’s Mild & Bitter 

4 Cans £3.50 24 Cans £18.49 

Any Polish Beers 

4 Cans 500ml £4.00 

HCC Black Cider 

8 Cans 500ml £6.00 

Strongbow 

24 Cans 500ml £16.99 

Olde English 

24 Cans 500ml £16.99 

Three Hammers Strong Cider 

1 Ltr£1.15 

Ales Mix & Match Assorted 

3 for £5.00 

Barley Gold 

4 Cans £5.00 

Magners, Stella Cidre Assorted 

Any Two £3.00 

Stella Cidre 

4 Cans 500ml £3.49 

Bulmers No. 17 & Kopparberg VAS 

£1.75 each 



TWO WEEKS 
ONLY OFFER 


[Towards 

Wednesbury 


[Towards Junc.9] 


5 - 




E 


Storage New 

Bed York • 

Ottoman g e( j 


3str & 2strr*OCn 
Recliners tOOU 


from ■ Frame 

£179 I £95 


Kensington 3 Seater 


3 Piece Any colour 

£725 


Bed Settee's 


Special Price 

From 


Bonnell Spring Memory Mattress 

Single £99 Double £129 


SI299 Rio 4 Door or slider 

with Lights robe £280 




We are \% \ 
Here \^ 

RFC V s 


DOUBLE 
EMORY FOAM^ 
MATTRESS 
From £149 


78-82 Walsall Street, Wednesbury WS10 9EN 

0121502 0938 
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uemct A arcH 


Quality Carpets, Flooring and Furniture 

Why gamble when you can be sure of quality and service and the very best prices! 

One of very few real corner shops left. 



New Year Sale with massive reductions on carpets and furniture 

Carpets , Vinyls and Wood Flooring 




Traditional and 
Modern Wiltons 

from 

£7.99 mtr up to 
£39.99 mtr 

Wide variety to suit 
all budgets 



• All the very best manufacturers under one roof with prices to suit all 
pockets 

• The very best real solid oak flooring fitted by experts for long lastin 
beautiful room 

• Every make of vinyl flooring, all multi width. Why pay for waste? 




Beds and Bedroom 
Furniture 



Wide range available 
in stock 

We do all bedroom 
furniture at 
competitive 
prices 


Furniture Sofas - wide range at competitive prices 



The New Denver Rise 
& Recline Armchair 
features a Dual Motor 
mechanism allowing you 
to operate and move 
the legrest and the 
backrest independently. 
This provides countless 
amounts of recline 
options, helping you 
find your most 
comfortable position. The 
Imart button helps you 
bring the chair back to its 
normal sitting position. 



Free Estimates & Planning, Free Delivery on Furniture & Beds 


Old beds taken away for Free. We uplift your old carpet and take it for Free 


215 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3HS 

S 0121 588 5904 


manx' 




M i-i i— 1 1 IV 



Wll IX >N 

CARPI'TS 
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there’s a sofa for everyone 
in the DFS winter sale 



The Destiny 

corner sofa 


NOW 

£899 

Sale £1349 
After Sale £1798 


£18.72 a month 

no deposit, no interest ever 




The Jester 3 seater sofa 

NOW £299 


Sale £449 After Sale £599 



The Casino 3 seater sofa 

NOW £599 M 

Sale £899 After Sale £1199 leather 


doors open 9am Boxing Day 



°b 

APR 


4 years interest free credit with 
nothing to pay for the first year 


REPRESENTATIVE 



Visit your nearest store, order direct at www.dfs.co.uk or call free on 0800110 5000 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


Christmas opening hours: Christmas Eve 9am-2pm, Christmas Day closed, Boxing Day 
9am-8pm, Thursday 27th & Friday 28th 9am-8pm, Saturday 29th 9am-6pm, Sunday 30th 11am-5pm, 
New Years Eve 9am-6pm and New Years Day 9am-8pm. 


Birmingham 0121 772 3619 Camp Hill Middleway B12 OHU 
Cannock 01543 574797 Longford Island WS11 1SH 

Droitwich 01905 775737 Roman Way Retail Park, Kidderminster Road WR9 9AY 


Destiny corner sofa. No deposit with 4 years interest free credit. 48 equal monthly payments of £18.72. Or pay nothing for the first year then 36 equal monthly payments of Opening Hours: Mon to Fri 9am to 8pm. Sat 9am to 6pm. Sun 11am to 5pm. 

£24.97. 0% APR. Total £899. Jester 3 seater sofa, cushions optional extra. Credit subject to acceptance. Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by 

DFS. 4 years interest free credit from date of order. Delivery charges apply. Sale prices apply from 14.01.13 and 04.02.13. After sale price applies from 25.02.13 - see instore 

or online for details. Mobile charges may apply when calling 0800 110 5000. DFS is a division of DFS Trading Ltd. Registered in England and Wales No 01735950. Redhouse 

Interchange, Doncaster, DN6 7NA. 
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advertisement 


NEW YEAR, NEW START, NEW HOME 
WITH JUST £5,198 DEPOSIT REQUIRED 
- HURRY LIMITED PLOTS AVAILABLE 


Ready and waiting for a New Year move is a range of stylish homes at one of Bloor Homes’ most popular developments 
in Wednesbury. If you qualify to buy under the FirstBuy scheme, one could be yours for 80% of the asking price - and 
if you complete before the end of February, Bloor Homes will give you a 42” 3D Smart TV. 


FirstBuy offers first-time buyers, key workers and 
households unable to buy on the open market the 
opportunity to purchase a brand-new home, paying just 
80% of the asking price at the outset with the balance 
being covered by a loan from the Government and Bloor 
Homes. This Government scheme is available on 
selected plots at Bloor Homes Satchwell Grange 
development in Wednesbury. 

Bloor Homes Sales Director Anne Cadman says: “For 
qualifying purchasers, FirstBuy offers an excellent 
opportunity to get that first foot on the housing ladder. 
We have a range of homes that are available under the 
scheme and our sales advisers can give you all the 
information you need on the limited plots available on 
this Government backed scheme.” 

Our Satchwell Grange development is an ideal family 
location with good local facilities, there are a range of 
homes to choose from. Ideal as a starter home is the 
two-bedroom Mayfield. This property has a large living 
room, a well-fitted kitchen breakfast room with French 
doors leading out to the garden plus a downstairs 
cloakroom. 



Both bedrooms are doubles with an en-suite and fitted 
wardrobes in the master. The selling price of this home 
is £129,950 and with First Buy the price to move in 
comes down to £103,960 with a deposit of £5,198 
required. 

A typical three-bedroom home available at Satchwell 
Grange is the Bampton. With a selling price of £145,950, 
this excellent family home comes in at £116,760 for First 
Buy purchasers. 

The Bampton has a spacious living room, a generous 
kitchen diner with a utility and cloakroom off, two 
double bedrooms, one with en-suite shower room and 
fitted wardrobes, plus a good sized single room and 
family bathroom. 

Bloor Homes also offer other incentives on the Satchwell 
Grange development which can make a real difference 
in speeding up the purchasing process. 

If you are already a homeowner, the biggest barrier to a 
move could be having to sell your existing home, but 
Bloor Homes has a 105% full market part-exchange 
scheme so even this is achievable. Also available is a 
matched deposit of up to 5%. (Up to a maximum of 
£ 10 , 000 ) 

Bloors are also offering its Homestart2 scheme. 

Available on selected plots this is a shared equity 
scheme which means that only 5% deposit is needed 
and purchasers can move in for 80% of the asking price. 
The remaining 15% of the deposit is an interest-free 
loan, repayable in up to 10 years. 

GREAT NEWS! Newbuy also available - a government 
backed scheme whereby you own 100% of your new 
Bloor Home with only 5% deposit required. 

Full details of this developments can be found at 
www.bloorhomes.com/satchwellgrange For details 
of which plots are available on any of the above 
schemes call our Sales Advisor Pat at the sales office 
on 01215051812 (Open Thursday - Monday) or book 
an appointment online. 


* A. 




Typical monthly 
repayments 
from £493.00 on 
Mayfield two 
bedroom semi 

Choose from 
2, 3 & 4 bedroom 
family homes 
when buying 
with FirstBuy 


New 
I I New 


Receive a 42” 3D Smart 
c ^ - TV on completions 

before end of February 








(T’s & C’s apply) 


Come along this weekend to find out how you could own 100% 
of your new Bloor home for just 80% of the price 

If you are a first-time buyer who can’t afford to buy a new home, you may be able 
to get help through the ‘First Buy’ scheme. The scheme offers a loan of up to 20% 
of the purchase price of a new build home and there are no fees for the first 5 
years. HURRY limited plots available 

You can buy on our Satchwell Grange development through First Buy if: 

• If your household earns less than £60,000 pr year 

• If you can’t otherwise afford to buy a home in your area 

• If you are currently renting a council property or housing association property 

• If you are first time buyers or if you used to own a home buy can’t afford to buy one now 

• Up to a maximum of £280,000 

• Expires March 2013 

With First Buy, there are many benefits of buying a new home: 

• You own 100% of the property 

• You have a mortgage for at least 80% of the cost met by a mortgage and savings (deposit) 

• You only need a deposit of 4% on the new property 

• You have an equity loan for the remaining cost of the home. 


Two bed semi 
From £129,950 / 

(£5,198 deposit required) 


£103,960 


Three bed semi 
From £145,950 / 

(£5,838 deposit required) 

Three bed detached 
From £179,950 / 

(£7,198 deposit required) 

Four bed detached 
From £225,000 / 

(£9,000 deposit required) 


105% part exchange 
also available 


With the fantastic First Buy Scheme* 

Its now even easier to move to a new home at Satchwell Grange 

BLOCH^HOMES 

visit www.bloorhomes.com to find out more 

*First Buy is available on selected plots only. Terms and conditions apply, subject to status and qualification. Full details are available from 
our Sales Team. Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage or any other loan secured against it, be sure you can afford 
the repayments before entering in to a credit agreement. * Photos depict a typical Ashbury showhome. 

*3D Smart TV received on legal completion 



(5)NewBuy Ft) 

Satchwell Grange 

Woden Road West 
Wednesbury WSio 7TB 


Marketing Suite & Showhome 
Open Thursday to Monday 
From 10:00am - 5:00pm 

satchwell.grange@bloorhomes.com 

www.bloorhomes.com/satchwellgrange 

http://youtu.be/M7vQkP61Co 
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(l^rango 

Bar & Indian Restaurant 


Two Fully 
Licensed Bars 

Fully Air 
Conditioned 

Free Parking 







'Our tastebuds were suitably dazzled" Express & Star review 





.-assn 

now Menu 

jas-"** 




10% Discount on collection 
orders over £ 10 

Free home deliveiy 
within a 3 mile radius 

(minimum order £10) 


Happy Hour 

every day in the Red Bar only 

7.30 pm-9.30 pm 


Carling Pint £2 
All 330ml beers £1.95 
Singles £2.50 
Doubles £3.00 

(Subject to availability) 



(l^wngo 


Open 7 days a week Monday to Sunday 5.30 pm -12 midnight 

157a New Birmingham Road (corner of City Road), Oldbury B89 1QP 

T. 0121 552 4756 redmango@live.co.uk www.facebook.com/theredmango 
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street, mackJjeatlj 
0121 501 5590 

Public Spouse Sc ^Entertainment 
Ueuue • Carnerg Sc drill 

Great 3ar • Great fvvz/ % 
Great €ktertacKmeKt / 


DECEMBER 


Friday 21st 

KYLIE MINOGUE TRIBUTE 

Saturday 22nd 

UB40 TRIBUTE SHOW 

Sunday 23rd 

KARAOKE WITH STARM AKERS 
I Monday 24th 

C HRISTMAS EVE WITH CHAD & ALLAN 
Wednesday 26th 
PARTY NIGHT WITH CHA D WHITE 
Thursday 27th 
STARMAK ERS KARAOKE NIGHT !!! < 
Friday 28th 
THE RUBYS 
Monday 31 st 

NEW YEARS EVE PARTY 
Blackheaths Best Party With 
DAVE GOLDING & SHANES DISCO. 
TICKETS NOW ON SALE !!! 




Only 

£ 3.45 


CARVERY TIMES 

Mon-Thill's 

12.00-2.30 pm, 0-8 pm 
Fri-Sat 12.00-2.30 pm 


GREAT STEAK & GRILL DEALS 

NEW IVIENU 

Featuring Grills and Succulent Steaks 
Available 7 days a week 




We serve until 1am on 
Sundays, Midnight Monday- 
Wednesday, 1am Thursday, 
2am Friday & Saturday 

DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm 
Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 
• Strictly Smart Casual 
No Hats or ! 


Find us at www. 




Bruce and Tess get ready 
for the Strictly Dancing 
final, 7pm 


The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood, psychological 
thriller 


Slade’s Merry Christmas 
Everybody is in the 
running, 8pm 


DECEMBER 22 


Channel 4 ■ Channel 5 



Four Christmases with 
Reese Witherspoon and 
Robert Duval 



Patrick Stewart stars in 
A Christmas Carol, 
8.10pm 


i 

> 


LU 



6.00 Breakfast A round-up of national and 
international news, plus sports reports, 
weather forecasts and arts and entertain¬ 
ment features. Including NewsWatch at 
7.45. (C) 10.00 Saturday Kitchen Live 
James Martin is joined by chefs and 
celebrity guests for the cookery show, also 
featuring highlights from the BBC archives 
and wine choices for the dishes prepared 
in the studio. (C) 11.30 TBA 12.00 BBC 
News; Regional News and Weather (C) 
12.15 Football Focus Dan Walker pre¬ 
views the weekend’s action. (C) 1.00 Live 
Equestrian The Olympia International 
Horse Show. Clare Balding presents cov¬ 
erage of the sixth day of the event at the 
Olympia Grand Hall in London, featuring 
the World Cup show jumping event. (C) 
4.30 Final Score Gabby Logan presents a 
round-up of this afternoon’s results from 
the Premier League, Football League and 
Scotland. (C) 5.20 BBC News; Regional 
News and Weather (C) 5.40 A Question 
of Sport Light-hearted quiz, hosted by 
Sue Barker. (C) 


6.10 Pointless Celebrities 

Alexander Armstrong and 
Richard Osman present as 
famous faces take part in the 
general knowledge quiz. (C) 
7.00 Strictly Come Dancing - 
The Final Bruce Forsyth and 
Tess Daly present the eagerly 
anticipated final, the climax of a 
series that has seen slips, trips, a 
flying bicycle and even dancing 
on the judges’ table. There has 
also been plenty of bickering 
between the fearsome foursome, 
Len Goodman, Bruno Tonioli, 
Craig Revel Horwood and Darcey 
Bussell, while the celebrities 
faced their demons on the dance 
floor to tackle a range of ballroom 
and Latin routines. Tonight will be 
no less daunting, with the show 
dance offering each of the three 
couples the chance to include 
lifts, tricks and signature moves in 
a bid to win over the public. (C) 

8.15 Merlin In the penultimate 
episod, Morgana prepares to 
wage war on Camelot, while 
Merlin finds the burden of his 
destiny weighing heavy as the 
ancient prophecies play out with 
unnerving accuracy. It soon 
becomes clear that the young 
wizard must find a way to save 
himself before he can helps his 
allies bring about the salvation of 
his beloved kingdom. Colin 
Morgan, Bradley James and 
Katie McGrath star. (C) 

9.00 The National Lottery Satur¬ 

day Night Draws The all- 
important numbers. (C) 

9.10 Strictly Come Dancing: 
The Results The celebrities 
return to the ballroom one last 
time, and following an elimina¬ 
tion just two couples remain to 
battle it out for the glitterball 
trophy. While the votes are 
counted, all this year’s contest¬ 
ants take to the dance floor for a 
final routine, and as the tension 
mounts, the names of the 2012 
champions are revealed. (C) 

10.10 BBC News; Weather (C) 
10.30 Match of the Day Gabby 

Logan is joined by Alan Hansen 
to present highlights of today’s 
Premier League clashes, includ¬ 
ing Manchester City v Reading at 
the Etihad Stadium and Wigan 
Athletic v Arsenal at the DW 
Stadium. Plus, Liverpool v 
Fulham, Newcastle United v 
Queens Park Rangers, 
Southampton v Sunderland, Tot¬ 
tenham Hotspur v Stoke City, 
West Bromwich Albion v 
Norwich City and West Ham 
United v Everton. (C) 


12.00 The Football League Show Action 
from today’s games. (C) 1.15 Weath- 
erview (C) 1.20 Sign Zone: Rolling 
Stones: Crossfire Hurricane Part one of 
two. Profile of the veteran rock band. (C) 
(R) 2.20 Sign Zone: Rolling Stones: 
Crossfire Hurricane Concluding part of 
the documentary charting the 50-year 
career of the band. (C) (R) 3.20 Sign Zone: 
Nigellissima - An Italian Inspired 
Christmas Nigella Lawson prepares 
festive dishes with an Italian twist. (C) (R) 
4.20 BBC News 4.20 BBC News. 4.30 
Click. 5.00 BBC News. 5.30 Brazil: Wel¬ 
coming the World. (C) 


6.00 CBeebies 7.05 CBBC 12.00 FILM: 
Tim Burton’s The Nightmare Before 
Christmas (1993) The Pumpkin King of 
Halloween Town tires of being scary and 
decides to take over Christmas. Stop- 
motion animated fantasy, with the voices of 
Chris Sarandon and Catherine O’Hara. (C) 
1.10 FILM: The Sword in the Stone (1963) 
The wizard Merlin takes the future King 
Arthur under his wing and teaches him the 
ways of the world. Disney animated adven¬ 
ture, with the voices of Ricky Sorenson and 
Karl Swenson. (C) 2.30 Nigellissima - An 
Italian Inspired Christmas Nigella Lawson 
prepares dishes for a Christmas party with 
an Italian twist, including Parmesan short¬ 
breads and turkey breast stuffed with 
sausage and marsala-steeped cranberries. 
(C) (R) 3.30 FILM: The Game Plan (2007) 
An American football star learns he has a 
daughter and struggles to cope with bal¬ 
ancing fatherhood and his sporting career. 
Family comedy, with Dwayne Johnson and 
Madison Pettis. (C) HH 5.15 The Toys That 
Made Christmas Robert Webb takes a 
light-hearted look back at Christmases past 
through the toys people played with and 
loved over the years, including Fuzzy-Felt, 
Spirograph, Barbie and Meccano. (C) (R) 


6.40 Porridge Barrowclough and 
Mackay discover Fletch is 
cooking up some home brew, 
and the crafty con seems certain 
to spend Christmas in solitary 
confinement. Festive edition of 
the classic comedy from 1976, 
starring Ronnie Barker and 
Richard Beckinsale. (C) (R) 

7.30 TOTP2 Christmas 2012(C) 
9.00 Never Mind the Buzzcocks 

Xmas Special Another round 
of the comedy music quiz. (C) 

9.30 The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood Psychological thriller 
based on Charles Dickens’ 
unfinished final novel. Choirmas¬ 
ter John Jasper is a troubled 
man, frustrated by his life in the 
claustrophobic cathedral town 
of Cloisterham, addicted to 
opium as he seeks to expand his 
horizons and obsessed with the 
17-year-old Rosa. The only thing 
standing between him and the 
girl is his own nephew, Edwin 
Drood. Matthew Rhys, Tamzin 
Merchant and Freddie Fox star in 
the first of this two-part adapta¬ 
tion. (C) (R) 

10.30 The Mystery of Edwin 

Drood Psychological drama. 
Jasper awakes in the gatehouse 
and to his horror sees the black 
scarf wound tightly round his 
hands, reminding him of the mur¬ 
derous events of the night 
before. Despite his feelings of 
guilt, as the weeks pass he seeks 
solace in his passion for Rosa 
Bud — but as he begins to reach 
for his prize, the Rev 

Crisparkle and Bazzard are 
following a trail of evidence to 
the cathedral crypt that may yet 
seal the choirmaster’s fate. 
Conclusion of the period thriller 
based on Charles Dickens’ 
unfinished final novel, starring 
Matthew Rhys and Tamzin Mer¬ 
chant. (C) (R) 

11.30 The Story of Fairytale of 
New York The making of the 
classic Christmas song, 
recorded by Irish group The 
Pogues, and featuring British 
singer Kirsty MacColl, who trag¬ 
ically died in a swimming acci¬ 
dent protecting her sons. The 
folk song, released originally in 
1987, has become a perennial 
Christmas classic (C) (R) 


12.25 Ql David Tennant, Bill Bailey and Lee 
Mack join regular panellist Alan Davies to 
answer questions with a groovy theme, 
with points awarded for the answers host 
Stephen Fry finds most interesting. (C) (R) 
12.55 Never Mind the Buzzcocks A look 
back at some of the highlights of the latest 
series of the comedy quiz, in which team 
captains Noel Fielding and Phill Jupitus 
were joined by guest hosts including Lee 
Mack, Kathy Burke, Richard Ayoade, Nick 
Grimshaw, Ne-Yo, Example and Jack 
Whitehall. Last in the series. (C) (R) 1.25 
FILM: Film TBA 3.25 Close 


5.301 TV Morning News (T) 6.00 CITV 9.25 
I TV News (T) 9.30 The Jeremy Kyle Show 

USA The host takes his successful talk- 
show stateside. (T) 10.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA The host takes his suc¬ 
cessful talk-show stateside. (T) 11.20 
Murder, She Wrote Jessica tries to ascer¬ 
tain whether four sisters are guilty of killing 
their wealthy father to benefit from a 
$1 OOmillion inheritance. Drama, starring 
Angela Lansbury. (T) (R) 12.20 ITV News 
and Weather; Weather. (T) 12.35 Holiday 
Home Sweet Home Lisa Faulkner visits a 
surf school in Cornwall. (T) 1.35 Holiday 
Home Sweet Home Lisa Faulkner visits 
Cornwall, where she receives a lesson in 
how to market holiday properties, and 
there is a look at award-winning self-cater¬ 
ing cottages in Devon. (T) 2.35 Steppin’ 
Out with Katherine Jenkins A cabaret 
show with the classical singer and star 
guests. (T) (R) 3.50 You’ve Been Framed! 
Harry Hill narrates more camcorder 
calamities and viewers’ mobile-phone 
footage, including a beagle’s battle with a 
dishwasher and a teenager taking on a 
praying mantis. (T) (R) 4.20 Central News 
and Weather; Weather. (T) 4.50 FILM: 
Back to the Future Part III (1990) Sci-fi 
comedy sequel, starring Michael J Fox. (T) 


7.00 Paddy’s 2012 Show and 
Telly Paddy McGuinness hosts 
a celebrity quiz in which three 
pairs of familiar faces answer 
questions about the past year’s 
dramas, documentaries, sport¬ 
ing moments, comedies and 
game shows. Strictly Come 
Dancing’s Denise Van Outen and 
Nicky Byrne, newsreaders Kate 
Garraway and Nicholas Owen, 
and Coronation Street’s Antony 
Cotton (Sean Tully) and Chris 
Fountain (Tommy Duckworth) 
face a series of elimination 
rounds as they battle to win up to 
£20,000 for charity. (T) 

8.00 The Nation’s Favourite 
Christmas Song To mark the 
70th anniversary of the release of 
the best-selling festive song of 
all time - Bing Crosby’s White 
Christmas — this documentary 
counts down the top 20 tunes 
guaranteed to get people in the 
Christmas spirit, as voted for by 
the public. Featuring hits such as 
Wizzard’s I Wish It Could Be 
Christmas Everyday, Fairytale of 
New York by the Pogues and 
Kirsty MacColl, Slade’s Merry 
Xmas Everybody and Mariah 
Carey’s All I Want for Christmas 
Is You, the programme tells the 
stories behind these ever- 
popular seasonal favourites, 
with contributions by Cliff 
Richard, Jona Lewie, Paul 
Young, Aled Jones, Noddy 
Holder, Shane MacGowan, Greg 
Lake, Katherine Jenkins and 
many more. (T) 

9.30 The Jonathan Ross Show 

The host presents a celebrity- 
packed festive edition of his chat 
show. Funnyman Michael McIn¬ 
tyre pulls a few Christmas crack¬ 
ers, Sienna Miller talks about her 
new BBC drama The Girl, Sheri¬ 
dan Smith has two TV shows to 
plug — Mr Stink and Panto! — 
and Jamie Oliver cooks up a few 
yuletide treats. Welsh songbird 
Charlotte Church provides the 
music, and Paralympics stars 
Ellie Simmonds and Jonnie 
Peacock are also in the studio. 
Plus, a performance by Slava’s 
Snowshow. (T) 

11.00 ITV News and Weather; 

Weather. (T) 

11.15 Terminator 2: Judgment 
Day (1991) Sci-fi action 
adventure sequel, with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. (T) 


1.45 Jackpot247 Viewers are offered the 
chance to participate in live interactive 
gaming from the comfort of their sofas, 
with an entertaining mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. Featuring a variety of prizes and pro¬ 
motions. 3.15 In Plain Sight Mary protects 
a pair of brothers — one of whom develops 
a gambling addiction. Mary McCormack 
stars. (T) (R) 4.05 ITV Nightscreen Text- 
based information service. 


6.05 Sali Mali Jackdaw helps Sali Mali when 
she gets the flu. (T) (R) 6.10 The Hoobs The 
friends visit Peep gardens. (T) (R) 6.35 The 
Hoobs Iver wants to ride in a police car. (T) 
(R) 7.00 The Enduroman Arch to Arc 
Triathlon 7.30 TBA 7.55 The Morning Line 
(T) 8.55 T4: Everybody Loves Raymond 
Part one of two. Marie surprises the family. 
(T) (R) 9.30 T4: Frasier Roz asks Frasier to 
narrate a documentary. (T) (R) 10.00 FILM: 
T4: Space Chimps (2008) Premiere. Ani¬ 
mated sci-fi comedy, with the voice of Andy 
Samberg. (T) HH 11.45 T4: The Big Bang 
Theory Priya asks Leonard to spend less 
time with Penny. (T) (R) 12.10 T4: The Big 
Bang Theory Sheldon’s online gaming 
account is hacked. CD (R) 12.40 T4: The 
Simpsons Homer becomes head of the 
local Mafia. (T) (FI) 1.15 T4: The Simpsons 
Bart becomes a jazz drummer. (T) (R) 1.45 
Channel 4 Racing (T) 3.50 Come Dine with 
Me: Celebrity Christmas Special (T) (R) 
4.20 Come Dine with Me: Celebrity Christ¬ 
mas Special Former Big Brother contestant 
Nick Bateman hosts the second dinner 
party. (T) (R) 4.50 Come Dine with Me: 
Celebrity Christmas Special (T) (R) 5.20 
Come Dine with Me: Celebrity Christmas 
Special (T) (R) 5.55 Come Dine with Me: 
Celebrity Christmas Special CD (R) 


6.25 The Snowman Raymond 
Briggs’ festive favourite, a word¬ 
less animated fantasy telling the 
story of a small boy whose 
snowman magically comes to life 
and whisks him off on the journey 
of a lifetime to the North Pole. (T) 

(R) 

6.55 TBA 

7.00 Channel 4 News Including 
sport and weather. (T) 

7.25 4thought.tv A Muslim who cam¬ 
paigns to integrate Islamic values 
with British society calls on all 
members of the faith to respond to 
blasphemy in a rational and non¬ 
violent manner. (T) 

7.30 Stephen Fry: Gadget Man 

Stephen has a look at technology 
for the health and fitness market, 
testing the latest gym gadgets 
and receiving a makeover from 
former Towie star Amy Childs — 
who uses some weird and won¬ 
derful beauty devices. Other 
gadgets on the show include an 
app that predicts how long people 
will live, a hi-tech treadmill and a 
device that claims to make the 
user slimmer in just 30 minutes. 
Stephen also attempts to build 
the ultimate running machine that 
will enable him to race against 
double Olympic champion Kelly 
Holmes. 01 

8.00 My Big Fat Gypsy Christ¬ 
mas One-off special following 
the Irish travelling community 
during the festive season, featur¬ 
ing their Yuletide preparations for 
2010, as well as two typically 
extravagant weddings and a First 
Communion ceremony. Celebrity 
Big Brother winner Paddy 
Doherty and his wife Roseanne 
also invite the cameras into their 
Salford home on Christmas Day, 
and the film introduces new fami¬ 
lies to the viewers. (T) (R) 

9.00 Four Christmases (2008) 

Premiere. A couple, both of 
whom’s parents are divorced, 
have always managed to avoid 
family Christmases by travelling 
overseas. However, when their 
flight is cancelled, all four 
parents insist they spend the 
day with them — forcing them to 
get through four family Christ¬ 
mases on the same day. 
Comedy, starring Vince Vaughn 
and Reese Witherspoon. (T) 

10.45 Die Hard 2 (1990) Tough cop 
John McClane arrives at an 
airport to pick up his wife but 
finds himself plunged into a 
bloody life-or-death struggle. 
Action thriller sequel, starring 
Bruce Willis, Bonnie Bedelia, 
William Sadler, Franco Nero and 
William Atherton. (T) 


1.00 FILM: Rare Exports: A Christmas 
Tale (2010) Premiere. Comedy horror, star¬ 
ring Onni Tommila. (English Subtitles) 2.25 
Hollyoaks Omnibus. Cheryl doubts where 
Ste’s affections truly lie, and Texas worries 
her big secret might be exposed as Dodger 
and Sienna spend more time together. (T) 
4.30 90210 Annie is forced to make a deci¬ 
sion that could expose her work as an 
escort when Dixon gets arrested in connec¬ 
tion with a fire. Adrianna and Silver try to put 
their past behind them, and Vanessa organ¬ 
ises a concert by rock band the All-Ameri¬ 
can Rejects to relaunch Liam’s bar. (T) 5.10 
Sailing With Mario Andretti. (T) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 TBA 10.05 Dallas 

Updated version of the soap, fol¬ 

lowing the glamorous lives and vicious 
feuds of Texas oil dynasty the Ewings. 
Starring Josh Henderson and Jesse 
Metcalfe. (T) (R) 11.00 Once Upon a Time 
Fantasy drama, starring Jennifer Morri¬ 
son. (T) (R) 12.00 Once Upon a Time A 
second helping of the fantasy drama. 
Regina steps up her efforts to get Emma 
out of town. (T) (R) 12.55 FILM: Crazy for 
Christmas (2005) Family drama, starring 
Andrea Roth. CD HH 2.45 FILM: Dear 
Santa (2011) Premiere. Romantic 
comedy, starring Amy Acker and David 
Haydn-Jones. HH 4.35 FILM: I Saw 
Mommy Kissing Santa Claus (2002) 
Family comedy featuring the classic song 
I saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus, with 
stars including Connie Sellecca. 


6.20 Mrs Miracle 2: Miracle in 
Manhattan (2010) The 

kindly Mrs Merkle takes a job in 
the toy section of a finan¬ 

cially struggling department 
store. She helps the downtrod¬ 
den manager to enjoy 

a happy Christmas for once by 
making a success of the 

business and finding love. 
Family drama sequel, starring 
Doris Roberts, Eric Johnson, 
Jewel Staite and Lauren Holly. 


8.05 5 News Weekend Round-up 

of the day’s headlines from 
around the world. (T) 

8.10 A Christmas Carol (1999) 

Miserly Ebenezer Scrooge 
loathes the Christmas season 
until, late one night, he is 
visited by a series of ghosts 
who intend to change his 
attitude by showing him 
visions of his past, his present 
and the fate that will await him 
if he continues with his cold- 
hearted behaviour. An excel¬ 
lent daptation of Dickens’ 
classic tale, with an imposing 
Patrick Stewart, magnificent 
Richard E Grant, Joel Grey, Ian 
McNeice, Saskia Reeves, Tim 
Potter and Desmond Barrit. (T) 


10.00 An Audience with Ken 
Dodd Comedy and entertain¬ 
ment from Knotty Ash’s favourite 
funnyman, and a man who 
is particularly fond of Shropshire. 
This comedian never knows 
when to stop and regularly 
overuns his performances as 
he did recording this. In a 
programme originally aired 
in 1994 to mark his 40th year 
in showbusiness. Among the 
celebrity and appreciate audi¬ 
ence helping him celebrate are 
the late Irish comic Frank 
Carson, Paul Daniels, Jane 
Horrocks, Belinda Lang, 
Carol Vorderman, Warren 
Mitchell and Kevin Whately. The 
show is condensed into two 
hours - when Doddy takes to the 
stage for his legendary live 
stand-up act, it goes on much 
longer... CD (R) 


12.00 SuperCasino Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel spins 
and lively chat from the presenting team. 
4.00 Michaela’s Wild Challenge Michaela 
learns about meerkats. (T) (R) 4.25 Great 
Artists Profile of Tiziano Vecellio, known 
as Titian. (T) (R) 4.50 Rough Guide to Eco 
Escapes Morocco, Kenya and Nicaragua. 
(T) (R) 5.05 Hana’s Helpline Gwenda the 
giraffe struggles to share her best friend. 
(T) (R) 5.15 The Milkshake! Show The 
housemates stay in their pyjamas during a 
storm. (T) (R) 5.40 Thomas & Friends A 
funfair arrives on the island. (T) (R) 5.50 
Roary the Racing Car Maxi becomes 
afraid of racing. (T) (R) 
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BBC1 

■ 
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■ 
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Can Villa striker Benteke 
bring down the Blues? 

6.00 Breakfast News, sport and entertain¬ 
ment reports. (C) 7.30 Match of the Day 
Gabby Logan presents highlights of yes¬ 
terday’s Premier League clashes, includ¬ 
ing Manchester City v Reading at the 
Etihad Stadium and Wigan Athletic v 
Arsenal at the DW Stadium. (C) (R) 9.00 
David Suchet: In the Footsteps of St 
Paul Part one of two. The actor tracks the 
man who brought Christianity to the 
masses. (C) 10.00 The Nativity Retelling of 
the biblical story, starring Andrew Buchan 
and Tatiana Maslany. (C) (R) 11.00 Fern 
Britton Meets Dionne Warwick The 
singer discusses her life. Last in the series. 
(C) 12.00 BBC News; Weather. (C) 12.10 
Countryfile Matt Baker and Julia Bradbury 
visit an RSPB reserve in Norfolk. (C) (R) 
1.05 TBA 1.55 FILM: Cool Runnings 
(1993) Fact-based comedy about four 
Jamaicans who became the first bobsleigh 
team to compete for their country at the 
1988 Winter Olympics. Starring John 
Candy, Leon and Doug E Doug. (C) HHH 
3.30 The Borrowers Fantasy adventure, 
starring Stephen Fry and Christopher 
Eccleston. (C) (R) 4.55 Songs of Praise 
David Grant presents carols by candle¬ 
light. (C) 5.30 Nigel Slater’s 12 Tastes of 
Christmas Part two of two. Centrepieces, 
sweet treats and making clever use of left¬ 
overs. (C) (R) 


JC ff* 



Sarah Millican Television 
Programme Xmas 2012 

6.00 CBeebies 6.45 CBBC 10.00 Satur¬ 
day Kitchen Best Bites James Martin 
presents highlights of the series, recalling 
his favourite moments from the past year 
in the kitchen. (C) 11.30 The Great British 
Bake Off Christmas Masterclass Mary 
Berry and Paul Hollywood demonstrate 
how to make a number of festive 
favourites, including mince pies and 
Christmas pudding, as well as new recipes 
for tasty treats. (C) (R) 12.30 FILM: The 
Preacher’s Wife (1996) Romantic fantasy 
remake, starring Whitney Houston and 
Denzel Washington. (C) HH 2.30 Escape 
to the Country People search for their 
ideal rural retreats. (C) (R) 3.15 Coast The 
team visits locations around the British 
shoreline, telling stories and investigating 
mysteries that have played an important 
role in the nation’s heritage. (C) (R) 3.30 
Flog It! People are invited to try to make 
money by selling their antiques at auction. 
(C) (R) 4.30 FILM: First Knight (1995) A 
wandering swordsman is made a knight at 
King Arthur’s court, where he falls in love 
with the monarch’s queen. Adventure, 
starring Richard Gere, Sean Connery and 
Julia Ormond. (C) 



Vintage Carry On comedy 
in the Wild West, 1.45pm 

6.00 CITV 9.25 There’s No Taste Like 
Home Gino D’Acampo travels to Clitheroe 
in Lancashire, where he helps three home 
cooks prepare their family recipes for a 
Turkish chicken dish, fish pie and French 
veal. (T) 10.20 Dinner Date Ken from 
Worcester takes part in the matchmaking 
show, choosing three blind dates from five 
potential partners, based entirely on 
menus they have created. (T) (R) 11.20 All 
Star Family Fortunes Singer Suzanne 
Shaw takes on Coronation Street’s William 
Roache. (T) (R) 12.05 ITV News and 
Weather; Weather. (T) 12.15 Columbo 
1.45 FILM: Carry On Cowboy (1966) A 
timid English sanitation expert is mistak¬ 
enly made sheriff of a lawless Wild West 
town plagued by notorious outlaw the 
Rumpo Kid. Comedy Western, starring Jim 
Dale and Sid James. (1) 3.30 FILM: Twins 
(1988) Genetically designed twin brothers 
who were separated at birth set out on an 
adventure in search of their long-lost 
mother. Comedy, starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and Danny DeVito. (T) 
5.30 You’ve Been Framed! Comedian 
Harry Hill narrates a selection of cam¬ 
corder calamities and viewers’ mobile 
phone footage. (T) (R) 



Damian Lewis stars in 
Homeland on at 9pm 

6.05 The Hoobs The friends visit Peep 
gardens. (T) (R) 6.30 The Hoobs Iver wants 
to ride in a police car. (T) (R) 6.55 TBA 7.25 
TBA 7.50 TBA 7.55 The Bear A large furry 
bear arrives from the zoo to take up tem¬ 
porary residence with a little girl and her 
parents. Heart-warming children’s anima¬ 
tion from the pen of Raymond Briggs. (T) 
(R) 8.25 Frasier Niles and Frasier try to 
help their old school. (T) (R) 9.00 Frasier 
Niles spoils Frasier’s new radio show. (T) 
(R) 9.30 Xmas Sunday Brunch Festive 
edition. Guests include The Gypsy 
Queens. (T) 12.00 The Big Bang Theory 
Amy and Sheldon start a gossip experi¬ 
ment. (T) (R) 12.30 The Big Bang Theory 
Priya finds a loophole in the room-mate 
agreement. (T) (R) 1.00 The Simpsons 
Marge starts a carpentry business, but 
quickly learns she will need more than 
mere skill if her venture is to succeed. 
Fearing sexism, she appoints Homer as a 
figurehead. (T) (R) 1.30 Kirstie’s Vintage 
Christmas Kirstie Allsopp shows how to 
add the perfect festive touches. (T) (R) 2.30 
Deal or No Deal Game show, with Noel 
Edmonds. (T) 3.30100 Greatest Toys with 
Jonathan Ross A countdown of the 
nation’s favourite games and playthings. 

CO (R) 



Billy Bob Thornton is 
Bad Santa, on at 9pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 TBA 10.15 Dallas 

JR secretly moves the Southfork deal 
along, but becomes suspicious of John 
Ross’s relationship with the Del Sols, while 
Rebecca suggests Christopher should 
cancel their honeymoon. (T) (R) 11.15 
Once Upon a Time Prince Charming is 
ambushed by feisty thief Snow White. (T) 
(R) 12.15 Once Upon a Time Cinderella 
regrets making a deal with Rumpelstiltskin. 
01 (R) 1.15 FILM: The Santa Suit (2010) 
Comedy, starring Kevin Sorbo. HH 3.00 
FILM: It’s a Very Merry Muppet Christ¬ 
mas Movie (2002) Festive comedy, with 
Joan Cusack and Whoopi Goldberg. HH 
4.45 FILM: The Family Man (2000) 
Drama, starring Nicolas Cage. HH 


6.00 BBC News; Regional News 
and Weather (C) 

6.30 Countryfile Matt Baker and 

Julia Bradbury bring us the latest 
rural developments, including 
reports on issues affecting 
country communities and 

insights into the life of the 
modern farmer. Including 

Weather for the Week Ahead. (C) 

7.30 Antiques Roadshow Fiona 
Bruce presents a look back at 
the most important and talked- 
about finds from the most recent 
series, including highlights from 
the programmes themselves, as 
well as updates on the items, 
whether they went to auction, 
were kept or were lent to exhibi¬ 
tions. (C) 

8.30 Loving Miss Hatto Drama 
about classical pianist Joyce 
Hatto, written by Victoria Wood. 
The story begins in early-1950s 
London, when she met her future 
husband William Barrington- 
Coupe, and tells their love story 
right up until 50 years later. With 
his wife stricken by cancer, 
record producer William 
released other musicians’ work 
under her name, which became 
known as one of the biggest 
music frauds ever. Francesca 
Annis and Alfred Molina are 
among the cast. (C) 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News 
and Weather (C) 

10.25 Match of the Day 2 Mark 
Chapman is joined by Alan 
Shearer and Dion Dublin to 
present highlights of today’s 
Premier League fixtures, which 
were Swansea City v Manches¬ 
ter United at the Liberty Stadium 
and Chelsea v Aston Villa at 
Stamford Bridge. United earned 
a 1-0 win in last season’s corre¬ 
sponding fixture against the 
Swans, while the Blues suffered 
a shock 3-1 home defeat at the 
hands of the Villans last term, an 
outcome that the visitors will 
have been desperate to emulate 
to aid them in their fight against 
relegation. Plus, all the goals 
from yesterday’s fixtures. (C) 

11.25 The Graham Norton Show 
With movie legend Dustin 
Hoffman, comedy double-act 
Billy Connolly and Jennifer 
Saunders and the current Doctor 
Who star Matt Smith. (C) (R) 


6.35 The Morecambe and Wise 
Christmas Show Festive fun 
from 1973 with the ever-popular 
comedy duo and guests 
Vanessa Redgrave, Hannah 
Gordon, Rudolf Nureyev, Lau¬ 
rence Olivier and Andre Previn, 
all proving they are game for a 
laugh. Comic highlights include 
what is probably the couple’s 
most famous sketch, which 
takes place in Eric and Ernie’s 
bedroom. (C) (R) 

7.35 Victoria Wood with All the 
Trimmings The comedienne 
sends up Christmas TV in a 
festive special from 2000. Guest 
stars including Julie Walters, 
Alan Rickman, Pete Postleth- 
waite, Celia Imrie, James Bolam, 
Delia Smith, Richard E Grant, 
Derek Jacobi, Alan Titchmarsh, 
Michael Parkinson and Imelda 
Staunton pop up in pastiches of 
everything from a big-band show 
from the 1950s to a Dickens 
period drama. (C) (R) 

8.30 Morecambe & Wise: Song 
& Dance Sketches More 
classic clowning from the leg¬ 
endary double act who have 
been a Christmas institution for 
decades(C) 

9.30 James May’s Toy Stories: 
Flight Club The Top Gear pre¬ 
senter investigates the enduring 
appeal of the model aeroplane 
and sets out with the intention of 
achieving the first flight across 
the Channel by an engineless, 
homemade supersized toy — 
breaking the British distance 
record in the process. During his 
quest, James turns Indiana 
Jones to unearth surprising new 
evidence identifying children as 
the true pioneers of flight and 
wrestles with an underperform¬ 
ing craft that threatens to barely 
leave the ground. (C) 

10.30 The Sarah Millican Televi¬ 
sion Programme Xmas 
2012 The award-winning come¬ 
dienne hosts a special Christ¬ 
mas edition of her show, in which 
she delivers short stand-up rou¬ 
tines inspired by festive TV. 
Sarah is joined by Downton 
Abbey star Hugh Bonneville and 
Shane Richie of EastEnders for a 
spot of Yuletide conversation. 
(C) 

11.00 Victoria Wood: As Seen on 

TV The comedienne reflects on 
her television career with a com¬ 
bination of sketches, stand-up 
and songs. (C) (R) 


6.00 

6.30 


7.00 


8.00 


9.00 


11.00 

11.15 


11.45 


Central News and 
Weather; Weather. (T) 

You’ve Been Framed! 

Comedian Harry Hill narrates a 
selection of camcorder calami¬ 
ties and viewers’ mobile phone 
footage. (T) (R) 

Ade’s Christmas Crackers 

Comic Ade Edmondson delves 
deep into the television archives 
to share some broadcasting 
gems and moments of TV gold 
which have been broadcast over 
the past 60 years (T) 

The Cube TV presenter 
Melanie Sykes tackles up to 
seven seemingly simple chal¬ 
lenges inside the giant transpar¬ 
ent box, aiming to win £250,000 
for good causes. Diversity star 
Ashley Banjo also takes a shot at 
scooping the charity jackpot - 
but will his 6ft 5 frame come in 
handy as the cube presents him 
with a series of fiendishly difficult 
tasks? The contestants both 
receive nine lives at the start, but 
with each one they lose, the 
pressure mounts. Phillip 
Schofield hosts. (T) 

Doors Open Bored millionaire 
Mike Mackenzie is a man with a 
broken heart and too much time 
on his hands. Incensed by 
wealthy patrons hiding works of 
art away in private collections, 
he and two close friends - a 
professor and a banker — devise 
a plot to swap priceless master¬ 
pieces stored in a gallery’s ware¬ 
house with near-perfect 
forgeries. If successful, Mike will 
save the paintings and might just 
win back the love of his life, auc¬ 
tioneer Laura Stanton, who left 
him five years earlier. Thriller 
based on the book by Ian 
Rankin, starring Douglas Hen- 
shall, Stephen Fry, Kenneth 
Collard, Lenora Crichlow and 
Brian McCardie. (T) 

ITV News and Weather; 
Weather. (T) 

Fool Britannia Hidden- 
camera pranks, with Dorn Joly 
poking fun at what it means to be 
British, with a string of eccentric 
pranks. (T) (R) 

Premiership Rugby Union 

Action from the latest round of 
fixtures. (T) 


6.30 Channel 4 News Including a 
round-up of the day’s sport and 
weather. (T) 

6.55 4thought.tv John Holme talks 
about becoming a Christian and 
shares his belief that humans are 
born sinners. (T) 

7.00 Night at the Museum 
(2006) A new nightwatch- 
man at New York’s Museum 
of Natural History discovers 
his job entails more than he 
bargained for. Once night 
falls, an ancient Egyptian 
spell brings the museum 
exhibits to life, entangling 
him in a riotous struggle to 
restore peace and order 
before the sun rises and visi¬ 
tors arrive. Fantasy comedy, 
starring Ben Stiller, Dick Van 
Dyke, Robin Williams, Carla 
Gugino and Ricky Gervais. 

01 

9.00 Homeland US marine Nicholas 
Brody is rescued from captivity in 
Afghanistan, eight years after 
going missing in action. He 
returns home to a hero’s 
welcome - but CIA agent Carrie 
Mathison believes there is more 
to his case than meets the eye, 
and suspects he is secretly 
working on behalf of a notorious 
terrorist. Thriller, starring Claire 
Danes, Damian Lewis, Morena 
Baccarin, Mandy Patinkin and 
David Harewood. 01 

10.00 Peep Show Comedy chroni¬ 
cling the rather chaotic friend¬ 
ship and private innermost 
thoughts of two misfits with an 
unhealthy reliance on one 
another. Robert Webb and David 
Mitchell star. 01 

10.30 Dorian Gray (2009) A naive 
Victorian man unthinkingly sells 
his soul for eternal youth, 
wishing that a portrait of him 
should age instead. His wish is 
granted and he is drawn into a 
life of debauchery by a hedonis¬ 
tic lord, while over the years, the 
painting becomes increasingly 
horrific as it reflects his corrupt 
true nature. Horror, based on 
Oscar Wilde’s short story, star¬ 
ring Ben Barnes, Colin Firth and 
Ben Chaplin. (T) 


7.00 5 News Weekend Round-up 

of the day’s headlines across the 
UK and from around the world. 
01 

7.05 Christmas with the 

Kranks (2004) A married 
couple from Chicago decide 
to steer clear of the usual 
festive celebrations and 
keep their cash for a holiday 
in the sun, prompting a 
busybody neighbour to call 
on the young and old 
members of the community 
to pull out all the stops 
to make them change their 
minds. Festive comedy that’s 
a little disappointing when 
you consider the quality of 
the cast. Based on a novel by 
John Grisham, starring Jamie 
Lee Curtis, Tim Allen, Dan 
Aykroyd and M Emmet 
Walsh. 

9.00 Bad Santa (2003) A 

grumpy alcoholic safecracker 
takes a job as an in-store 
Father Christmas with a view 
to robbing his employers’ 
premises — but a bullied kid, 
a Santa-loving barmaid and 
an overzealous security guard 
look set to wreck his plans for 
an inside job. Thought-pro¬ 
voking black comedy, starring 
a great performance from a 
spot-on Billy Bob Thornton, 
Tony Cox, Brett Kelly, Lauren 
Graham, Bernie Mac and 
John Ritter. 

11 .05 Superbad (2007) Teen 
comedy, starring Jonah Hill 
and Michael Cera. Two imma¬ 
ture high school students, 
who have been almost insep¬ 
arable best pals, are forced to 
deal with separation anxieties 
as their plans to host a booze- 
fuelled party go badly awry. 


12.10 FILM: Grumpy Old Men (1993) 

Comedy, starring Jack Lemmon and 
Walter Matthau. (C) 1.50 Weatherview (C) 
1.55 Sign Zone: Film 2012 Reviews of 
Jack Reacher, Pitch Perfect, Life of Pi and 
Midnight’s Children. (C) (R) 2.25 Sign 
Zone: Holby City Michael jeopardises his 
relationship with Ramona. (C) (R) 3.25 Sign 
Zone: Nigel Slater’s 12 Tastes of Christ¬ 
mas Part one of two. Nigel creates a selec¬ 
tion of festive dishes. (C) (R) 3.50 Sign 
Zone: Nigel Slater’s 12 Tastes of Christ¬ 
mas Part two of two. Centrepieces, sweet 
treats and making clever use of leftovers. 
(C) (R) 4.20 BBC News 4.20 BBC News. 
4.30 HARDtalk. 5.00 BBC News. 5.30 
World Business Report. 5.45 BBC News. 
(C) 


12.30 Ql Stephen Fry presents the comedy 
quiz, with outspoken actor and explorer 
Brian Blessed, and comedians Sean Lock 
and Ross Noble joining regular Alan Davies 
to answer questions on the theme of ice. 
(C) (R) 1.00 FILM: Film TBA H 3.15 FILM: 
The Four Feathers (2002) Historical 
adventure, starring Heath Ledger. (C) HH 
5.20 Close 


12.45 Jackpot247 Viewers get the chance 
to participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas, with a mix 
of roulette-wheel spins and lively chat from 
the presenting team. 2.45 River Monsters 
Jeremy Wade heads to Thailand in search 
of the giant freshwater stingray, one of the 
world’s largest and most terrifying river 
fish. Armed with a venomous 10in barb on 
the end of its whip-like tail, this 7001b pred¬ 
ator tests the extreme angler to his physi¬ 
cal limits, eventually snapping his rod and 
ripping his bicep. (T) (R) 3.45 ITV 
Nightscreen 


12.30 C4 Comedy Presents: Them from 
That Thing Part two of two. Sketches, with 
Blake Harrison and Morgana Robinson. (T) 
(R) 1.00 American Football Live A match 
from the NFL. (T) 4.45 Supernanny US The 
Froebrichs ask Jo Frost to help them 
control their children, whose behaviour 
has grown worse due to the stress of their 
grandmother coming to live with them. (T) 
5.25 90210 Annie volunteers to organise a 
major charity event, hoping it will enable 
her to put her inheritance to good use. 
Naomi makes a risky bid to secure a client 
for her new business. (T) 5.35 FILM: Andre 
(1994) Family drama, starring Keith Carra- 
dine. (T) H 


1.15 SuperCasino Viewers get the chance 
to take part in live interactive gaming, with 
a mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 4.00 
House Doctor A cluttered flat in Hammer¬ 
smith. (T) (R) 4.25 House Doctor A country 
cottage in Northamptonshire. (T) (R) 4.50 
Rough Guide To Antwerp, Dublin and Tel 
Aviv. (T) (R) 5.05 Hana’s Helpline Katy the 
kitten hopes to become a musician. (T) (R) 

5.15 The Milkshake! Show Shake tries to 
build a snowman. (T) (R) 5.40 Thomas & 
Friends Duncan transports a bell. (T) (R) 
5.50 Roary the Racing Car Molecom 
wants to be more musical. (T) (R) 
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WI3 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Clinical Commissioning Group 

Pharmacies 
opening over the 
Holiday Period 

Opening times 12noon-3pm for 
all pharmacies 

Christmas Day Pharmacies 

Murray Pharmacy, 

221 St Marks Rd, Tipton 

Jubilee Pharmacy, 

2 Upper Russell St, Wednesbury 

Michaels Chemist, 

262 High St, Smethwick 

Buckingham Chemist 

408 Aston Lane, Aston. B6 6QN 

Lloyds Pharmacy 

927 Walsall Road, Great Barr. B42 1TN 

Rana Dispensing Chemist 
2 Finch Road, Lozells. B19 1HS 

Stag Chemist Birmingham Ltd 
230 Stoney Lane, Sparkbrook. B12 
8AN 

Boxing Day Pharmacies 

RK Pharmacy, 

90 Lewisham Road, Smethwick 

Murray Pharmacy, 

232 Halesowen Road, Cradley 
Heath 

The Co-op Pharmacy, 

34-36 Carters Green, West 
Bromwich 

Due-Chem Ltd 

269 Soho Road, Handsworth. B21 
9SA 

Your Local Boots Pharmacy 
553-555 Stratford Road, Sparkhill. 

B11 4LP 

Ladywood Pharmacy 
12-14 King Edwards Road, 

Ladywood. B1 2PZ 

New Years Day Pharmacies 

Vicarage Pharmacy, 

75 Vicarage Road, West Bromwich 

Haden Vale Pharmacy, 

50 Barrs Road, Cradley Heath 

Dalvair Pharmacy, 

479 Bearwood Road, Smethwick 

Calstar Pharmacy 

151 Lozells Road, Lozells. B19 2TP 

N D Chemist Ltd 

452 College Road, Kingstanding. 

B44 0HL 

Stag Chemist Birmingham Ltd 
230 Stoney Lane, Sparkbrook. B12 
8AN 

RX Pharmacy 

256 Wellington Road, Handsworth. 
B20 2QL 

For help and advice contact 
NHS Direct 0845 46 47 




































Page 30 SANDWELL CHRONICLE 

r 


f 


,:o 


£: 


, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20 2012 



Tire Children’s 
Family Trust 

^ A family for life 

Ever thought about fostering? 

Do you have room in your 
heart to care for one, or 
possibly more, children so 
that brothers and sisters 
can stay together? 

If you have a spare room 
why not get in touch? 

Some children need a caring 
home for a few weeks, while 
others need a New family life 

In return you will receive a 
weekly payment of over £410 
per child, plus in-depth training 
and an excellent level 
of support. 


For further information, please call: 

©190S 798229 

Em; enquiries@thecft.oig.uk 
Web: www.thecft.Mg.uk 



HENLEY 
'FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

An Independent, Caring, Family-run Business 
Giving you support in your time of need 
The only Independent Family Run 
Funeral Directors in Oldbury. 

24-hr service: all areas covered 

Telephone FREE on 0800 056 6564 

EMILY HOUSE, WARLEY ROAD, OLDBURY 





Bespoke flower arrangements for ALL occasions. 
Aqua Bouquets available from £15. 

MASSIVE sale on from 29/12/12 excludes fresh flowers. 

Delivery available within a 10mile radius. 

Small charge. 

51 Hurst Road, Smethwick, B67 6LY 

0121-429-8680 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bed rooms LTD 



Friendly advise from a family run business with 35 years experience. 
We offer a full range of services from free quote and design to 
installation central heating, building work, plastering and tiling 
Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 



Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 

Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 
0 Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 lOOO • 07956 416016 



Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear 

Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing + safety 


s camouflage clothing + safety 
^footwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes. 

Ex-army webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls + 
waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents, 
SleepBg Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist 
suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment^ 

Open 6 days • Closed Sunday 


Telephone: 0121 472 1402 
325-327 Harborne Lane, Birmingham, B17 ONT 

.twrydersinbirmingham.co.uk 





www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


CHRISTMAS EVE 



BBC1 

■ 

BBC2 

■ 

ITV1 

■ 

Channel 4 

■ 

Channel 5 



Agnes finds herself facing 
her busiest Christmas 
ever, 10.10pm 

6.00 Breakfast Round-up of national and 
international news, plus the latest from the 
money markets. (C) 9.00 David Suchet: In 
the Footsteps of St Paul Part two of two. 
How Paul brought Christianity to the 
Mediterranean world. (C) 10.00 The Nativ¬ 
ity Conclusion. Joseph still cannot accept 
Mary’s pregnancy, but as the people turn 
against her, Joachim begs his son-in-law 
to take her to safety in Bethlehem. (C) (R) 
11.00 TBA12.00 BBC News; Weather (C) 
12.15 Regional News; Weather. (C) 12.25 
FILM: The Santa Clause (1994) A 
divorced father accidentally kills Santa 
Claus on Christmas Eve and is forced to 
deliver the presents himself. Fantasy 
comedy, with Tim Allen, Judge Reinhold 
and Wendy Crewson. (C) 1.55 FILM: The 
Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian 
(2008) The four Pevensie children return to 
the magical land of Narnia to help the right¬ 
ful king reclaim his throne. Fantasy adven¬ 
ture sequel, starring Ben Barnes and 
William Moseley. (C) 4.10 TBA 5.05 FILM: 
Lady and the Tramp (1955) A pet dog is 
driven from her home, and learns to live on 
the streets with the aid of a roguish stray. 
Disney animated adventure, with the 
voices of Barbara Luddy and Larry 
Roberts. (C) 


6.20 BBC News; Weather. (C) 

6.35 Midlands Today; Weather. (C) 

6.45 A Christmas Carol (2009) 

Premiere. A foul-tempered Vic¬ 
torian miser who hates the 
festive season is visited on 
Christmas Eve by a series of 
ghosts. The spirits intend to 
make him mend his wicked 
ways by showing him visions of 
the past, the present and what 
the future will hold for him if he 
does not change for the better. 

8.15 Merlin As a fierce battle rages 
on Camlann’s mighty plain, just 
as the prophecies foresaw, 
Merlin must find the strength to 
overcome his greatest challenge 
yet as he seeks a way to protect 
Camelot. As he fights to save the 
kingdom from the attacking 
hordes and keep Arthur safe 
from harm, the young wizard 
must finally come face to face 
with his destiny. The last-ever 
episode of the magical adven¬ 
ture seriess. (C) 

9.00 EastEnders Max and Tanya call 
off the wedding after Lauren’s 
alcohol-fuelled outburst. Alfie sol¬ 
diers on, while Lola is devastated 
when Phil tells her Lola will not be 
home for Christmas. (C) 

9.30 Outnumbered Christmas 
Special The Brockmans do 
their bit for the community by 
throwing a Christmas party for 
their friends and neighbours — 
but as they might have known, 
things don’t go as planned. Jake 
seems to have fallen in with a bad 
crowd, Karen would rather be 
chatting online and Pete’s mum 
has turned up unexpectedly. The 
guests aren’t exactly a barrel of 
laughs either, as they include 
Sue’s friend Jane, whose love life 
is a disaster zone, traumatised 
ex-weatherman Ray and opin¬ 
ionated neighbour Ray. However, 
the party games seem to go with 
a swing, thanks to organiser 
Ben.(C) 

10.10 Mrs Brown’s Boys Agnes 
finds herself facing her busiest 
Christmas ever, with Trevor stop¬ 
ping over, her grandson Bono 
staying on Christmas Eve and 
Dermot’s triplets all arriving too. 
If that wasn’t enough to juggle, 
she decides to take on the task of 
staging a Nativity play. The first of 
two festive editions of the 
comedy, starring Brendan O’Car¬ 
roll. (C) 

10.40 To be confirmed 
11.25 BBC News; Weather. (C) 

11.45 Midnight Mass from Leeds 
Cathedral Live service from St 
Anne’s Cathedral in Leeds. (C) 


1.05 FILM: Film TBA 2.35 Weatherview 
(C) 2.40 BBC News 2.40 Asia Business 
Report. News from the markets. 2.45 Sport 
Today. News and results from around the 
world. 3.00 BBC News. 3.30 Asia Business 
Report. News from the markets. 3.45 Sport 
Today. News and results from around the 
world. 4.00 BBC News. 4.30 HARDtalk. 
Stephen Sackur talks to people making the 
headlines. 5.00 BBC News. 5.30 World 
Business Report. The latest business 
news, with informed analysis. 5.45 BBC 
News. (C) 



And it’s Merry Christmas 
from them ... The 
Two Ronnies 

6.00 CBeebies 7.05 CBBC 9.00 FILM: 
Who Framed Roger Rabbit (1988) 

Comedy mixing live action and animation, 
starring Bob Hoskins. (C) 10.35 FILM: 
Christmas Snow (1986) A miserly landlord 
throws a widow and her children out of their 
home, but finds he needs their help when he 
gets lost in a blizzard. Drama, with Sid 
Caesar and Katherine Helmond. (C) 11.20 
The Great British Bake Off Cooks battle it 
out to be named Britain’s best amateur 
baker. (C) (R) 12.20 FILM: Flight of the 
Navigator (1986) Sci-fi adventure, starring 
Joey Cramer. (C) 1.45 Wartime Farm 
Christmas Rural life during the Christmas 
of 1944. (C) (R) 2.45 Equestrian The 
Olympia International Horse Show. Clare 
Balding presents action from the seventh 
and final day of the prestigious event at the 
Olympia Grand Hall in London. (C) 3.45 
FILM: Nativity! (2009) A primary school 
teacher becomes a local celebrity when he 
dishonestly claims Hollywood is interested 
in his nativity play. Comedy, starring Martin 
Freeman and Ashley Jensen. (C) HH 5.25 
Dad’s Army Frazer is unable to hide his 
delight when Captain Mainwaring’s disrep¬ 
utable brother gatecrashes a sherry party 
for local dignitaries. Classic comedy, star¬ 
ring Arthur Lowe. (C) (R) 


6.05 Carols from King’s The solo 
chorister singing the opening 
verse of Once in Royal David’s 
City from the Chapel of King’s 
College, Cambridge, marks the 
beginning of Christmas for mil¬ 
lions of people around the world. 
Carols from King’s tells the 
Christmas story through read¬ 
ings from the King James Bible 
and poems by Rainer Maria 
Rilke, William Austin and Laurie 
Lee. The world-famous King’s 
College Choir, under the direc¬ 
tion of Stephen Cleobury, sings 
carols including Ding Dong 
Merrily on High, Away in a 
Manger, The Holly and the Ivy, 
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, 
We Three Kings, In the Bleak 
Midwinter, Silent Night and Hark! 
The Herald Angels Sing. (C) 

7.20 Dragons’ Den Christmas 
Special For the first time the 
Den opens its doors purely for 
commerce at Christmas, with 
nine entrepreneurs representing 
six businesses descend the 
stairs to pitch their festive ideas 
in the hope of securing a cash 
injection from the five multimil¬ 
lionaires. Alongside normal pro¬ 
ceedings, there will be insights 
into the approach to take during 
the seasonal trading period as 
well as the pitfalls that can come 
with success. There is also a 
catch up with a few of the entre¬ 
preneurs — some who suc¬ 
ceeded in gaining the Dragons’ 
support and others who did not 
— to find out whether they hit it 
big this year. Evan Davis pres¬ 
ents. (C) 

8.20 Open All Hours Shopkeeping 
comedy, with Ronnie Barker as 
the miserly Arkwright, David 
Jason as his downtrodden 
nephew and Lynda Baron as 
Nurse Gladys Emmanuel. (C) (R) 

8.50 Porridge Fletch discovers 
fellow inmates at Slade Prison 
are planning to escape - and 
decides to hide in the hospital so 
he cannot be blamed when the 
tunnel is discovered. Festive 
edition of the classic comedy 
from 1975, starring Ronnie 
Barker and Richard Beckinsale. 
(C)(R) 

9.30 Ronnie Barker: The Many 
Faces Of.. (C) 

10.30 The Two Ronnies: The 
Studio Recordings A collec¬ 
tion of unedited takes from the 
classic comedy show, featuring 
both famous and more obscure 
sketches. (C) (R) 

11.00 Being Ronnie Corbett Doc¬ 
umentary charting the come¬ 
dian’s long career. (C) (R) 


12.00 Comedy Connections The story 
behind prison-based sitcom Porridge, and 
a chance to discover which actor was orig¬ 
inally earmarked for the part of Godber. (C) 
(R) 12.30 Ql Stephen Fry hosts a Christ¬ 
mas edition of the quiz, asking Sarah Milli- 
can, Phill Jupitus, Danny Baker and Alan 
Davies questions on the theme of jingle 
bells. (C) (R) 1.00 An Island Parish Shep¬ 
herd David Scott has a difficult decision to 
make about his pet sheep Persil, and Rev 
Gill Nicholls faces up to leaving the island 
for good. Last in the series. (C) (R) 1.30 
FILM: Film TBA 3.00 Close 



Jim Carrey is The Grinch in 
this film fantasy 
at 4.45pm 

5.30 ITV Morning News (T) 6.00 CITV (T) 
8.15 FILM: Scooby-Doo and the Cyber 
Chase (2001) The curious quintet are trans¬ 
ported inside a video game, and must battle 
their way out through puzzles and mazes. 
Animated adventure, with the voices of Bob 
Bergen and Scott Innes. (T) HHH 9.25 
FILM: Dennis (1993) A well-meaning little 
boy’s inability to stay out of trouble consis¬ 
tently infuriates his curmudgeonly old 
neighbour. Slapstick comedy, starring 
Walter Matthau and Mason Gamble, (f) 
11.10 Dinner Date Matchmaking show in 
which contestants choose three blind dates 
based entirely on menus created by five 
potential partners. (T) 12.10 ITV News and 
Weather (T) 12.30 The Chase Bradley 
Walsh presents as four contestants answer 
general knowledge questions and work as 
a team to take on ruthless quiz genius the 
Chaser and secure a cash prize. (T) (R) 1.30 
Doc Martin Comedy drama, starring Martin 
Clunes. (T) (R) 3.30 Rod Stewart’s Christ¬ 
mas The rock star performs festive songs at 
Stirling Castle. (T) (R) 


4.45 


6.45 

7.00 


7.30 


8.00 


8.30 

9.00 


10.30 

10.45 

11.45 


The Grinch (2000) A grouchy 
creature plots to ruin Christmas 
and seasonal goodwill for the 
Whoville town residents. 
Fantasy comedy, based on Dr 
Seuss’ book, starring Jim Carrey 
and Taylor Momsen. (T) 

ITV News and Weather (T) 
Emmerdale Cameron takes 
drastic steps to deal with his 
hostage after a chase through 
the woods, while Priya gives 
David his Christmas gift — a 
skiing holiday, but they leave on 
Boxing Day. (T) 

Coronation Street It’s going 
to be a dramatic Christmas for 
several of Weatherfield’s best 
known couples. (T) 

You’ve Been Framed! 
Christmas Harry Hill narrates 
a festive selection of camcorder 
calamities and viewers’ mobile 
phone footage, including stum¬ 
bling Santas, ungrateful chil¬ 
dren, a dog that uses a 
Christmas tree as a toilet, and 
an unexpected shock from 
some fairy lights. (T) (R) 
Coronation Street More 
Christmas Eve drama from TV’s 
most famous street. (T) 

The Spice Girls Story: Viva 
Forever! A brand new and offi¬ 
cial, prime-time documentary on 
The Spice Girls including inter¬ 
views with five stars themselves, 
plus their mothers, a host of 
celebrity pals, and more. It fea¬ 
tures behind the scenes footage 
of the infamous press call earlier 
this year, rehearsals and back- 
stage footage of their perform¬ 
ance in the The Olympics 
Closing Ceremony, and of 
course lots of sneak peaks of the 
new Spice Girls musical, Viva 
Forever, and its development.(T) 
ITV News and Weather (T) 
Christmas Carols on ITV (T) 
The Jonathan Ross Show 
The star-studded line-up to take 
you into the early hours of Christ¬ 
mas Day includes Michael McIn¬ 
tyre, Sienna Miller, Sheridan 
Smith, Charlotte Church, Jamie 
Oliver, Jonnie Peacock and West 
Midlands’ own Paralympic gold 
medal-winning star Ellie Sim- 
monds. (T) (R) 


1.00 The Unforgettable Profiles of 
famous entertainers. (T) (R) 2.00 ITV 
Nightscreen 3.50 Pushing Daisies Anna 
Friel and Lee Pace star in the long-awaited 
hit US drama about pie-maker Ned, who 
can bring people back from the dead just 
by touching them, then send them to the 
afterlife with just another poke of his finger. 
He decides to use his power to solve 
crime, bringing murder victims back to life 
so they can name their killers — but things 
get complicated when he resuscitates his 
childhood sweetheart and decides to let 
her stay alive, knowing they can never 
come into physical contact. (T) (R) 4.50 ITV 
Nightscreen 




The Snowman and the 
Snowdog, animated film 
at 7pm 

7.25 Famous Fred Animation about a 
singing cat, with the voice of Lenny Henry. 
(T) (R) 7.55 TBA 8.00 Ivor the Invisible 
Children’s animation. (T) (R) 8.30 FILM: 
Christmas Carol: The Movie (2001) Ani¬ 
mated drama, with the voices of Simon 
Callow and Kate Winslet. (T) HH 10.05 The 
Big Bang Theory Amy and Penny use 
Bernadette to spy on Leonard and Priya. 
(T) (R) 10.35 The Big Bang Theory 
Howard tells his mother he is engaged to 
Bernadette. (T) (R) 11.05 The Simpsons 
Lisa becomes a Buddhist. (T) (R) 11.35 The 
Simpsons Bart is caught shoplifting. (T) (R) 
12.10 FILM: The Muppet Christmas 
Carol (1992) Puppet comedy, starring 
Michael Caine. (T) 1.50 FILM: Scrooged 
(1988) Christmas comedy, starring Bill 
Murray. (T) 3.45 Deal or No Deal’s Big 
Christmas Dinner Noel Edmonds hosts a 
seasonal edition of the game show. (T) 4.45 
The Simpsons Halloween-inspired tales. 
(T) (R) 5.15 The Simpsons With the guest 
voice of Kiefer Sutherland. (T) (R) 5.45 
Channel 4 News Including sport and 
weather. (T) 5.55 4thought.tv Members of 
the public reflect on religious issues. (T) 


6.00 


6.30 


7.00 


7.30 


8.30 


9.00 

10.00 


10.30 


11.05 

11.35 


Hollyoaks Barney tells Rob 
about his secret arrangement 
with Nana McQueen, unaware 
his admission has been over¬ 
heard, and Brendan struggles to 
cope with his father’s presence 
in the village. (T) 

Ice Age: A Mammoth 
Christmas Festive spin-off of 
the animated films. Sid the sloth 
accidentally ruins one of Manny 
the mammoth’s Christmas tradi¬ 
tions, and is worried to discover 
he may be on Santa Claus’s 
naughty list - so he heads to the 
North Pole in a bid to redeem 
himself. (T) (R) 

The Snowman and the 
Snowdog Animated sequel to 
Raymond Briggs’ classic festive 
tale The Snowman. A boy’s 
snowman and snowdog magi¬ 
cally come to life at the stroke of 
midnight and take him on an 
adventure to the North Pole, 
where he and his new compan¬ 
ions meet an assortment of 
colourful characters, including 
Santa himself, before returning 
home. (T) 

The Making of the 
Snowman and the 
Snowdog One of the most 
popular British animations ever 
made, The Snowman has 
become a fixture in the Christ¬ 
mas schedules. Yet the talent 
behind the phenomenon is reclu¬ 
sive. Now, 30 years after the film 
adaptation of his children’s 
book, Raymond Briggs provides 
an insight into his life, talks about 
his inspiration and reveals why 
he has finally approved a sequel. 
The programme also meets the 
creative team behind the new 
film, many of whom played a key 
role in the original, and others 
from the literary world share their 
thoughts on why his work is suc¬ 
cessful. (T) 

Stephen Fry: Gadget Man 
Xmas Special The actor 
delves into the world of technol¬ 
ogy. 01 

8 Out of 10 Cats Panel show 
hosted by Jimmy Carr. (T) 

Peep Show Comedy about 
two misfits with an unhealthy 
reliance on one another. Robert 
Webb and David Mitchell star. (T) 
The Inbetweeners Carli 
organises a fashion show that 
Simon is eager to participate in. 
Will tries to shake off his embar¬ 
rassing reputation, while Jay 
continues to lie about his sexual 
experiences. (T) (R) 

The Inbetweeners Simon 
tries to impress a girl. (T) (R) 

The Inbetweeners The gang 
visits a university. (T) (R) 


12.10 The Inbetweeners Will is left home 
alone. (T) (R) 12.45 The Inbetweeners 

Sitcom about four teenagers growing up in 
suburbia. (T) (R) 1.10 The Inbetweeners 
Sitcom about four teenagers growing up in 
suburbia. (T) (R) 1.40 Rude Tube Special 
2010 The most popular internet videos of 
all time. (T) (R) 2.45 Made in Chelsea 
Reality show following the social activities 
of a group of people in their twenties, who 
live in and around the most exclusive post¬ 
codes in London. (T) (R) 3.40 90210 Naomi 
receives a surprise visit from her sister Jen. 
(T) 4.20 Deal or No Deal Game show, with 
Noel Edmonds. (T) (R) 5.15 Countdown 
Word game with Alistair McGowan in Dic¬ 
tionary Corner. (T) (R) 



The Queen at Cosford as 
part of her Jubilee Tour, 
at 8pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.45 TBA 9.50 Dallas JR 

decides to move back to Southfork - but 
a dark cloud looms on the horizon as the 
Ewings’ old adversary Cliff Barnes makes 
an unwelcome return. (T) (R) 10.45 TBA 

11.45 Once Upon a Time The mine col¬ 
lapses, trapping Henry and Archie inside. 
(T) (R) 12.40 Once Upon a Time Prince 
Charming is slain by an opponent after a 
tournament. (T) (R) 1.40 FILM: Mistletoe 
Over Manhattan (2011) Christmas 
fantasy, starring Tricia Heifer and Greg 
Bryk. (T) 3.30 FILM: Lost Holiday: The 
Jim and Suzanne Shemwell Story (2007) 
Fact-based drama, starring Dylan Walsh 
and Jami Gertz. (T) 5.15 FILM: Scrooge — 
A Christmas Carol (1951) Charles 
Dickens’ fantasy, starring Alastair Sim. 
HHHH 


7.00 Rolf’s Animal Christmas 

Rolf Harris revisits some of the 
most memorable stories of the 
year from Rolf’s Animal Clinic, a 
series that saw animals of all 
shapes and sizes receiving vital 
and often life-saving treatment. 
This festive special reveals how 
some of the patients fared after 
they returned home to their 
grateful owners following 
medical attention at the Univer¬ 
sity of Liverpool’s School of Vet¬ 
erinary Science campus at 
Leahurst in Cheshire; 5 News 
Update (T) 

8.00 A Right Royal 2012 A look at 
how the royal family has fared in 
the past year, with highlights 
including the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee, which was celebrated 
by millions of people despite the 
rain. The low points saw the pub¬ 
lication of revealing photographs 
of the Duchess of Cambridge in 
the foreign press, as well as a UK 
newspaper printing pictures of 
Prince Harry playing strip bil¬ 
liards in a hotel in Las Vegas. 
With contributions by ex-MP 
Ann Widdecombe, Diana, 
Princess of Wales’s former 
private secretary Patrick 
Jephson, pageant master of the 
jubilee flotilla Adrian Evans, royal 
correspondent Robert Jobson 
and social historian Dominic 
Sandbrook; 5 News at 9 (T) 
9.00 Eddie Stobart’s Christmas 
Cracker Festive edition of the 
documentary following the 
company’s truckers as they face 
one of their busiest times of the 
year. A hospital in Cambridge 
awaits the arrival of a huge 
Christmas tree to raise patients’ 
spirits, while petrol forecourts 
expect bumper fuel deliveries for 
those facing long drives home. A 
town in the north east of England 
is due a consignment of reindeer 
for their annual parade and on 
top of all that, the drivers must hit 
the right note for the company’s 
charity Yuletide single. 

10.00 Tommy Cooper’s Christ¬ 
mas A seasonal special from 
1973, featuring a generous 
helping of mirth, mayhem and 
magic from the comedian, who 
demonstrates how to cook a 
duck-egg omelette, plays 
snooker with a sand wedge and 
rides an ostrich. Joining Tommy 
are singers Clodagh Rodgers 
and Sacha Distel, who perform a 
medley of festive favourites. 

11.05 The Plank (1967) Slapstick 
comedy, starring Eric Sykes 
and Tommy Cooper. 


12.10 TBA 1.10 SuperCasino Viewers get 
the chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel spins 
and lively chat from the presenting team. 
4.00 House Doctor A Victorian property in 
Camden, north London. (T) (R) 4.25 
HouseBusters Life-enhancing changes to 
a home. (T) (R) 4.50 Great Artists Profile of 
Renaissance painter Tiziano Vecellio, 
known to English-speakers as Titian, who 
pioneered the use of oils with a radical 
approach to light, colour and brush 
strokes. (T) (R) 5.10 Michaela’s Wild Chal¬ 
lenge Michaela Strachan gets groomed by 
monkeys. (T) (R) 5.35 Michaela’s Wild 
Challenge Jamie Crawford is challenged 
to kiss a poison dart frog. (T) (R) 
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Jenny Agutter in Call The 
Midwife, 7.45pm 


The Choir: A Year with the 
Military Wives, 9pm 


Fun for Mrs Patmore in the 
Downton Christmas special 


The Lord of the Rings, the 
journey begins, 5.35pm 


Rolf’s Animal Christmas, 
revisiting the series at 6pm 
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6.00 Breakfast Headlines and business 
news. (C) 9.00 TBA 10.00 Christmas Day 
Eucharist Traditional morning service live 
from St Mary Redcliffe in Bristol. (C) 11.00 
FILM: The Santa Clause 3: The Escape 
Clause (2006) Christmas fantasy comedy 
sequel, starring Tim Allen. (C) HH 12.25 
BBC News (C) 12.35 Weather (C) 12.40 
FILM: Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa 
(2008) The escaped zoo animals come 
across their wild counterparts after their 
plane crashes in Africa. Animated adven¬ 
ture, with the voices of Ben Stiller, Chris 
Rock and David Schwimmer. (C) 2.00 Top 
of the Pops Christmas Special Fearne 
Cotton and Reggie Yates present the 
annual chart countdown. (C) 3.00 The 
Queen Her Majesty’s annual address. (C) 
3.10 FILM: Shrek Forever After (2010) 
Premiere. Animated comedy, with the voice 
of Mike Myers. (C) 4.40 Room on the 
Broom Animated adaptation of the chil¬ 
dren’s book about a witch who invites a 
surprising number of animals to ride on her 
broom. The voice cast includes Rob 
Brydon and David Walliams. (C) 5.05 BBC 
News (C) 5.20 Weather (C) 5.30 Doctor 
Who The Time Lord is summoned to Victo¬ 
rian England to thwart an icy menace. (C) 


6.30 Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special Bruce 
Forsyth and Tess Daly welcome 
seven former contestants and six 
Strictly newcomers to the dance 
floor to compete for the Christ¬ 
mas glitterball trophy, and singer 
Rod Stewart performs Let It 
Snow. Leading the line-up are 
2008 and 2009 champions Tom 
Chambers and Chris Hollins, 
alongside series one winner 
Natasha Kaplinsky, while Kelly 
Brook, Rachel Stevens, Colin 
Jackson and Chelsee Healey 
also dust off their dancing shoes. 
Entering the ballroom for the first 
time are JLS singer Jonathan 
‘JB’ Gill, former footballer 
Fabrice Muamba, comics Bobby 
Ball and Katy Brand, actress 
Sheila Hancock, and presenter 
Helen Skelton. Viewers’ 
favourites Ann Widdecombe and 
Russell Grant add a little extra 
yuletide sparkle with a guest 
appearance. (C) 

7.45 Call the Midwife Christmas 
Special The hit drama of the 
year returns for a one-off special 
— and what could be more 
festive than the nuns finding a 
newborn baby on the steps of 
the convent? The discovery 
prompts the community to rally 
round, providing food and cloth¬ 
ing for the unexpected arrival. 
But the question remains - who 
is his mother and why did she 
leave him there? Jessica Raine, 
Miranda Hart, Pam Ferris and 
Jenny Agutter star. (C) 

9.00 EastEnders Derek plots to ruin 

Max’s Christmas festivities, and 
when his plan falls into place, the 
perfect day turns into a disaster. 
A fun day at the Vic prompts 
Roxy to tell Alfie a secret. (C) 
10.00 The Royle Family A new 
neighbour’s cleavage is one of 
the many topics of conversation 
as the couch-potato clan 
gathers for another fun-filled 
Christmas Day. This year 
Barbara has gone overboard 
with the presents after spending 
an entire two hours in the pound 
shop, Joe next door has turned 
to the lonely hearts column, 
although his advert leaves a lot 
to be desired, and Dave has had 
a flash of entrepreneurial inspira¬ 
tion Ricky Tomlinson, Sue John¬ 
ston, Caroline Aherne and Craig 
Cash star. (C) 

11.00 BBC News All the latest head¬ 
lines. (C) 

11.10 Weather (C) 

11.15 To be confirmed 
11.55 On Christmas Night Para¬ 
lympic medal-winner Rachel 
Morris reads Christmas story. (C) 


12.00 FILM: Blades of Glory (2007) Ice- 
skating comedy, starring Will Ferrell as part 
of an all-male ice-dancing couple. (C) HH 
1.35 Weatherview (C) 1.40 BBC News 
1.40 ABC World News with Diane Sawyer. 
Global news reports. 2.00 BBC News. 2.30 
Asia Business Report. News from the 
markets. 2.45 Sport Today. News and 
results from around the world. 3.00 BBC 
News. 3.30 Asia Business Report. News 
from the markets. 3.45 Sport Today. News 
and results from around the world. 4.00 
BBC News. 4.30 HARDtalk. Stephen 
Sackur talks to people making the head¬ 
lines. 5.00 BBC News. 5.30 World Busi¬ 
ness Report. The latest business news, 
with informed analysis. 5.45 BBC News. 
(C) 


6.00 CBeebies 6.30 The Cow That 
Almost Missed Christmas Animation 
retelling the nativity story from the view¬ 
point of a young cow. (C) (R) 7.00 CBBC 
9.00 Attenborough’s Egg Hunt David 
Attenborough returns to Madagascar 50 
years after his first visit. (C) (R) 10.00 
Attenborough’s Ark: Natural World 
Special David Attenborough chooses 10 
animals he would most like to save from 
extinction. (C) (R) 11.00 Carols from 
King’s Music and readings from the 
Chapel of King’s College, Cambridge. (C) 
(R) 12.15 FILM: On the Town (1949) 
Musical, starring Gene Kelly, Frank Sinatra 
and Jules Munshin. (C) 1.50 FILM: Singin’ 
in the Rain (1952) A silent-movie star tries 
to win the heart of an aspiring actress as 
the dawn of sound changes the film busi¬ 
ness for ever. Musical comedy, starring 
Gene Kelly and Debbie Reynolds. (C) 3.30 
La Cenerentola Andrea Andermann’s pro¬ 
duction of Rossini’s opera based on Cin¬ 
derella, starring Ukrainian soprano Lena 
Belkina in the lead role and tenor Edgardo 
Rocha as Don Ramiro. (C) 5.30 The Queen 
Her Majesty’s annual address. (C) (R) 5.40 
Arena: Sister Wendy and the Art of the 
Gospel The nun talks about life, faith and 
art. (C) 


6.40 50 Years of Bond Cars: A 

Top Gear Special Richard 
Hammond celebrates 50 years of 
James Bond films with a look back 
at the franchise’s vehicles, includ¬ 
ing the Aston Martin DB5 and the 
Lotus Esprit. Richard also talks to 
silver-screen 007s Daniel Craig 
and Roger Moore, goes behind 
the scenes on the latest Bond 
adventure Skyfall, and attempts to 
turn a Lotus into a fully working 
submarine car. (C) (R) 

7.45 Dad’s Army The vicar holds a 
Comforts for the Troops Fund 
bazaar at which Mainwaring 
finds himself bidding against 
Pike for a highly prized orange. 
The private reveals a stubborn 
streak that costs the thick- 
skinned captain an arm and a 
leg. Christmas edition of the 
classic comedy originally shown 
in 1976, starring Arthur Lowe 
and Ian Lavender. Last in the 
series. (C) (R) 

8.15 Blackadder’s Christmas 
Carol It is Christmas Eve 1850, 
and the kindly Ebenezer Black- 
adder spends the festive season 
being taken advantage of by his 
relatives. When he is visited by 
the Spirit of Christmas, he gains 
an insight into the dastardly 
deeds of his ancestors. Comic 
reversal of the classic Dickens 
tale, starring Rowan Atkinson. 
(C)(R) 

9.00 The Choir: A Year with the 
Military Wives In February 
2011, Gareth Malone went to 
Royal Marines Base Chivenor in 
Devon to set up a choir for the 
woman whose partners were 
away on active duty for months 
at a time. In this film, he goes 
back to the small chapel where 
he started the singing group, 
with key members reflecting on 
an experience that was meant to 
culminate in a performance at 
the Royal Albert Hall - but 
which actually led to something 
bigger. (C) 

10.00 Ql XL Jingle Bells Extended 
edition of the comedy panel 
game, in which the questions are 
so difficult points are awarded 
for the answers host Stephen Fry 
finds most interesting. (C) 

10.45 The Sarah Millican Televi¬ 
sion Programme Xmas 
2012 The award-winning come¬ 
dienne hosts a special Christ¬ 
mas edition of her show, in which 
she delivers short stand-up rou¬ 
tines inspired by festive TV. (C) 

(R) 

11.15 The Christmas No 1 Story 

The battle for the chart-topping 
festive single has always been 
hard fought.(C) (R) 


12.15 TOTP2 Christmas 2012 (C) (R) 1.45 
FILM: Film H 3.30 BBC News 3.30 Asia 
Business Report. News from the markets. 

3.45 Sport Today. News and results from 
around the world. 4.00 BBC News. 4.30 
HARDtalk. Stephen Sackur talks to people 
making the headlines. 5.00 BBC News. 

5.30 World Business Report. The latest 
business news, with informed analysis. 

5.45 BBC News. (C) 


5.30 I TV Morning News (T) 6.00 CITV (T) 
7.50 FILM: Scooby-Doo and the Alien 
Invaders (2000) Animated adventure, with 
the voice of Jeff Bennett. (T) HH 9.25 FILM: 
Aladdin (1992) A street urchin happens 
across a lamp, home to an affable genie 
with the ability to grant wishes. Disney ani¬ 
mated adventure, with the voices of Robin 
Williams and Scott Weinger. (T) HHH 11.15 
The Nation’s Favourite Christmas Song A 
countdown of the top 20 tunes guaranteed 
to get people in the festive spirit, including 
classics by Wizzard, Mariah Carey, Slade, 
and the Pogues featuring Kirsty MacColl. (T) 
(R) 12.45 Text Santa: One More Time 
Highlights of this evening’s fundraising 
extravaganza. (T) (R) 1.15 ITV News and 
Weather (T) 1.25 FILM: Toy Story (1995) 
Pixar animated adventure, with the voices 
of Tom Hanks and Tim Allen. (T) 3.00 The 
Queen Her Majesty’s annual address. (T) 
3.10 ITV News and Weather (T) 3.20 FILM: 
Tangled (2010) Premiere. A princess 
locked in a tower escapes with the aid of a 
bandit and tries to find her way home. 
Disney animated comedy, with the voices of 
Mandy Moore and Zachary Levi. (T) HHH 
5.15 You’ve Been Framed! Christmas 
Special Harry Hill narrates camcorder 
calamities. (T) 


6.00 Emmerdale A special hour- 
long episode. Cameron heads to 
the woods to bury the body after 
his second killing. Alicia sees 
Priya wearing the bracelet and 
confronts David, while Edna dis¬ 
covers that she has been 
burgled. In a recent TV interview, 
Mark Charnock, who plays 
Marlon Dingle, explained that 
fans can expect a mix of comedy 
and drama in the show’s festive 
edition. Charnock commented: 
“Our Christmas Day is a belter 
this year. It’s an absolute belter. 
It’s also got some very, very good 
comedy in it, particularly from 
Charlotte Bellamy who plays 
Laurel. “There’s some really 
funny stuff, but the drama’s 
shocking!” (T) 

7.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love 
of Dogs at Christmas The 

comedian follows the work of 
Battersea Dogs & Cats Home in 
London, meeting staff involved in 
treating, training and rehoming 
animals. A one-off special for the 
show which was a huge ratings 
winner when it ran through Sep¬ 
tember and October. Paul, who is 
a fan of his furry friends, recently 
said. “I hate animal cruelty - it’s 
just wrong and shows someone 
has no respect for life. We’ve got 
a responsibility to the animals we 
look after. I’m a member of Com¬ 
passion In World Farming, which 
campaigns to improve condi¬ 
tions for farm animals. It’s dis¬ 
gusting the conditions in which 
these creatures are shipped from 
Ramsgate over to Europe. If I 
were to go and picket, I would 
probably get arrested.” (T) 

8.00 Coronation Street Has Santa 
been kind to the cast of Weather- 
field? This is soap world, so what 
do you think! (T) 

9.00 Downton Abbey Costume 
drama set in an Edwardian 
country house, written by Oscar- 
winning writer Julian Fellowes. 
Starring Maggie Smith, Hugh 
Bonneville and Elizabeth 
McGovern. The Crawley family 
heads north to take a holiday in 
Scotland, leaving the servants 
behind at Downton. Drama, 
trauma and romance. (T) 

11.00 ITV News and Weather (T) 

11.15 Couples Retreat (2009) 

Premiere. Comedy, starring 
Vince Vaughn and Malin 
Akerman. Four couples settle 
into a tropical-island 
resort.While one of the couples 
is there to work on the mar¬ 
riage, the others fail to realize 
that participation in the resort's 
particular brand of therapy 
sessions is not optional. (T) 


1.30 Christmas Carols on ITV (T) (R) 2.30 
ITV Nightscreen 3.30 Pushing Daisies 

Anna Friel and Lee Pace star in the long- 
awaited hit US drama about pie-maker 
Ned, who can bring people back from the 
dead just by touching them, then send 
them to the afterlife with just another poke 
of his finger. He decides to use his power 
to solve crime, bringing murder victims 
back to life so they can name their killers — 
but things get complicated when he resus¬ 
citates his childhood sweetheart and 
decides to let her stay alive, knowing they 
can never come into physical contact. (T) 
(R) 4.30 ITV Nightscreen 


6.40 FILM: The Rugrats Movie (1999) Ani¬ 
mated adventure, with the voice of Eliza¬ 
beth Daily. (T) 7.55 Snowman (T) 8.00 
Father Christmas Seasonal animation 
based on Raymond Briggs’ book. (T) (R) 

8.30 Little Wolf (T) (R) 9.00 The Simpsons 
The children are trapped in school. (T) (R) 

9.30 The Simpsons A department store 
Santa grants Lisa’s Christmas wish. (T) (R) 
10.00 Gordon’s Christmas Cookalong (T) 
1.45 The Snowman and the Snowdog 
Animated sequel to classic festive tale The 
Snowman. (T) (R) 2.15 FILM: The Wizard 
of Oz (1939) A tornado whisks a girl off to 
a magical land where she embarks on a 
journey in search of the wizard who knows 
the way home. Musical fantasy, with Judy 
Garland and Ray Bolger. (T) 4.15 Alterna¬ 
tive Christmas Message Channel 4’s 
annual alternative message. (T) 4.20 Deal 
or No Deal’s Big Christmas Dinner Noel 
Edmonds hosts a seasonal edition of the 
game show. (T) 5.20 Channel 4 News 
Including sport and weather. (T) 5.25 
4thought.tv Members of the public reflect 
on religious issues. (T) 5.30 Lord of the 
Rings: Fellowship Intro (T) 5.35 FILM: 
The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of 
the Ring (2001) Fantasy adventure, star¬ 
ring Elijah Wood. (T) 


9.00 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The host 
presents a festive edition of his 
talk show, joined by his house- 
band for the night, McFly, who 
perform a medley of their great¬ 
est hits. Chart toppers JLS join 
Alan on the sofa along with 
Dragons’ Den star Hilary Devey, 
who talks about her two new 
programmes for Channel 4. 
Actor David Walliams also drops 
by to discuss new BBC family 
comedy Mr Stink, based on his 
children’s book of the same 
name. Alan’s father, Graham, 
had hoped Carr would be a foot¬ 
baller-after all, he’d been afoot- 
bailer and manager, and his 
granddad had been a footballer, 
so there was a sense of 
inevitability. In a recent interview 
the funnyman was asked if it was 
a macho family? “Yeah, defi¬ 
nitely. And that was just my 
mother. Heeheeheeeheee!” The 
be-spectacled comedian 
cackled. (T) 

10.00 Friday Night Dinner Christ¬ 
mas Special The boys’ other 
grandma ruins Christmas when 
she joins the family at the table 
for Mum’s turkey dinner, accom¬ 
panied by her equally horrible 
dog. She has the cheek to bring 
along her own food, knowing her 
daughter-in-law’s cooking is not 
up to scratch, and gets into a 
fight with popular Grandma, to 
everyone’s shock. Meanwhile, 
other dubious festive delights for 
the clan include Jim turning up 
dressed as Santa, and Jonny 
giving Adam a joke present. (T) 

10.30 Rude Tube Christmas 
Special 2012 Series showcas¬ 
ing the most popular internet 
videos of all time, and interview¬ 
ing some of the people who 
create them. Alex Zane presents 
the first Rude Tube Christmas 
special - a countdown of 50 
Christmas themed clips. Some 
are plain funny, others will make 
you cringe (T) 

11.30 Channel 4’s Greatest 
Comedy Moments If you 

haven’t had your fill of great 
festive moments over on Five, 
this show takes a journey 
through the archive to serve up 
some vintage laughs. It’s 30 
years since the channel 
launched and in that time it has 
been responsible for some clas¬ 
sics. From Comic Strip Presents 
and beyond, there’s bound to be 
some gems. Expect to see mem¬ 
orable clips from such brilliant 
shows as Father Ted, Phoenix 
Nights, Max & Paddy and The 
Inbetweeners to name but a few. 

01 (R) 


1.30 FILM: Airplane! (1980) Spoof disas¬ 
ter movie, starring Robert Hays. (T) HHHH 
3.00 David Blaine: What Is Magic? The 
illusionist performs amazing feats across 
America, impressing actor Orlando Bloom 
in New York, and seemingly catching a 
bullet in his mouth fired from a .22-calibre 
gun. (T) (R) 3.30 KOTV Boxing Weekly 
Henry Lundy v Raymundo Beltran. Action 
from the NABF Lightweight title bout at the 
Resorts Hotel & Casino in Atlantic City. (T) 
3.55 International Volleyball A look back 
at the 2012 World League season, focus¬ 
ing on the teams aiming to make it through 
to the finals in Bulgaria. (T) 4.50 Extreme 
Sailing Series The conclusion of the 2011 
season. (T) 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.25 TBA 9.30 Once 
Upon a Time The Evil Queen hires the 
Huntsman to kill Snow as his Storybrooke 
counterpart Sheriff Graham starts to 
remember his alternative life. (T) (R) 10.25 
FILM: Gone with the Wind (1939) A plan¬ 
tation heiress has a tumultuous relation¬ 
ship with a roguish Southern gentleman 
during the American Civil War. Epic roman¬ 
tic drama, starring Vivien Leigh and Clark 
Gable. More than 1,400 actresses were 
interviewed for the coveted role of Scarlet 
O’Hara. The one actress whom all of Hol¬ 
lywood felt had the role (including herself) 
was Paulette Goddard, live-in girlfriend of 
comedian Charlie Chaplin. When the press 
leaked the information they were “living in 
sin”, Paulette was quickly dropped from 
consideration. 2.30 FILM: Trading Christ¬ 
mas (2011) Premiere. A lonely widow and 
a frustrated writer arrange to swap houses 
for Christmas, and both find themselves 
having unexpected romances. Comedy, 
with Faith Ford and Gil Bellows. (T) 4.15 
FILM: The Santa Incident (2010) Pre¬ 
miere. Santa Claus is marooned in a small 
town and must prepare for Christmas 
without the resources of his North Pole 
workshop. Comedy, starring Greg 
Germann and lone Skye. (T) 


6.00 Rolf’s Animal Christmas 

Rolf Harris revisits some of the 
most memorable stories of the 
year from Rolf’s Animal Clinic, a 
series that saw animals of all 
shapes and sizes receiving vital 
and often life-saving treatment. 
This festive special reveals how 
some of the patients fared after 
they returned home to their 
grateful owners following 
medical attention at the Univer¬ 
sity of Liverpool’s School of Vet¬ 
erinary Science campus at 
Leahurst in Cheshire. 

7.00 Eddie Stobart’s Christmas 
Cracker Festive edition of the 
documentary following the 
company’s truckers as they face 
one of their busiest times of the 
year. A hospital in Cambridge 
awaits the arrival of a huge 
Christmas tree to raise patients’ 
spirits, while petrol forecourts 
expect bumper fuel deliveries for 
those facing long drives home. A 
town in the north east of England 
is due a consignment of reindeer 
for their annual parade and on 
top of all that, the drivers must hit 
the right note for the company’s 
charity Yuletide single; 5 News 
Update (T) 

8.00 Eddie Stobart: Trucks, 
Trailers and Tinsel As fierce 
blizzards grind much of the UK to 
a halt, the Eddie Stobart drivers 
struggle to transport 500,000 
Christmas trees to garden 
centres in time for the start of the 
yuletide season. Meanwhile, a 
trucker in Wales risks being 
hijacked to deliver children’s 
toys to a major retailer, and the 
chilled foods team takes on the 
massive challenge of shipping 
six million turkeys to the nation’s 
butchers; 5 News at 9 (T) 

9.00 Eddie Stobart’s Christmas 
Delivery Festive edition of the 
documentary series, in which the 
company’s truckers face one of 
their busiest times of the year. 
Battling harsh winter conditions, 
they set out to ensure shops 
around the country receive their 
supply of Christmas trees, salt is 
delivered to councils and super¬ 
market shelves are stocked with 
plenty of products. 

10.00 Greatest Christmas TV 
Moments Countdown of 50 
festive crackers past and 
present, including classic soap 
moments, dramatic endings, 
sitcom specials, comedy 
sketches and light entertainment 
highlights that have made the 
television set the focus of the 
holiday season for decades. 
Expect to see the likes of More- 
cambe and Wise, EastEnders 
and Doctor Who. 


12.50 SuperCasino Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel spins 
and lively chat from the presenting team. 
4.00 House Doctor A country cottage in 
Worcestershire. (T) (R) 4.25 HouseBusters 
Life-enhancing changes to a home. (T) (R) 

4.50 Great Artists The life and work of 
Pieter Bruegel the Elder. (T) (R) 5.10 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge Michaela 
Strachan travels to South Africa where she 
encounters a whale 500 times her size, and 
Ellie Harrison tries to photograph the 
inside of a hippopotamus’s mouth. (T) (R) 
5.35 Michaela’s Wild Challenge Ellie Har¬ 
rison designs a bug detector. (T) (R) 
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Many more ranges and styles available 
with up to 75°/o Discount 



Table 
G Chairs 
Solid Wood 
Was £999 
Sale Price 


if 


Picture for illustration purposes only 
25 more tables on display with up to 
70°/a Discount 


Full Italian 
Leather Suite 
fully reclined 
Was £1999 
Sale Price 

£1299 

Picture for illustration purposes only 


Visit our friendly team at 
Bellissimo Furniture, 

370 Bilston Road, WV2 SNN 
www.bfe-showroomo.co.uk 
Email: info@bfe-showroom.co.uk 

Call 01902 409700 



The Flower Box 

3 


oceamm 



0 Christmas 
Wreaths from £5 

Christmas Orders 
Now Being Taken 

Customer Parking Available 

271 Bristnall Hall Road, Oldbury 
West Midlands B68 9NF 
Tel: 0121544 5352 
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www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Are you 
getting 
the money 
you’re 
entitled 
to? 

We may be able 
to help you get 
more money 
if things 
are tight 



Wednesday 
Advice Sessions 


0121 

500 I860 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 

Sandwell 

^ageuK 

Registered charity number 1080517. IDBBOS059 03/12 




BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV1 


BOXING DAY 


Channel 4 ■ Channel 5 



Mia Wasikowska stars in 
Alice in Wonderland, 
7.20pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and business 
news. (C) 1 9.00 TBA 10.35 FILM: Film TBA 
12.10 Nigel Slater’s Simple Suppers 

Everyday cooking advice with the food 
writer. (C) (R) 12.40 BBC News (C) 12.55 
Regional News; Weather. (C) 1.00 
Wallace & Gromit: A Grand Day Out The 
duo embark on their first adventure, taking 
a trip to the moon when their cheese sup¬ 
plies run out. Bafta-winning animation, 
with the voice of Peter Sallis. (C) (R) 1.25 
FILM: Bolt (2008) The canine star of a TV 
show, who believes his on-screen adven¬ 
tures are real, tries to find his way home. 
Animated adventure, with the voices of 
John Travolta and Miley Cyrus. (C) 2.50 
FILM: Enchanted (2007) A fairy-tale 
princess is magically transported from her 
cartoon world to modern-day New York. 
Part-animated fantasy comedy, starring 
Amy Adams, James Marsden and Susan 
Sarandon. (C) 4.30 FILM: How to Train 
Your Dragon (2010) Premiere. A Viking 
boy longs to become a dragon slayer, but 
ends up befriending one of the giant flying 
lizards. Animated comedy, with the voices 
of Jay Baruchel and Gerard Butler. (C) 



Sienna Miller is The Girl, 
based on the Tippi 
Hedren story 

7.00 CBeebies 9.00 The Great Rift: 
Africa’s Wild Heart Exploring Africa’s 
Great Rift Valley, which stretches for 3,000 
miles from the Red Sea to the mouth of the 
Zambezi river and contains the world’s 
widest array of wildlife. (C) (R) 10.00 Atten¬ 
borough: 60 Years in the Wild David 
Attenborough looks back over his film- 
making career. (C) (R) 11.00 Darcey 
Bussell Dances Hollywood The former 
Royal Ballet star celebrates classic dance 
musicals. (C) (R) 12.30 John Wilson on 
Broadway Uncut Extended version of the 
BBC Proms performance of Broadway 
classics. (C) 2.40 FILM: An American in 
Paris (1951) A struggling American painter 
living in Paris is torn between two women 
— his wealthy patroness and an engaged 
Frenchwoman. Oscar-winning musical, 
with Gene Kelly and Leslie Caron. (C) 4.30 
Final Score A round-up of this afternoon’s 
results from the Premier League, Football 
League and Scotland. (C) 5.30 FILM: Miss 
Potter (2006) Victorian writer and illustra¬ 
tor Beatrix Potter falls in love while trying to 
find a publisher for her work. Biographical 
period drama, starring Renee Zellweger 
and Ewan McGregor. (C) 



That Dog Can Dance ... 
Ashley and Pudsey 
in action 

5.30 I TV Morning News (T) 6.00 CITV (T) 
9.25 FILM: The Railway Children (1970) 

Three Edwardian children are forced to move 
from London to rural Yorkshire after their 
father is wrongfully imprisoned. Period family 
drama, with Jenny Agutter and Bernard Crib- 
bins. (T) 11.25 Dinner Date Matchmaking 
show in which contestants choose three 
blind dates based entirely on menus created 
by five potential partners. (T) 12.20 ITV News 
and Weather (T) 12.30 FILM: Land of the 
Lost (2009) An eccentric scientist and his 
two friends are transported into another 
dimension inhabited by dinosaurs. Comedy 
adventure, starring Will Ferrell, Anna Friel and 
Danny McBride. (T) 1.55 Local News and 
Weather (T) 2.25 The Spice Girls Story: Viva 
Forever! (T) (R) 3.55 FI LM: Toy Story 2 (1999) 
Cowboy doll Woody is stolen by an 
unscrupulous toy collector, who knows he is 
worth a fortune as a collectible, prompting 
fearless Space Ranger Buzz Lightyearto lead 
a daring across-town mission to rescue him. 
However, Woody is tempted to spend his life 
languishing in the safety of a museum rather 
than face the prospect of his owner growing 
up. Animated sequel, featuring the voices of 
Tom Hanks, Tim Allen, Joan Cusack and 
Kelsey Grammer. (T) 3.59 Local Weather (T) 

5.45 ITV News and Weather (T) 


l 


LU 

James Howson stars 
in the classic 
Wuthering Heights 

6.10 The Hoobs Groove goes to a fancy- 
dress party. (T) (R) 6.35 The Hoobs Groove 
feels down in the dumps. (T) (R) 7.00 Will & 
Grace Jack is nominated for an award. (T) 
(R) 7.30 According to Jim Dana is fixed up 
with a date. (T) (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond Part two of two. Robert falls in 
love. (T) (R) 8.30 The Morning Line Racing 
preview. (T) 9.30 The Big Bang Theory 
Howard tells his mother he is engaged to 
Bernadette. (T) (R) 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory Bernadette receives her PhD. (T) 
(R) 10.30 The Simpsons Moe becomes a 
successful poet with Lisa’s help, and wins 
acclaim from a group of highbrow authors 
- but disappoints her by claiming all the 
credit for himself. (T) (R) 11.00 The Simp¬ 
sons Homer is fired from the power plant 
and secures a job as an ice-cream man, 
but gets so wrapped up in his new career 
that he puts his marriage in jeopardy. (T) (R) 

11.30 FILM: Horton Hears a Who! (2008) 
Animated comedy, featuring the voice of 
Jim Carrey. (T) HHH 1.15 Channel 4 
Racing (T) 3.30 Deal or No Deal’s Big 
Christmas Dinner Noel Edmonds hosts a 
seasonal edition of the game show. (T) 4.30 
FILM: Edward Scissorhands (1990) Tim 
Burton’s fantasy, starring Johnny Depp. (T) 



Dynamo features in TV’s 
50 Greatest 
Magic Tricks 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.45 TBA 9.50 Dallas 

JR schemes to cut John Ross out of the 
Southfork deal by undermining one of his 
allies, while a blackmail threat leaves 
Rebecca facing a dilemma. (T) (R) 10.45 
Once Upon a Time Emma’s hopes of 
becoming sheriff are dashed when 
Mayor Regina appoints Sidney Glass, 
but then she receives an unexpected 
offer of help from Mr Gold. (T) (R) 11.40 
FILM: The Greatest Story Ever Told 
(1965) The story of the life of Jesus, from 
His birth to eventual betrayal by disciple 
Judas Iscariot and His death by crucifix¬ 
ion. Biblical drama, with Max von Sydow 
and David McCallum. 4.10 FILM: Will 
You Merry Me? (2008) Premiere. A 
Christian man and his Jewish fiancee 
face a tense joint Christmas and 
Hanukkah when their families meet for 
the first time. Comedy, with Tommy 
Lioutas and Vikki Krinsky. (T) 


6.00 


7.00 

7.15 

7.20 


Mr Stink Family comedy based 
on the children’s novel by David 
Walliams. Twelve-year-old Chloe 
has a lonely existence - her 
mother is too busy with her polit¬ 
ical ambitions to take any inter¬ 
est in her daughter, her 
hen-pecked dad is hiding a 
secret of his own and she cannot 
hope to compete with her 
‘perfect’ younger sister - to say 
nothing of the nasty girls who 
make her school life a misery. So 
when she meets a tramp in need 
of somewhere to stay, she invites 
him to hide out in her family’s 
garden shed - but it soon turns 
out there is more to her smelly 
guest than meets the eye. 
Downton Abbey’s Hugh Bon¬ 
neville stars, with Sheridan 
Smith, Johnny Vegas and 
Isabella Blake-Thomas, with an 
appearance from Britain’s Got 
Talent winner Pudsey the dog. 
(C) 

BBC News; Weather. (C) 
Midlands Today; Weather. (C) 
Alice in Wonderland 
( 2010 ) Premiere. A 19-year- 
old Alice returns to the magical 
land, having forgotten her pre¬ 
vious adventures. She finds the 
tyrannical Red Queen has 
begun a reign of terror that can 
only be ended by slaying the 
monstrous Jabberwocky — a 
task she is seemingly destined 
to perform. Tim Burton’s 
fantasy adventure based on 
Lewis Carroll’s novels, starring 
Mia Wasikowska, Johnny 
Depp, Helena Bonham Carter 
and Anne Hathaway. (C) 


9.00 


9.30 


10.00 


10.30 

10.50 


11.00 


Derek’s death has 
left a dark cloud over the Bran- 
nings, with Max insisting they 
check their stories before the police 
arrive. The atmosphere is strained 
between Alfie and Roxy. (C) 
Miranda New series. The 
comedy series returns with a 
festive special that sees Penny 
threatening to cancel the joke- 
shop owner’s Christmas if she 
can’t manage to get her life in 
order. (C) 

Mrs Brown’s Boys Having 
cast herself in the role of the 
Virgin Mary Agnes vows to make 
her retelling of the Nativity at the 
community centre unforgettable. 
(C) 

BBC News; Weather. (C) 

The National Lottery 
Wednesday Night Draws 

More fortunes are made. (C) 

Match of the Day Including 
highlights of Manchester United 
v Newcastle United. (C) 


7.00 Are You Being Served? A 

classic British comedy still a hot 
today set in a department store. 
Young Mr Grace instructs every¬ 
one to wear fancy dress in the 
run-up to Christmas, turning the 
departments into fairy-tale 
grottos. Festive edition of the 
department store comedy from 
1975. With a top rate cast includ¬ 
ing Harold Bennett, John Inman, 
Wendy Richard, Frank Thornton 
and Mollie Sugden. (C) (R) 

7.30 Morecambe & Wise: Song 
& Dance Sketches More 
crazy clowning from the oh so 
talented Eric and Ernie One to 
set the recorder for. (C) (R) 

8.30 Blackpool: Big Night Out 
Drama and true life social stories 
from the party resort of the north 
west coast. (C) 

9.30 The Girl Toby Jones and 
Sienna Miller star in this one-off 
drama based on the story 
of director Alfred Hitchcock’s 
obsession with Tippi Hedren, 
leading lady of his 1963 thriller 
The Birds. The film-maker was 
at the height of his fame when he 
chose the Scandinavian fashion 
model to star in his latest thriller, 
sculpting her into the perfect 
blonde of his imagination. 
But before long, he became 
determined to win her love, a 
pursuit that would end in failure. 
Imelda Staunton and Penelope 
Wilton co-star. (C) 

11.00 Rebecca (1940) Romantic 
drama based on the novel by 
Daphne Du Maurier, with excel¬ 
lent performances by Laurence 
Olivier and Joan Fontaine. 
When a naive young woman 
marries a rich widower and 
settles into his gigantic 
mansion, she finds the memory 
of the first wife maintaining a 
grip on her husband and the 
servants and especially the sin¬ 
ister housekepper Directed by 
the legendary master of sus¬ 
pense, Alfred Hitchcock, this 
deservedly won two 
Oscars.(b/w) (C) 


6.00 

6.00 


7.00 

7.30 

8.00 


9.00 


10.00 

10.15 


10.30 


Central Tonight; followed by 
Weather. (T) 

All Star Family Fortunes 

Game show, hosted by Vernon 
Kay. Well-known faces team up 
with their relatives and try to 
guess the answers to surveys of 
100 people in a bid to reach the 
final round, in which they can win 
up to £30,000 for a charity of 
their choice. (T) 

Emmerdale Long-running 
soap set amid the rolling scenery 
of the Yorkshire Dales. (T) 
Coronation Street Weather- 
field’s families digest the fallout 
from another eventful Christmas 
Day. (T) 

That Dog Can Dance! Simon 
Cowell has always said he 
wanted a dancing dog act to win 
Britain’s Got Talent, and this year 
it happened, with Ashleigh Butler 
and her pooch Pudsey triumph¬ 
ing in the competition. Now, he’s 
bringing this one-off entertain¬ 
ment show to ITV1, in which five 
twinkle-toed contestants and 
their talented pets hope to 
impress Ashleigh and celebrity 
co-judges Sharon Osbourne and 
Bill Bailey. The hopefuls are bat¬ 
tling for the chance to perform at 
Crufts 2013. Christine Bleakley 
hosts. (T) 

Dale’s Great Getaway A 

fun-filled game show, hosted by 
Dale Winton, in which three fam¬ 
ilies compete in a series of 
bonkers challenges from around 
the globe for the chance to win 
three very different prizes (T) 

ITV News at Ten and 
Weather (T) 

The Holiday (2006) Two 

single women living on oppo¬ 
site sides of the Atlantic 
agree to exchange houses 
over the Christmas holidays. 

In their new surroundings, 
both women unexpectedly 
encounter prospective part¬ 
ners, but as the house swap 
draws to a close, difficult 
decisions have to be made 
about their blossoming rela¬ 
tionships. Romantic comedy, 
starring Cameron Diaz, Kate 
Winslet, Jack Black, Jude 
Law and Eli Wallach. (T) HH 
Local News and Weather 
0) 


6.30 Hollyoaks More from the 
Cheshire-based soap. Jacqui 
learns the full extent of Rhys’s 
infidelity, Darren and Nancy 
struggle with their parenting 
woes, and Paul Browning plots 
to get Mercedes back in favour 
with the McQueens. (T) 

7.00 Channel 4 News Including 
sport and weather. (T) 

7.05 4thought.tv Short films in 

which members of the public 
from all walks of spiritual life 
share their thoughts on religious 
and ethical issues, and reflect on 
events that have tested their 
beliefs. (T) 

7.10 Lord of the Rings: Two 

Towers Intro Setting up the 
night’s big movie, the cast and 
crew talk about Peter Jackson’s 
mammoth undertaking to adapt 
Tolkien’s famous works (T) 

7.15 The Lord of the Rings: The 
Two Towers (2002) Frodo 
and Sam continue their quest to 
destroy the all-powerful ring, 
bringing them face to face with 
the magical artefact’s twisted 
former owner Gollum. Mean¬ 
while, their allies prepare to 
make a desperate last stand 
against the vast armies of the 
corrupted wizard Saruman, who 
has declared war on a neigh¬ 
bouring kingdom. Part two of 
Peter Jackson’s fantasy adven¬ 
ture trilogy, starring Elijah Wood, 
Sean Astin, Viggo Mortensen, 
Ian McKellen, Billy Boyd, 
Dominic Monaghan, Andy 
Serkis and Christopher Lee. (T) 


10.45 Wuthering Heights (2011) 

Another remake of the Emily 
Bronte novel. Premiere. A York¬ 
shire hill farmer takes pity on a 
homeless boy, and brings him 
back to his remote estate on the 
moors. The new arrival and the 
farmer’s daughter develop an 
obsessive bond as they grow 
up, but he is ultimately cast out 
by her brother. He returns years 
later, seeking to be reunited with 
his lost love and to avenge 
himself on her family. An innova¬ 
tive 21st century take on the 
classic story, starring James 
Howson and Kaya Scodelario. 

m 


6.00 Rolf’s Animal Clinic Docu¬ 
mentary following the work of 
staff at the University of Liver¬ 
pool’s School of Veterinary 
Science’s campus at Leahurst in 
Cheshire. Presented by Rolf 
Harris. 

7.00 Eddie Stobart: Trucks, 
Trailers and Tinsel As fierce 
blizzards grind much of the UKto 
a halt, the Eddie Stobart drivers 
struggle to transport 500,000 
Christmas trees to garden 
centres in time for the start of the 
yuletide season. Meanwhile, a 
trucker in Wales risks being 
hijacked to deliver children’s 
toys to a major retailer, and the 
chilled foods team takes on the 
massive challenge of shipping 
six million turkeys to the nation’s 
butchers; (R) 5 News Update (T) 
8.00 World’s Biggest Pets Docu¬ 
mentary about large animals 
romping through homes and 
neighbourhoods, including the 
world’s tallest dog Giant George 
- who is the height of two 
average golden retrievers and 
weighs as much as 35 Yorkshire 
terriers. A man from Texas has 
devoted his life to his pet bison, 
which is the same size as a small 
family car, and a reptile fanatic 
from Newcastle shows off her 
Burmese python, which is 
capable of swallowing a human 
whole; 5 News at 9 (T) 

9.00 TV’s 50 Greatest Magic 
Tricks TV illusionists have been 
sawing ladies in half, catching 
bullets between their teeth, 
reading minds and performing 
feats of escapology for decades. 
Channel 5 counts down the best, 
including the astonishing set- 
pieces of Penn and Teller, the 
mind-bending of Derren Brown 
and the street magic of David 
Blaine, ft features spectacular 
illusions, such as making the 
Statue of Liberty disappear, inti¬ 
mate card tricks and the lighter 
side of the business, thanks to 
the inclusion of comedy great 
Tommy Cooper. Paul Daniels 
and new kid on the block 
Dynamo also appear in this 
magic compendium, with contri¬ 
butions from Joe Pasquale, Dick 
and Dorn, and Stephen Mulhern. 

(R) 

11.50 To be confirmed 


12.30 FILM: Point Break (1991) Thriller, 
with Keanu Reeves and Patrick Swayze. 
(C) HHH 2.30 Weatherview (C) 2.35 BBC 
News 2.35 Asia Business Report. News 
from the markets. 2.45 Sport Today. News 
and results from around the world. 3.00 
BBC News. 3.30 Asia Business Report. 
News from the markets. 3.45 Sport Today. 
News and results from around the world. 
4.00 BBC News. 4.30 HARDtalk. Stephen 
Sackur talks to people making the head¬ 
lines. 5.00 BBC News. 5.30 World Busi¬ 
ness Report. The latest business news, 
with informed analysis. 5.45 BBC News. 
(C) 


1.05 Paul Merton Looks at Alfred Hitch¬ 
cock The comedian analyses Hitchcock’s 
classic British films, examining how these 
moody features — including The Lodger 
and Blackmail - provided the foundations 
for his rise to prominence as Hollywood’s 
‘master of suspense’. Featuring rare 
archive footage of the film-maker and 
interviews with those who worked with 
him. (C) (R) 2.05 TBA 3.35 Close 


12.45 Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 

Chris Tarrant invites another line-up of 
contestants to answer questions that 
could change their lives — with lifelines 
Ask the Audience, Phone a Friend and SO¬ 
SO available to them if they get stuck. (T) (R) 

1.45 FILM: Every Which Way But Loose 
(1978) Action comedy, starring Clint East- 
wood. (T) HHH 3.50 ITV Nightscreen Text- 
based information service. 


12.45 Alan Carr: Chatty Man Christmas 
Special With McFly, JLS, David Walliams 
and Hilary Devey. (T) (R) 1.45 FILM: Air¬ 
plane II: The Sequel (1982) Disaster 
movie spoof sequel, with Robert Hays. (T) 
H H 3.25 The Good Wife The team defends 
a girl accused of murder at summer camp 
five years previously, after the discovery 
that DNA evidence was mishandled by the 
crime lab. Matthew Perry guest stars. (T) 
4.00 90210 Adrianna takes Dixon to hospi¬ 
tal after he collapses. (T) 4.40 Extreme 
Sailing Series Action from the interna¬ 
tional series. (T) 5.10 Deal or No Deal 
Another contestant hopes to win big 
money by guessing the value of numbered 
boxes — while the mysterious banker tries 
to make a deal. Noel Edmonds presents. 
(T) (R) 


12.50 SuperCasino Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel spins 
and lively chat from the presenting team. 
4.00 House Doctor Kitchens and dining 
rooms. (T) (R) 4.25 HouseBusters Life- 
enhancing changes to a home. (T) (R) 4.50 
Great Artists The life of El Greco, one of 
the most distinctive painters of the 16th 
century, whose work paved the way for the 
baroque and provided the inspiration for 
20th-century expressionism. (T) (R) 5.10 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge Ellie Harrison 
tries to out-climb an antelope. (T) (R) 5.35 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge Michaela 
Strachan tries to find out the age of an ele¬ 
phant. (T) (R) 
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IV Home of Property 

House buying? It's 
time to ring a friend 


FIRST-TIME buyers struggling 
for large deposits or finance 
from reluctant banks could 
consider buying with family or 
friends as a potential solution 
to help spread costs of buying 
and maintaining a home. 

But with a house likely to be the 
biggest buy of a lifetime, it is important 
for anyone considering a joint owner¬ 
ship arrangement to get it right from 
the start, according to the National 
Association of Estate Agents (NAEA). 

Wendy Evans-Scott, President of the 
NAEA, said: “Despite a slight increase 
in the provision of mortgage finance, 
many first time buyers are still strug¬ 
gling to get on the housing ladder. 

Vital 

“Splitting the cost of a substantial 
deposit, maintenance and mortgage 
repayments could make owning a home 
a more realistic aim for many would-be 
first time buyers. 

“I would, however, advise anyone 
looking to enter into joint ownership 
that a transparent relationship between 
all parties is imperative if the process is 
to go smoothly. That is a vital step 
whether you are buying with family, 
friends or another third party.” 

To aid buyers, NAEA recommends: 

Consider your 

mortgage options 

There are mortgages that exist specif¬ 
ically for this type of purchase, so shop 
around for the best deal. 

Remember that, with a combined 
income, it may be possible to attain a 
mortgage of higher value, giving you 
greater choice of properties 

Think about the worst 

case scenario 

One benefits of buying with friends 
or family should be a high level of trust, 
but that shouldn’t be to the detriment 
of legalities. Consult lawyers about a 



$ 
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Joining forces is ideal but 
there is a lot to consider 


legally binding co-ownership contract 
and agree in advance what will 
happen if one owner’s circumstances 
change 

Keep paperwork in order 

Remember, this is a business trans¬ 
action, and any paperwork relating to 
the property or mortgage must be in 
names of the co-buyers. Ensure copies 
are made of all documents associated 
with the purchase to allow them to be 
readily accessible to both parties 

Don’t forget who owns the TV 

Drawing up a comprehensive inven¬ 
tory of non-shared items or other 


costs, and keeping a note of who pays 
for things such as paint, at the start of 
the shared ownership can reduce con¬ 
fusion months or years down the line. 

It should also help if one party 
decides to move. 

Set a realistic timeframe 
If you are buying with a friend it is 
likely that the relationship is, ulti¬ 
mately, temporary. 

For this reason, co-ownership 
should always be treated as an invest¬ 
ment decision and buying a house 
with a good potential resale value 
makes sound business sense. 
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Forthcoming Auction 

Tuesday 19th February 2013 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 
by Auction? 

Call for your ~ 

No Obligation Appraisal 

Considering Buying ■ i 

by Auction? 

Call for your 
Catalogue 

Auctioneers of Residential * # 

and Commercial Property, 

Land and Development 
Opportunities 

Tel: 0121 247 2233*~ 

or email: auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


Cottons 


Cottons, The Property Special 
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Let Through One Of Sandwell’s Oldest Letting Agent! 


Modem 1 
bedroom 
apartment, ch and 
dg, wood flooring, 
bathroom with 
shower, available 
unfurnished, 
designated 
parking space. 


spacious 2 
bedroom 
maisonnete, large 
reception room, 
central heated 
and double 
glazed, available 
furnished. 


Modem ground 
floor apartment 
situated near 
sandwell hospital 
off Grafton road, 
spacious open plan 
kitchen and lounge, 
1 bedroom, fitted 
bathroom, secure 
allocated parking. 


3 bedroom semi¬ 
detached 

property, spacious 
lounge, first floor 
bathroom, central 
heated and double 
glazed. Available, 
off road parking 


OLDBURY 

BLOXCIDGE ROAD 



3 bedroom 
spacious property, 
lounge, dining 
room, central 
heated and double 
glazed, first floor 
bathroom. 
Unfurnished. Off 
road parking 


DUDLEY 


SOUTHGATE WAY 



Modem 2 bedroom 
aprtment, open plan 
kitchen, fitted 
bathroom, economy 
heating and double 
glazed through out. 
designated parking. 

Available 
unfurnished. Must 
be viewed 


HANDSWORTH 


GRASMERE ROAD 



3 bedroom fully 
refurbished 
property, very 
spacious. Through 
lounge, spacious 
kitchen, upstairs 
bathroom and 
ground floor W.C. 
Unfurnished. 


WEST BROMWICH 


HAYWOODS FARM 



2 bedroom 
modem sem- 
detached 
property, ch and 
dg, spacious 
lounge first floor 
bathroom, 
unfurnished. Off 
road parking 


WEST BROMWICH 


HALLAM STREET 



2 bedroom property, 
spacious reception 
room, kitchen and 
dining space ch and 
dg, first floor 
bathroom, available 
fully furnished, near 
sandwell hospital 
DHSS WELCOME 


WILLENHALL 

NOTTINGHAM DRIVE 

Selection of 2 and 3 
bedroom flats, with 
large rection rooms 
and bedrooms, 
central heated and 
double glazed, 
unfurnished, off 
road parking. 
AVAILABLE TO 
DHSS 

From &100 pw 



WEST BROMWICH 

LIVINGSTONE ROAD 

Semi-detached 
modem property, 
spacious lounge, 
reception room, first 
floor bathroom with 
over head shower, 
central heated and 
double glazed, 
private drive and 



COMMERCIAL 

LODGE RD W.BROMWICH 

Commercial 
premises to let, 
can be used as 
beauty, hair or 
nails shop or office 
space, comes with 
spacious one 
bedroom self 
contained flat. 
SJ.50 per week 



WEDNESBURY 

BRUNSWICK PARK ROAD 



WEST BROMWICH 

JEFFERSON PLACE 


□ 


1 bed ground floor, 
modem aprtment, 
spacious lounge 
fitted kitchen and 
bathroom, storage 
heating, double 
glazed, allocated 
secure parking, 
available furnished 


WEST BROMWICH 


WOOD LANE 



3 bedroom 
spacious property, 
newly refurbished, 
central heated and 
double glazed. 
New kitchen and 
bathroom. Off 
road parking 


WEST BROMWICH 


PRINCES GATE 



Ground floor 2 
bedroom modem 
apartment, main bed 
with ensuite. spacious 
lounge, fitted 
bathroom, economy 
heating, double glazed 
windows with 
secondly glazing, 
designated parking. 
Available unfurnished. 


Many more properties available 
please contact the office for details. 

Landlords: 

We understand the current 
climate and know how every 
penny counts! 

WE DO NOT CHARGE ANY SET UP FEE'S 
YOUR RENT COVERED IF YOUR 
TENANT DEFAULTS* 
SOLICITOR COST'S IF YOU NEED IF 
COURT COST COVERED IF REQUIRED* 
FREE UNLIMITED ADVERTISING 
FREE INVENTORY 
FREE RENT GUARANTEE 
& MUCH MORE 

"terms & conditions 



Y Bull Street, West Bromwich, B70 ©EU 
Tel: (0121) ©32 2700 email: enquiry.support@apexproperties.co.uk 
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The handsome Mazda CX-5 Crossover CUV offers comfort, space and economy 



01384 412066 


Proofs Required: Driving Licence, Proof of address. 
Deposit may vary. A Guarantor may be required. 

All cars come with 12 months MOT 

AT HALESOWEN ROAD, NETHERTON DY2 9NT 
(OPPOSITE LIDL AND 200 YDS FROM ALDI) 
www.audenshaws.co.uk 

REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE 

Total Cash Price £4999, Adv £499, Amount of Loan £4500, Interest £2700, Doc Fee £195, Total Charge For Credit £2895. Repay 1 x £195 then 48 months x £150. 
Total Amount Payable £7894. Balance To Pay £7395. Interest PA 26.59%. Representative APR 30.1% 


Mazda heralding the 
Crossover's technology 


With the arrival of the Mazda 
CX-5 Crossover SUV type of 
vehicle, Mazda as a company 
are heralding and proclaiming 
the SKY ACTIVE Technology 
System. 

They are pushing this in three key 
areas of their product range. 

The SKY ACTIVE Technology features 
advanced engines, highly efficient trans¬ 
missions and sophisticated lightweight 
body and chassis technology aspects. 

These three items create the rationale behind 
SKY ACTIVE. 

Mazda is firmly committed to the internal com¬ 
bustion engine for their future - unlike some 
manufacturers who are pushing hybrid electrics. 

The all-new model introduces fuel saving tech¬ 
nology and new design features. 

There is a choice of two engines, al65 bhp 
petrol which was in my test vehicle, and a 150 or 
175 bhp diesel engine. 

Choice 

In addition, there is a choice between two- 
wheel drive or all-wheel drive. 

As you would expect in this current day and 
age, the CO emissions have been reduced dramat¬ 
ically to a mere 119 kgms, with fuel economy 
figures improved. 

Drivers will have the choice of 6-speed manual 
or an automatic option and good levels of specifi¬ 
cation are incorporated. 

The vehicle is a large people carrier with poten¬ 
tial pseudo off-road facilities. 

It certainly has bold, contemporary styling and 
I think it makes a presence where it is parked or 
when it is driven. 

The 2-litre petrol engine is a frugal consumer 
of fuel. 

A week’s motoring which did incorporate a lot 
of motorway but also a tremendous percentage of 



All the dashboard instruments are clear with 
handy steering wheel controls 


town driving rewarded me with a figure of 51 mpg 
which I think for the size of the vehicle is excel¬ 
lent. 

The driving dynamics showed the vehicle to 
have excellent manners and it proved a delightful 
companion. 

The handling of the vehicle was comfortable 
and reassuring, it didn’t rock and roll in any areas 
and motorway driving really was a delightful 
experience. 

Whether you would want to go the extra mile 
with the all wheel drive facility is another matter. 

This type of vehicle is a people carrier with the 
potential of off-road facility. 

Potential 

I say potential, because people may venture 
into a field at a car boot sale but 4-wheel drive is 
always an attractive option. 

It is not just if snow is thick on the ground, but 
also when the weather is abysmal, or the constant 
rain makes the road treacherous. 

It does give a reassuring aspect. 

The higher driving position and the ample 
amount of leg, head and shoulder room is always 
a pleasant feature. 


I liked the dashboard, especially the fact that 
all the instrumentation was clear and easy to 
understand. 

Mazda have adopted a push button for starting 
the vehicle, and the controls on the steering 
wheel were quite useful. 

The seats proved to be very comfortable and 
supportive and even a lengthy motorway journey 
which incorporated a one hour crawl at virtual no 
miles per hour due to an incident gave no aches, 
pains or absolute dismay at being ensconced in 
the vehicle for any great length of time. 

The amount of boot space is excellent. 

For an extended holiday break it swallowed up 
the suitcases and two quite large golf bags and 
various other stuffer bags. 

It was all contained securely in the rear boot 
section underneath the canopy with nothing left 
for the eyes of any miscreants or wayward person 
who fancied having a go. 

The CX-5 incorporates Mazda’s clever 
Karakuri seat folding mechanism which allows 
you to release the split folding seats by a handle 
in the boot or a button on the seat itself. 

The seats then drop automatically leaving you 
with a virtually flat floor space. 

Economical 

My particular 2-litre petrol engine derivative 
was 1998 cc which gave excellent performance for 
the size of the vehicle. 

It is considerably more economical than the 
engine it replaces. 

Mazda are claiming a combined fuel figure of 
47.1 mpg, but I actually beat that so I was very 
impressed. 

The market place that Mazda have entered is a 
competitive and a tough one. 

Nissan Qashqai is the immediate opposition 
that springs to mind and in addition the Volkswa¬ 
gen Tiguan and of course Ford’s Kuga. 

I have no doubt that Mazda will comfortably 
achieve their 4,000 sales targets for this vehicle in 
a full year. 

There is an 18 model range on sale now with 
prices starting from £21,395. 
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Stourbridge Meter House 

T Wall Garages 

Trimils Road, Dudley 

Dud lay Road, Halasowan 

High St tea t. AmMacota 

High St re at. Pansnatt 

01384 454100 

0121 402 2914 

01384 447 970 

01384 672909 

0iidtaymoloiao.6O.uk 

halasov/annt otorhouea.co.uk 
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classified 


There's nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 


onun eXfree adverts ) 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items up to £250 

Vv^www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

1 ’ Simply press the free ad icon 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. Private advertisers only. 


By telephone, post 
or in person at your 
local branch, u m 

B b M 

Items up to £250 

£3.00 per entry 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


£10 for 3 nights! 

Items up to £1,000. 
plus 



(3 lines maximum) 



Place your ad 

By phone 01902 317878 
8.30am - 6pm Monday - Friday , 

Times may vary over Christmas * 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

In person 

at your local Express & Star Office 
Cancel/amend, call before 4.00pm Monday - 
Friday for the next day's advertisement or also 
before 4pm Friday for Monday's advertisement 


Monumental 

Masons 


HEADSTONES, MEMORIALS, 

Inscriptions, Plaques, Renova¬ 
tions. Buy direct from our factory 
shop. Call Hopcrafts 01902 
420452 or 0121 556 0494. 
www.hopcraftmemorials.co.uk 


Funeral Directors 



Thomas Ely 
& Son 

Funeral Directors 
Established 1884 

01902 605091 

Ely House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 

01902 731491 

2 Lichfield Road 
Wednesfield 


W.EJones 

Monumental 

Masons 

01902 606213 

Granite House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 
(Rear of Thomas Ely) 
www.wejonesmemorials.co.uk 



I George Webb & Son I 
| FUNERAL DIRECTORS | 

A Comprehensive 
24 Hour Personal Service 
17-19, St. Michael Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 7AB. 0121553 0298 
www. geor ge webb. co.uk 


J Hart bind & Soil 


(XAFCrOftS 

Altai # *1 ItUIMi tStrfcu* 
UHtiritnkt 



Est. 1907 

WEST BROMWICH 

A Family Run 
Business, 

With Four Generations 
of Personal Service 
Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-payment plans 
& Monumental Masons 
Telephone day and 
night. 


0121 553 0442 


44 All Saints Way, West Bromwich 




IwndMi tr. 


BJo.xivich mJ Htof Bromwich 

c«ii 07792 298789 

The co-operative funeralcare 

Locally owned by The Midcounties Co-operative 

Serving the community with care and compassion. 

• We offer a complete 24 hour, 365 days a year service 

• We will support you and the family before, during and after the funeral 

• For information on pre-paid plans, call 0800 454 9400 or 
contact your local funeral home 

27 Market Place 

Wednesbury 
Tel: 0121 556 6998 

wednesbury.funeral@midcounties.coop 

Visit www.co-opmemorials.co.uk for more 
details about masonry requirements 
For more information regarding co-operative 
funeralcare visit www.coopfunerals.co.uk 



The cooperative 

funeralcare 
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personal 


L«‘*K 

www.visualscom.co.uk. 
Raju Sinha on Google. 
The Royal Photographic 
Society. 


market 

place 


aerials 


44 


DIGITAL 
AERIALS 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

C1SS 

^SAMElDArtSERVICEi 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


L.K.B Aerials 

OAR Discount • Free Quotes 
2 Year Guarantee 


{SYscounF 

10% Vonohe i 


8 till Late - 7 days a week 
www.digitalaerialfitter.co.uk | 

All Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted 
01384 918671-07572 838893 


bikes 


BOYS RALEIGH BIKE 

Raleigh Max mountain bike, 
ex cond, aged 8+ 

£45 

07880 646517. 


carpets & 
furnishings 


Over 1000 Roll ends in stock 
Wool twist from 
£4.99 sq mtr 
Modern loop from 
£3.99 sq mtr 
Contract carpet from 
£2.99 sq mtr 
Cushion flooring from 
£4.99 sq mtr 
FREE DELIVERY 
FREE ESTIMATES 
EXPERT FITTING ARRANGED 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

0121 3660640 



education & tuition 

SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 

Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 

Primary, 11 + , SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


elderly & disabled 


A BARGAIN Straight stairlifts 
from £695 inc Warranty. Free 
survey. Freephone 0800 7318842 
CAPITOL MOBILITY - BILSTON 
Scooters, stairlifts, wheelchairs, 
quality sales service and repairs. 
Call: 01902 409929. 

CAPITOL MOBILITY - BILSTON 
Scooters, powerchairs, stairlifts, 
riser chairs, all mobility sales. 
Call: 01902 409929. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 
01902 569216/07831 246292 


RENAULT KANGOO 

1.2 Expression. Wheelchair 
accessible conversion by Lewis 
Reed. Only 22000 miles. MOT 
May. Tax March. Elec¬ 
tric windows/mirrors. 
£3,750 ono. 

01952 812260 


health & beauty 


UISIKI 


Get that golden glow and tone up for Christmas. 
Vertical, lie downs and spray tanning. Free trial 
session on Flabulous machine. 

6 FREE MINUTES FOR FIRST 50 NEW CUSTOMERS 

98 Walsall Street, Wednesbury, WS1 □ 9BY 

onan sos 2273 

household appliances 


DOMESTIC APPLIANCES LTD 


New Graded & Re-Furbished Applia^^^ 
Sales & Repairs 
Local Delivery Available^ 


24-26 Church Street 
Bilston, Near Wolverhampton 
WV14 0AH 

Tel/Fax: 01902 403770 



furniture 


G-PLAN CREAM SUITE 2 electric 
recliners plus 2 seater sofa £400 
07976 599631 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE cash price paid for 
house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641 


items for sale 

CHRISTMAS TREES non shed 
£20. Opposite Holly Bush Garden 
Centre exit, with free mistletoe. 

items wanted 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft • Old coins • Watches 
Jewellery • Old toys • Clocks 
Paintings • All silver items 
Pre ‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
01922 495066 OR 
07971 783206 


New stores opening 
in your area 
e website for del 


WANTED 

Large antique/Victorian cylin¬ 
der type music box for my 
Granddaughter’s Christmas 
present. Very good price 
paid for excellent instrument 
01785 713862. 

music shop 


FENDER SQUIER Japan Jagmas- 
ter, 1996, sunburst, immaculate. 
£275 ono. 07812 909228. 
INTERESTED IN JAMMING 
Once a week, Half decent 
drummer and guitarist needed. 
07949 069307. Walsall. 


MARSHALL JVM 410 
COMBO 

4 channel, 12 modes, 100 watt, 
few months old, as new, 
£895. 

Gibson Les Paul 58, re-issue 
VOS, custom shop, few 
months old, as new, 
£2,395. 

07966 659958. 


SINGER 

REQUIRED 

well known class rock band, 
male/female, gigs booked 
from January. 

Contact 
07775 301000 


SONY mini music system, as new, 
unwanted gift, £65. 

07949 333627. Walsall. 
YAMAHA CLAVINOVA 69A. Very 
good. £500. 

Telephone: 0121 505 7877. 

pc's, laptops & 
accessories 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain 
laptops and PCs. In West 
Midlands. Virus removal, 
broken screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops from 
£160 & PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 


removals 


J 


A AND M CHEAP Removals local, 
careful firm, full / part loads. Don 
- 0800 587 0377 / 07749 941319. 

A MAN WITH A VANSingle items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve. 
0121 422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items 
large or small. Call: 01902 741546 
/ 07917 679360 / 01384 486126. 

/ 

skip hire 


60LDSHILL SKIPS 

Skip Hire Transfer Station 

Wants your Waste! Stop the risk of flytipping. 
Open to the public. Any size vehicle. 

Any Quantity. For Best Prices 
Please call: 0121 557 3346 

MW? 


(Coseley) 

Cheap and 
reliable service 

07867 754204 or 
07886 721875 


RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

A absolute affordable skip 
Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. Screened 
soil and crushed hardcore for 
sale. All skips for weekend must 
be booked by Friday 0121 555 
6060. 



specialists at your 
service 


alarms/security 

PREMIER ALARMS supplied & 
fitted £185. All quotes beaten, 
servicing/repairs 0121 601 9791. 

building services 

HARPER SMALL WORKS 

Architectural Services by 
Qualified Architect 
Loft conversions, Extentions, 
Domestic/commercial/new builds 

www.harpersmallworks.co.uk 
Call 07581 265484 


carpentry & joinery 


carpet & upholstery cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 07870 341089 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


carpet fitters 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied 
or just fitted, quality samples 
brought to your home, no job too 
small, free quotes call Mark 
01543 820598/07941 619694. 


double glazing repairs 


rsBTTHe 

\Fg60UI!\ 

Condensation removal 
from failed double 
glazing at least 
50% cheaper than 
replacements. 

101902 H88915 1 


guttering 

THE GUTTER MAN. All Fascia, 
Soffit Cleaning, Pressure Wash¬ 
ing drives.Call Sean 07969117656 

handyman services 

WRILWIi HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job to big or to small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


hardware stores 

BILSTON DIY HARDWARE29 

Broad Street Bilston, WV14 0BU. 
Great offers every week. 01902 
404019/Bilstondiy@yahoo.co.uk 

kitchens & bathrooms 


polished 


MARBLE& 

granite 


All cut to size and polished. 

Supplied and fitted. 
Kitchens, Vanity Tops and 
Fireplaces. 

Gas fires and stoves 
at low prices 

The Marble Granite 
& Stove Centre 

Great Brickkiln Street, 
Wolverhampton. 

01902 713606 
0121 556 0494 

www.marbleandgranite 

-emporium.co.uk 


plans prepared 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

plastering 


» Kitchen and Fitted Wardrobe 
Specialist 

» Doors and Flooring 
» Windows and Staircases 
9 Domestic and Commercial 
Refurbishments 

www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 531 0264 / 
07903 234 137 


RODAN PLASTERING 

Skimming, Dry Lining 
& Partitions, Rendering 
15 yrs of experience, 

Free quotes 
Call 07838 214 905 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 



CW Joinery 

Monmnjmmnrwfs 
























































































































Page 36 SANDWELL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20 2012 

classified 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

There’s nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 


roofing 


Mh ROOFING 

A BACKED BARGAIN flat, main, 
chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

Call AD Roofing on a 

01902 752161 / 07538118034 24 hr 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, faseias and gutters. 
Call 01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING 25% off all 
New Roofs, Repairs and Faseias. 
01384 353600 or 07875 387445. 

wrought iron 

ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs/fitting plus 
Block paving 01902 606979 24 hrs. 

tv/home 

entertainments 

PANASONIC PLASMA TV, 37ins, 
with Panasonic stand. Cannock. 
£120. 07790 790137. 

service 


AERIAL/TV SPECIALISTS 

TV Plasma / LCD repairs 
Digital aerial installation 
Wall mount / set ups / etc 
Plasma, LCD TV’s from £99 
Any area, 7 days 

07850 330251 


function rooms 


FREE FUNCTION ROOM to hire 
at ‘Pulse’ in Wednesbury. For 
more details call 0121 506 1100. 


business 


commercial 

premises 


BTC PROPERTIES 
UNITS TO LET 

1,800 Sq Ft Coseley 
4,500 Sq Ft High St Tipton 
1,500 SQ Ft Tipton 
Offices also available. 

Flexible terms 
Call 01902 497696 or 
07779 331335 


WORKSHOPS/ 

WAREHOUSES 

TO LET 

Cradley Heath, 

1.50 per sq ft 

Call Matt Moore 07932 377740 

commercial 
premises sale / let 

OFFICE TO LET £30pw inc. Long 
or short term, quiet location, fur¬ 
nished, car park, 24/7 access 1 
mile from jet 9 M6 07545 909693. 
UNITS & OFFICE SPACE to let in 
Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318 

public & legal 
notices 


SUSAN BUTLER deceased 

Pursuant to Section 27, Trustee Act 1925 
(as amended) 

Notice is hereby given that any person 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the above named, late of 51 
Schofield Avenue, West Bromwich, West 
Midlands B71 2AN, who died on 1 
December 2010, and Administration to 
whose Estate was granted on 28 November 
2012, is required to send written particulars 
to the undersigned by 1 March 2013. After 
this date the Administratrix will distribute the 
Estate among the persons entitled thereto 
having regard only to the claims and interests 
of which she receives notice. 

Edwin Coe 1LP, 2 Stone Buildings, 

Lincoln's Inn, London WC2A 3TH, 

Ref: BOS/BUT.46.1 
Solicitors for the Administratrix 


WINIFRED SADIE CLENTON 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 263 Hallam 
Court Hallam Street West Bromwich 
West Midlands B71 4HT and Churchfield 
Court 236 All Saints Way West Bromwich 
West Midlands, who died on 20/11/2012, 
are required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 01/03/2013, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard 
only to claims and interests of which they 
have had notice. 

BACHES SOLICITORS 

Lombard House Cronehills Linkway 

West Bromwich B70 7PL T366319 

LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 
Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email m.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council 

Regeneration and Economy Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under the planning acts which 
it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 



Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, West 
Midlands, B69 3DE 

(between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday to Thursday, and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via the Council’s Public 
Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the website, or should 
write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days for Listed Building or Conservation Area 
consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting the application reference number. 

Mr Nick Bubalo 

Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


property 


accommodation to 
let 



No Deposit 
**Move In Today** 

from £99pw 
Rooms from £60pw* 
‘Includes Most Bills 
D.S.S WELCOME IN STUDIO/ROOMS 
Bilston, Dudley, Walsall, 
Wednesbury, West Brom, 
Darlaston, Wolverhampton, 
700+ Properties, New Daily, 
Check Website - Live List 
WANTED LANDLORDS 
AND PROPERTIES 

Tel 0121 568 7400 
j9accommodation.com 


[MidjandM 


Midland Landlord Accreditalion Scheme 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the 
Accommodation Agencies Act 
1953, for an Agency to charge a 
fee simply for the registration of 
your requirements and/or sup- 
’ ‘ g particulars of premises to 


plying p 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 


BROWNHILLS, 2-bed house, 
GCH, parking, gardens, close to 
town, £120pw. 07921 589868. 


DSSMOVE.CO.UK the property 
website where every property 
says yes to DSS tenants 


LARGE TWO BED flat for rent, 
Rugeley area, £450 pm. All new 
interior. 01889 577465. 


ONE BED flat, Tipton, suit single 
or couple, un furnished, small 
garden, £350pcm. 01905 426988. 

WEST BROMWICH, large self con¬ 
tained bedsits by town centre, no 
upfront deposits, move in 
straight away, DSS 35+ welcome, 
07989 619386 


. 


properties wanted 




I BUY HOUSES 
AND FLATS 
ANY CONDITION 
CALL RONA 
07956 929 151 
Your local property investor 


CASH BUYER - 7 Day Completion. 
Any Property Considered: 
Telephone 01902 489901. 

Need To Sell Your House Fast? 
Guaranteed Quick Offer. Up to 
100% of market value ! Call Sue 
on 0121 285 0317. 

PLOT OF LAND FOR SALE 

with planning permission for 
detached house. For futher 
details 07790 532348 
PROPERTY WANTED any condi¬ 
tion. Long term let. Guaranteed 
above market rent paid for right 
property. Call Sarah on 0121 526 
6410 


motoring 


accessories & 
services 

accessories & services 


TL HARVEY 

DISMANTLER 

Always try TL Harvey 1st 
• Guaranteed second hand parts 
Closed Sundays 
WEDNESBURY WS10 8LJ 

0121 526 2341 
01902 492144 

www.tlharvey.com 


cars under £1500 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differenti¬ 
ate between Private and 
Trade. 


BMA Established 25 years 
Wide range of vehicles 
£700-£1500. 

Full Mot / Warranties 
Major Credit cards 
www.bmamotors.co.uk 
01902 490555 
Dale St Bilston WV14 7JY 


CITROEN SAXO 1.1 1997, 10 
months MoT, tax, cd player. Very 
good condition, £450. 07811 
988833. 

CORSA 1.2 SXi 16v, 2004, tax/MoT, 
service history, black alloys, 
power steering, £1,450. 07811 
988788. 

FORD ESCORT 1600cc R reg, 
tax/MoT until 2013, silver, 
£450 ono. 

01785 261960. 


LANDROVER FREE- 
LANDER GS 1800cc Petrol, 51 
plate, 2dr, removeable hard 
top. sunroof, 10 months MoT 4 
months Tax. 57,000 miles, Red, 
tow bar, Immaculate condi- 
tion.£l,475.01543 573939/ 
07733 063247. 

MERCEDES Blue, CLK230 Avant 

Garde, 2-dr, petrol, tax and MoT 
Jan 31, 2013. 101k miles, £1,450. 
01922 685502. 

NISSAN PRIMERA 1.8, petrol, 
2001,7 months tax, 8 months MoT, 
67,000 miles, immaculate, £450. 
07966 279449. 

ROVER 25 3Dr, 2003, MoT, 52,000 
miles, service history, £795 ono. 
01543 573130 - 07802 694664. 
ROVER 25 3dr, 2003, MoT, 52,000 
miles, service history, £875 ono. 
01543 573130 - 07802 694664. 
ROVER 25 3dr, 2003, MoT, 52,000 
miles, service history, £795 ono. 
01543 573130 - 07802 694664. 
SUZUKI SWIFT GLS lOOOcc. 2001. 
Metallic blue, excellent condi¬ 
tion. 26,000 miles. 12 months MoT. 
£1,000. o.n.o. 01922 417093. 


VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 

ELEGANCE diesel, 7 seater, 
2001, tow bar, 140,000 miles. Very 
clean. £795 ovno. 07976 765151. 

VOLKSWAGAN GOLF TDi SE 1.9, 
1998, 11 months MoT, 5 months 
tax, cd, alloys. All SE extras, £850. 
07570 466779. 


cars over £1500 


FORD MONDEO 2002,85000 miles, 
abs, aircon, central locking, pas, 
diesel, alloys, CD, Mot August, 
£1,750. 01952 582090 
HONDA CRV, 2009, 35,000 miles, 
black, abs, electric, fsh, alarm, 
long MoT, pas, diesel, tax, ES 
model, £15,250 ono. 01922497909. 
JAGUAR S TYPE 03, 3.01, only 
56,000 miles, tax, MoT, excellent 
condition, £3,600 ono. 01543 
274400 or 07778 444401. 


LAND ROVER 
DISCOVERY TD5S 

2001, 82k miles, grey, abs, elec¬ 
tric windows, fsh, alarm, 10 
months MoT, central locking, 
diesel, tax till end of 
month, alloys, CD. 

£4,250 ono. 07943 976325. 

MITSUBISHI L200 Animal, black, 
diesel, tax and MoT March 2013, 
56,000 miles, £7,950. 

01922 685502. 

MITSUBISHI PAJERO Exceed, 
2.8TD LWB, Auto, L reg, MoT oct 
13, Tax April 13. £1,850. ono. Con¬ 
sider Part X. 0779 6633988. 


SKODA FABIA 

1 2009, 14600 miles, Blue, fsh, 
long MoT, central locking, one 
owner, tax, CD, petrol, As 
new,tow bar,roof rack,1.2 
manual, 

£4,995 ono. 
07584468804 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 

2005, 43,500 miles, dark blue, 
Twinport, tax/MoT end Jan. 
£3,000. 

01938 553110. 


commercial 

vehicles 

NISSAN CABSTAR pickup, 52 
reg., 2.7 diesel, 11 months MoT, 5 
months tax, 85,000 miles, good 
condition. £2,500. 07796 161397. 

TRANSIT CONNECT 08, T200 L90, 
diesel, 1800, air con, 50,000k, 
£4,600 no VAT. 07767 762134. 


motorbikes 


coggers rr 

MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 



MOTORCYCLES WANTED Cash 
on collection. All Bikes 
01902 312939 / 07748 150779 
YAMAHA YZF250 2006 model, 
never been raced, Bad Boy FMX 
graphics, very good condition, 
£1,200. Brownhills 07836 568903. 


Z' 


driving tuition 


\ 


AUTOMATIC 
DRIVING TUITION 

Teaching able bodied and disabled. 

Fully adapted vehicle. 

Two hour assessment lesson £30. 
Patient female instructor 

Telephone 07791 486560 

FANTASTIC OFFERS 1st four 
lessons from £6.50 each. From £14 
therafter. Call: 01384 886108. 


Get 95-100% For Your House-FAST! 


& 100% Confidential. No obligation 
^Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


^Free valuation. Free consultation 
^Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 



leisure 


boats & water 
sports 

SHETLAND 498 BOAT. Ideal 
for inland water or sea, New 
Tohatsu 40hp 2 stroke engine, 
on galvanised trailer, many 
extras. 

£4,750 ono. 

07885 327598. 


in your garden 


SANDWELL STONE & FENCING 

5% off all Fencing Products. 
Supply/or fit. 0121 5447883. 
sandwellstoneandfencing.com 


pets corner 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Potential purchasers of 
puppies or kittens are strongly 
recommended to see the 
puppy/kitten in its home envi¬ 
ronment with its 
parent/parents. 

BORDER COLLIE PUPPIES 

Ready now. £150. 

07960 800718. 

CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES tiny 
smooth coated, cream and white, 
boys and girls ready now. £500 
07955 212449. 

JACK RUSSELL bitch, 8 years, 
good temperament, no other 
pets, free to good home. 

07971 247234. 

SHIH TZU Puppies, with papers, 8 
weeks old. £350. 

0121 439 6480. 

SHIH-TZU CROSS JACK Russell 
pups, three girls, one boy, £150. 
07773 927160 / 01922 511993. 

TEA CUP CHIHUAHUA 5 years 
old male, lovely nature, genuine 
sale. £250. 07856 540577. 


r 

■=1 

L 

jobs I 


BILLY THOMAS 
HGV DRIVER TRAINING 

Inc B+E (CAR & TRAILER), 
THEORY, CPC TRAINING, 
1-2-1 TUITION 

CALL 01902 744726 
OR 07831 646601 


Short breaks, holidays 
and long haul adventures 
to destinations near 
and far 


cleaners 


building & 
construction 

GROUND WORKER /Ganger read 
drawings, ideally CPCS. 07903 
801205 


dentistry 


PART TIME DENTAL NURSE / 
RECEPTIONIST required for a 
mixed NHS private practice in 
Smethwick. 

Please contact by email 
rkumarl87@googlemail.com 

employment 

wanted 

BRICKLAYER REQUIRES 

extensions, garden walling and 
repointing work. 07957 498758. 


...by coach, rail, 
Eurostar, self-drive 
and air 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 207, KA, 
Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
Male & Female Instructors. 

Manual & Automatic 

Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 

07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


Patient, Friendly, Reliable, Instructors 

First Lesson FREE 
5 Lessons £50 

Male & Female Instructors 
High First Time Pass Rate 
Crash Courses Available 
1 -2 Week Pass Courses 
Pass Plus Courses 
Refresher Lessons 

Pay as you go or Block Booking Discounts 

07799 200500 or 
0121 4000 121 

www.one2onedrivingschool.org.uk 


scrap vehicles 


star V extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Brought to you by the 


Express & Star 


CHRIS 
PAYS CASH 
TODAY 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate 
of destruction. 

Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

01902 493110 1Daytime 
0121 525 5813J y 
01902 659775 - evenings 


BJ CARS PAYS MORE 

GUARANTEED 

Scrap it legally, NO fines, NO comebacks. 
All scrap cars/vans wanted 

CASH TODAY 
01902 498542 
01902 658792 EVE 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 

VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


1st CHOICE 


01902 562853 
07977 499516 1^1 I 
07895 346811- 24 hrs 


A&A PAY MORE 

GUARANTEED 


I DVLA REGISTERED SCRAP IT LEGALLYl 
ALL SCRAP CARS, VANS AND TRUCKS I 

Call Anytime I 


01902 783107 
0121 553 1944 


TOP PRICE PAID FOR SCRAP CARS 

NO WHEELS? NO KEYS? 

NO PROBLEM! 

24hr collection, 7 days, any area 

07500 042351 


vehicle hire 


BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 
HIRE AND DRIVE Low cost c 
hire, WS10 8JG. 0121 5686438 
www.HireandDrive.co.uk 


, 


vehicles wanted 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for your unwanted car 
/ van 01902 495758 / 07903 549849 


Sell it... 
classified 

01902 317878 


CENTRAL 
TRANSPORT 
TRAINING 

H«V. PCI. <U UCEHCt MTEOMIfl 
CPC M0 un CMim 
MinunnMKMn 


0800 975 7121 
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Local Tradesmen 



AERIALS 


ELECTRICIANS 


MOTORING ACCESSORIES 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

£20 OFF 

(WITH THIS ADVERT) 

WE ARE LOCAL, 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT 
WHO YOU CAN TRUST 
EXTRA TV POINTS £45 

FREE QUOTES 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785 / 07919 597626 


RAPID AERIALS 

ALL TYPES OF AERIALS 
FITTED & REPAIRS 

• 10% discount for OAPs 
• Same day service 
• Freeview Specialist 
• Free call out / Free estimates 
• Extensions 

0800 633 6899 
0T960 1T3689 



BUNDS & CURTAINS 


BARGAIN BUNDS & CURTAINS 



BUILDERS 




BUILDING 
SERVICES 

\Ne specialise in: 
Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Plastering, Alterations 

For Free No Obligation Quote call Adrian 

0121 5565806-07950904087 



ARCHER J 
ELECTRICAL Y 
SERVICES $ 


Mod-Cert I F.R. Bastable & San 


k All electrical 
repairs undertaken, 

I ★ Electric showers 
. ★ Security lights 
★ Extra sockets and lights 
I ★ Rewires 

, ★ Burglar alarms Installation, 
Repair & Service all makes. 

I Free Quotes 

Telephone: 0121-556 7024 
, Mobile: 07956 954763 


A Complete rewires 

• Shower installations 
9 Testing/Certs 

• Fuseboard upgrades 

• Security Alarms 

• Domestic/Commercial/Industrial 
Call now for a Free Quote 

Tel: 0121-533 9227 
24 HOUR 07733 344558 




Reg EPP31405 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


MB} electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: - 


mbelectric. co. uk N 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


AM ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 13 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And ParfRemres / Fuse Boards 
Upgrade's / Shower*/ Extra Sockets 
PAT Testingl^Safety Reports 


IBTOt 


PAT Testingf*Safety Reports 
CCTV / BurgulaffAl a rms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 23><Q ^ 
07785 781652, 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 

Friendly Service 

For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 6359152 
07816817744 


FENCING 


T&D FENCING 


K 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


WINTER PRICE REDUCTIONS 


5% DISCOUNT ON ALL FENCING 


PRODUCTS INCLUDING GATES 



g 0121-565 4533 


GARDENING 


PJC Construction I ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


• Over 35 years experience 

• Sandwell & Birmingham MBC approved 

• Free Quotations in all types of building work 

• Full Renovations, Extensions, Fitted Kitchens 
& Bathrooms including wet rooms 

• New windows & conservatories 

• Garden walling & patios 

Tel: 0121 429 5024 Mob: 07774 854601 

179 Balden Road, Harborne B32 2ES M 
Email: p crook@sky.com B9 



*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting 
*Driveways & Patios 

*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (5 mil) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


J* O 

me 


Suppliers of 

quality automotive components to 
both the trade and retail. 

Old fashioned 

customer service and many years of 
experience backed 
by competitive pricing and a large 
stock holding. 

Call us today for an instant quote on 
your requirements! 

• Electrical Spares 

• Cooling Components 

• Wiper Blades 

• Paint & Bodyshop Supplies 

• Key Cutting 

• Number Plates 


• Batteries 

(with 3 year guarantee!) 

• Clutches 

• Service Spares 

• Braking Components 

• Oil & Fluids 

• Starters and Alternators 

• Steering and Suspension Parts • Plus lots, lots more! 


Telephone: 9121 5522851 

Open 7 days a week 

33-35 Langley High Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 4SN 



LINDOPS 
LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, ( 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07816 086369 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, 
Landlord Certificate’s, Worcester 
Bosch & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas - 


UPVC Drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 
£185 fully fitted 


SIN HEATING SOLUTIONS 


Complete central heating Installation 
A Rated (Combi boiler, 7 rads) from £1900 
LPG Work Now Being Undertaken 
A Rated Boiler Change from £950 
Tank System to Combi Boiler from £111 

Tel:078l4 881504 

3003^7 NO OBLIGATION • FREE OUOTE 



LOFT SERVICES 

♦ Loft Flooring Fitted 

♦ New or enlarged loft access 

♦ Loft Ladders 



Wewill be closing on Friday 21st Decemb 
and reopen Wednesday 2nd January 

^minlWIIEBQDvMielEmiMMmar 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 




U S E H O L D 

_ _ M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs est 
{ iEP e Supply and fit or fit only \4££i 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 

r.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 


K.S.T Plumbing, 
Heating and Gas 
Fitting Service 


Boilers, extra radiators, 
bathrooms, kitchens, 
cookers and fires 
FREE QUOTES 
BEST PRIC ES 

0121556 5906 
07884 266330 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) k Flooring 
* Complete House Renovation 
★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 

★ Plumbing / emergencies —_ 

★ Bunding work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 



& 


KEIM 

BAIMIMISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


• Domestic and commercial 

• All plumbing work 
undertaken 

•All pipe work 
unblocked 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
9121 557 5958 


Q3J 


: ARTEXMAN l 

* Complete range * 

* Repairs and coving * 

* FOR FREE ESTIMATE * 

* Telephone Tim on Sedgley * 

t (01902)675144/ : 

* 07890 655189 * 


Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes 

General plumbing repairs and guttering 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 


P. A. Palmer 

Plasterer 

Covers the Whole 
of Sandwell 

Tel: 01384 250997 


PAVING 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 



Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


LS SERVICES s MAINTENANCE 



ALL ASPECTS OF WORK UNDERTAKEN, FROM THE FRONTTO 
THE REAR GARDEN FROMTHE CHIMNEYTOTHE CELLAR. 


CALL: 07939 592978 


To advertise your business and reach 78,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01902319590 

0 

E-mail us at... ^ 

L.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk M 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Lisa Dandy, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake I 

Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB. ML 
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Local Tradesmen 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 




I 

FOR 

THE BEST TRADESMEN 
IN SANDWELL 

Join these businesses and grow your 
company by advertising in the Local 
Tradesmen published weekly in the 
Sandwell Chronicle. 

Promote your business from only 


per 
week* 

l *5cm x 1 col booked 52 weeks 


To advertise your business and reach 
over 60,000 potential customers... 

Lisa Dandy, Sandwell Chronicle 
Black Lake Regional Centre 
West Bromwich. B70 OQB 

01902 319590 

L.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk 



ROOFING 


SMITHS PROFESSIONAL 
ROOFING SPECIALIST 


Over 30 Years’ ExperienceMember of 
MASTER BUILDERS FEDERATION 
Reliable, small family business 

REDUCED 
RATES OAPS 
FREE ESTIMATES 

All work backed by written guarantee 

Roof sealing. Save the cost of a 
new roof, have it sealed. Pointing, 
Guttering, Flat Roofing, Chimneys, 
Slates and Tiles 

Tel: 0121-555 6542 

WOODLANDS STREET 
SMETHWICK 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 



0121 553 3020 



ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 


Rubbish Removal 

Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 


(No skips) 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich _ 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 



nnR’Q r^n 

| HUD O | 20YEARS | ■ 

RUBBISH 

"A CHEAP RUBBISH 1 
I REMOVAL 7 DAYS I 

Small Jobs * ~ 

| NO PROBLEM 

_ We load, 

I No Skips 

I Free Estimates 

I Garden, Household, Shed, I 

I Garage, Fridges, White . 
Goods, House Clearances I 

10121 500 60331 

WEST BROMWICH 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 
•Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


SPECIALISTS 



• Bromley Carpets promise not to overcharge you for 
carpet or flooring 

• And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and removing 
old carpets and waste 

• FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 

• Unfortunately, due to overwhelming demand for 
carpet fitting, laminate flooring and contract work, 
we are unable to offer a dedicated carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service at this time. 


> 4 £/. IVIXMOR 
CREDIT 
CXXRDS 
j*\ CCEE* TED 

Call Andy or Tommy Bromley on 0121-525 8870 
□HHl 07956 308581 
Bromley Carpets is a Trade Mark Registered Company 

BEWARE OF IMMITMTIONS 




Mobile ff 

r - 

Specialists in 

LinM 

Pay As You Go, 
unlocking, 
repairs, 
accessories 


®^Eq7CD3227 

31A Birmingham Street 


Oldbury, B694DY 


0121 5446006 



To advertise your business and reach over 78,000 potential customers... 

BE 

Call us on... 

01902319577 JK3 

E-mail us at... 

a.sehemby@expressandstar.co.uk 

Post to... ^ 

Aneil Sehemby, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB A 
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Fortunate 
deflection 
but win is 
deserved 

Bashley 0 Stourbridge 1 

SEAN EVANS’ deflected 
shot was enough for Stour¬ 
bridge’s deserved first win 
at Bashley. 

Stourbridge, playing up 
the slope in the first half, 
had a chance on nine 
minutes as Luke Benbow 
slipped the ball to Ben 
Billingham. His shot was 
blocked by Bashley keeper 
Stuart Moore’s leg. 

Soon after, defender Elliot 
Wheeler prevented Glass- 
boys’ Sean Evans getting to 
Drew Canavan’s cross. 

In the 35th minute of the 
Evo-Stik Southern Premier 
game Gavin Hurren played 
the ball forward, Benbow got 
the better of Ian Richardson 
but blazed off-target. 

Paul McCone was dispos¬ 
sessed outside the Glass- 
boys’ box two minutes later. 

Wheeler fed Mark Gamble 
to deliver a deep cross. Ian 
Oliver’s header hit the bar. 

Gary Hackett’s men used 
the slope after the restart to 
hold the ascendancy for good 
spells but it took time for 
their dominance to pay off. 

In the 51st minute Evans, 
Billingham and Benbow 
combined with Moore saving 
at Evans’ feet after a 
Benbow pass. 

Hooked 

A minute later Benbow 
hooked the ball for Billing¬ 
ham to cut in from the byline 
for a left-foot shot heading 
wide. Benbow got his head to 
it but the ball hit the post. 

Moments later Benbow 
hit the post with a shot on 
the turn. In the 57th minute 
a strong run forward by 
Bashley’s Wheeler ended as 
he hit his shot wide. 

In the 72nd minute Evans 
linked with Billingham, who 
slipped a reverse pass to the 
overlapping Evans. 

His shot took a deflection 
off Tim Stephenson to leave 
Moore wrong-footed as the 
ball flew in at his near post. 

Nathan Bennett went 
close to making it two on 79 
minutes with a header from 
Geddes’ left-wing free-kick 
that was creeping in before 
Moore clawed the ball away. 

Stourbridge had a chance 
clinch it as a Geddes header 
put Benbow clear, but he 
side-footed wide of the post. 

In stoppage time a 20- 
yard Stokoe drive took a 
deflection to beat Solly, but 
the ball flew wide. 

From the corner Charlie 
Knight’s header through a 
mass of bodies appeared to 
hit the flailing arm of 
Osborne on the line but the 
referee turned down penalty 
appeals before blowing for 
full-time seconds later. 



Jason Welborn, left, and Martin Gethin at the Walsall show 

Picture: UKOBoxing 


Contenders' good night out 


BLACK COUNTRY British title 
contenders Jason Welborn and 
Martin Gethin were outside the 
ring at Walsall FC. 

The two, who each fight for a British 
title at Walsall Town Hall next month, 
were guests at an amateur show at 
Walsall FC. 

But they will be inside the ropes at 
Walsall Town Hall on Friday, January 
18. 

Welborn, from Rowley Regis, chal¬ 
lenges Birmingham’s British welter¬ 
weight champion Frankie Gavin while 
Gethi n takes on Ben Murphy for the 
vacant British and Commonwealth 


Boxing 


lightweight titles. “It was a good 
night,” said Welborn. “There were 12 
really good bouts involving youngsters 
from all over the Midlands and it was 
nice to be a part of the evening.” 

Welborn and Gethin are both 
managed by Errol Johnson. 

They have been training together 
regularly as they prepare for the 
biggest nights of their boxing lives in 
the new year. 

“Training has been going well,” 
declared Gethin. 

“I get on really well with Jason and 


enjoy working with him. We both know 
what the other one is going through 
and how important the fights are to us 
both. 

“We’re able to help each other 
through. 

“We’re both feeling good and will be 
100 per cent ready come fight night.” 

Tickets for the Frank Warren Show 
- in association with EJKO Promo¬ 
tions - are priced at £30 and £60 and 
are available from Walsall Town Hall 
Box Office on 0845 111 2900. 

The show will be live and exclusive 
on BoxNation (Sky Channel 
437/Virgin Channel 546). 

Details at www.boxnation.com 


Albion try hard, but 
can't nail Hammers 



James Collins gets to grips with Peter Odemwingie Albion’s Zoltan Gera takes a tumble, courtesy of Mark Noble’s foul 


Albion 0 West Ham 0 


ALBION may have been frus¬ 
trated by the Hammers, but at 
least the point snapped a Premier 
League run of three successive 
defeats. 

Try as they might, the Baggies could not 
find a way through a stubborn West Ham 
defence, writes Steve Madeley. 

Yet Steve Clarke’s men hammered hard 
enough on the visitors’ door in the second 
half to suggest the sparkling form that pro¬ 
pelled them into the top three in November 
is still bubbling away. 

After a first half that was flat in the stands 
and dire on the field, the hosts dominated 
the second period and only the Hammers’ 
woodwork and a couple of crucial defensive 
interceptions denied Clarke the victory over 
his former employers that his current side’s 
overall display merited. 

Attack 

But Albion, having rediscovered some of 
the attacking zest that had deserted them in 
their three previous matches, found that 
fortune had abandoned them against a Sam 
Allardyce side, who were content after half¬ 
time to settle for a share of the spoils as their 
hosts pegged them back. 

Christmas will bring with it some fixtures 
that Albion will view as an opportunity to 
cement their position in the upper echelons 
of the top flight. Despite Sunday’s scoreline, 
they should now attack them with some of 
their early-season momentum restored. 

They made a positive start and only a 
smart interception from Winston Reid pre¬ 
vented Shane Long getting on the end of a 
decent through ball in the opening stages. 

But a little of the verve drained away as 
the first half wore on with Boaz My hill, 
playing his seventh game in place of injured 
No. 1 Ben Foster, smothering a dangerous 
centre from Matt Taylor as Matt Jarvis 
lurked on the edge of the six-yard box. There 


were a couple of efforts at goal from the 
Baggies, first when James Morrison blasted 
a shot a yard wide from outside the area 
after a link-up between Peter Odemwingie 
and Chris Brunt, then when Long wriggled 
free of two defenders just inside the box and 
flashed an effort wide. 

Both Odemwingie and Brunt tried their 
luck from distance, too, but saw their efforts 
held comfortably by Jussi Jaaskelainen in 
the Hammers’ goal. 

Albion had held the edge for the opening 
half-hour but it was the visitors who should 
have gone ahead on 32 minutes from a 
corner. James Collins leapt highest to nod 
down Mark Noble’s flag-kick and Reid, at 
full stretch, sent a shot over the bar. 

Long-range shots continued to provide 
the best chance of an opener and Myhill had 
to parry uncomfortably from a Carlton Cole 
effort that swerved wickedly. But there was 


no breakthrough as a dour first half had an 
appropriately tepid end. 

Albion made a purposeful start to the 
second period and forced a succession of 
corners, two of which almost brought goals. 
One flag-kick was helped across the face of 
goal by Zoltan Gera for Morrison, whose 
effort struck Reid and looped over. 

And another was cleared as far as Morri¬ 
son, who misdirected a shot well wide. 

But the Hammers went even closer 
moments later when Gary O’Neil bent a 
long-range effort fractionally off target. 

Youssouf Mulumbu rolled a shot wide for 
the Baggies after smart build-up play by 
Odemwingie, while Noble sent an effort into 
the side netting after a sharp turn in the 
Baggies’ six-yard box. 

However, after a brief increase in the 
tempo at the beginning of the second period, 
the game soon slipped back into its pre¬ 


interval tempo and became scrappy again. 

There was a momentary outbreak of 
excitement when another long-range effort, 
this time by Gera, bounced awkwardly in 
front of Jaaskelainen and was spilled by the 
keeper, but Long was unable to direct his dif¬ 
ficult follow-up. 

A tactical switch saw Odemwingie moved 
from his central starting position to a wider 
role. And the Nigeria star tormented Guy 
Demel and almost handed the opening goal 
on a plate for Long, who was only denied by 
Reid’s vital interception. 

The Baggies’ dominance increased as the 
second half progressed with the Hammers 
seemingly content to defend but they were 
almost breached with 17 minutes remaining 
when Morrison crashed a header against the 
crossbar from a Brunt corner. It was a 
moment that summed up Albion’s superior¬ 
ity, but underlined the day’s frustrations. 


Hearsey 
hits five 
in Sports 
goal glut 

Dudley Sports 8 Pegasus 0 

DUDLEY Sports hit eight 
goals with a pulsating per¬ 
formance against Pegasus. 

Sports ran riot in the first 
half of the West Midlands 
Premier game, hitting six 
goals as Pegasus had no 
answer to the home side’s 
fast-flowing attacking play. 

On five minutes Luke 
Williams curled a beauty 
into the top corner from 25 
yards. Oily Butler made it 
two in the 15th minute, fin¬ 
ishing from eight yards after 
a Matt Hearsey cross. 

Then it became the 
Hearsey show as he helped 
himself to the next four 
goals. All were similar as he 
outpaced the defenders 
before finishing crisply. 

Sports started the second 
half as they finished the 
first - on the attack - and the 
seventh goal soon arrived, 
with Hearsey running from 
the halfway line before ham¬ 
mering the ball past the 
advancing goalkeeper. 

Butler completed the 
scoring after good work from 
Mark Gore. 

Results: Bilbrook South U9 10 
Dudley Sports East U9 0, Dudley 
Sports West U10 2 (Connor Hughes 2) 
Bilbrook North U10 2, Dudley Sports 
Dynamos U14 2 (Liam Cullen, George 
Taylor) Dudley Juniors U141, Evesham 
U11 Girls 1 Dudley Sports U11 Girls 10 
(Kirsty Hampton 3, Katie Smith 3, 
Hannah Fellows 2, Kelly Nicklin 2), 
Santiago Ladies 3 Dudley Sports 
Ladies 1 (Chole Gwilliams). 

Sixth win 
completed 
with ease 

Shifnal Town 0 Dudley Town 3 

DUDLEY TOWN eased to 
their sixth victory in the last 
seven West Midlands Pre¬ 
mier games. 

Inside two minutes a 
Danny Ludlow corner was 
knocked on by Grant Joshua 
and Ross Love headed into 
the roof of Chris Worrall’s 
net. 

The Black Country visi¬ 
tors dominated proceedings 
but despite this they had to 
wait until the 38th minute to 
extend their lead. 

A beautiful curved pass 
from Joshua deceived the 
Shropshire club’s defence, 
allowing Dreniz Bala plenty 
of space to round Worrall 
and tap into the empty net. 

Dudley got their third in 
slightly controversial cir¬ 
cumstances. 

The referee rejected a 
huge offside appeal and it 
allowed an unchallenged 
run in on goal for Bala, who 
again rounded Worrall and 
tapped home for his second. 



JCT ■ Extensive range of blind & shutter Ring for 
designs and materials FREE 

Guarantee ■ Prompt and efficient service Quote 

Call 0121 624 2053 

www.daviesblinds.co.uk 

Quality & Professionalism Assured 


Little Bangle 



Little Bangla Now Officially 
Little Bangla Crew Sponsoring 

Inviting You for the Best The Little Albion Football Club 
Food & Service West Bromwich 

OUR NEW YEAR S GIFT 
To dll am- cuftomerf and Triendl 

£5.00 off on £25.00 spend 
£10.00 off on £50.00 spend 

Offer from Jan 10th until the end of Feb 2013 
Sun to Thurs off our normal menu 

Wishing all our customers a 
Happy Christmas & a Happy New Year 
23 Langley High St 
Oldbury, Birmingham B69 4SN 
Tel: 0121 5324720/0121 4398163 
Mob: 07861 725160 
Web: www.littlebangla.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/littlebangla uttiebangiai 


CAPRICORN INTERIORS 



OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE 


PALERMO LEATHER SUITE 
Special Christmas Offer 

£299 to our first customer 
then £399.99 





OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE 

DAVINCI SUITE 3+2 
Special Christmas Offer 

£299 to our first customer 
then £349.99 


SALE STARTS on 27th December at 10.00 am 

(preview on Saturday 22nd) 


THE REAL SALE WHERE SALE PRICES ARE EVEN LOWER 

Fabric Corner Suites .from £279.99 Faux Leather Bed Frames.from £79.99 I 

Faux Leather Suites.from £299.99 3ft Single Beds..from £49.99 

Indus Corner Suite 1st customer ..£299.99 then £349.99 (selected colours) One Only Metal Bunk Bed with 2 mattresses ..... £149.99 

LOTS MORE OFFERS IN STORE _■ 


33 Birmingham Street, \ 
Oldbury Town Centre B69 4DY 

0121 344 4440 

www.capricorn interiors.co.uk 


Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm 
Sunday 12 Noon-4pm 

\ Small Deposit Secures Price 
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Smothered 

Albion suffocated 
by the Hammers 

Page 39 



Title target I 

Welborn prepares ' 
for championship 
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Sports Desk 01902 319461 


e-mail: chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 


Battling 
display 
helps to 
get draw 

Wednesbury 24 
Stourbridge Lions 24 

WEDNESBURY, needing a 
win to boost their standing 
in Midlands Three West 
(North), fought back from 
13-0 down to draw. 

The first half was poor 
from Wednesbury’s point of 
view as they battled hard to 
keep their lines clear. 

The visitors made a break¬ 
through on 15 minutes with 
a penalty, and increased 
their advantage two min¬ 
utes later with a converted 
try. Stourbridge kept up the 
pressure and landed another 
penalty on 25 minutes. 

This seemed to spur on 
Wednesbury and 10 minutes 
later they were awarded a 
penalty on the Stourbridge 
five-metre line, took a quick 
tap and played the ball to 
Chris Handley to crash over 
the line for a try. Nick Bid- 
dlecombe converted. 

Perfect 

But within two minutes 
Stourbridge scored another 
try to lead 18-7 at the break. 

Wednesbury started the 
second half like a team on a 
mission; within five minutes 
Wednesbury’s centre Mitch 
Grearly rounded off an 
excellent move to go over for 
their first try. 

They were now control¬ 
ling the game and with their 
pack dominating their oppo¬ 
nents, they finished off a 
perfect move for Chris 
Bartley to go over for 
Wednesbury’s third try. Bid- 
dlecombe added the conver¬ 
sion. 

Three minutes later 
Wednesbury centre Jack 
McNaney received the ball 
on the halfway line and went 
on a storming run evading 
desperate tackles by the 
Stourbridge defence finish¬ 
ing off the move going over 
in the corner for Wednes¬ 
bury’s fourth try. 

Stourbridge finished off 
the scoring with a penalty to 
square the game. 

200 take part in 
orienteer event 

MORE THAN 200 people 
took part as orienteering 
club Octavian Droobers 
staged the last of their 11 
West Midlands League 
events for the year at Sutton 
Park, Sutton Coldfield. 

Eight courses of various 
lengths and difficulty were 
put together by Bob 
Brandon for the 211 com¬ 
petitors of all ages. 

Winners were Catherine 
Bailey, Callum Pearman, 
Roger Hailey, Heather 
Craig, Hilary Palmer, 
Hamish Rogers, Matt Elk- 
ington and Will Gardner. 



Nicolas Covatti - deal 


Covatti returns but storm over Auty 


FANS’ favourite Nicolas Covatti is 
on his way back to Birmingham for 
the 2013 season. But the Brummies 
are now engaged in a row with 
neighbours Coventry after 
announcing the return of Bees asset 
Josh Auty for 2013. 

Birmingham joint boss Graham 
Drury said of Auty: “It’s great to 
have him back for a second season. 

“We had permission from Coven¬ 
try at the end of last season to do a 
deal with him and we’re pleased to 
have everything concluded.” 

However, both clubs are also 


Speedway 


thought to be interested in using 
Coventry asset Ben Barker, who 
tracked with the Brummies last 
season. 

And Brandon promoter Mick 
Horton declared: “Josh cannot be 
named in the Birmingham team. 
They have not been given permis¬ 
sion to speak to Josh until such time 
as the Ben Barker situation is 
resolved.” 

Argentine-born Covatti, however, 
will be back at Perry Barr. He was a 


hit when arriving in August and will 
tackle a first full Elite League season 
at Selco Brummies. 

Determination and an all-action 
style made the rider, who has an 
Italian passport, popular as he 
claimed big scalps, including that of 
Wolves’ star Freddie Lindgren. 

Further good news came yester¬ 
day with a ruling that Covatti have a 
three-point average, assisting the 
club’s team-building plans. 

Covatti, who races for Moto Club 
La Favorita in Vicenza, Italy, was 
taken to Perry Barr by joint team 


manager Phil Morris. He will return 
to the UK in March. Morris said: 
“He’s keen to learn, we want him at 
Birmingham and, most importantly, 
he wants to ride for the Brummies. 

“In some ways it was a gamble 
bringing him over this year, but 
thankfully the gamble paid off hand¬ 
somely for the club.” 

Brummies co-owner Alan Phillips 
is delighted with the signing. He 
said: “While, as far as possible, we 
wish to track a predominately Bri¬ 
tish team, his popularity and poten¬ 
tial was just too good to ignore.” 


ALBION ARE AFTER 
£ 1 .5m FOR WOOD 


ALBION are ready to hold out for £1.5m for 
striker Chris Wood after Championship clubs 
hotted up their interest in the New Zealand 
international. 

Brighton are among the clubs ready to rival Millwall for 
the in-form forward’s signature with the Baggies hoping a 
January bidding war will drive up the value of any deal. 

Millwall, for whom 21-year-old Wood has hit 10 goals in 
17 starts during a successful loan spell, have already tabled 
a £lm bid for the Hawthorns academy graduate. 


But Albion have fielded 
enquiries from several other 
Championship sides includ¬ 
ing Brighton, where Wood 
spent six months on loan in 
the 2010-11 season and 
against whom he netted 
twice on Tuesday night. 

Wood seems likely to leave 
The Hawthorns perma¬ 
nently in January with his 
contract due to expire next 
summer and little indication 
that he figures in Albion’s 
long-term plans. 

Plucked 

But the Baggies are deter¬ 
mined to drive a hard 
bargain for a player they 
plucked from junior football 
in his homeland and nur¬ 
tured in their academy. 

Brighton manager Gus 
Poyet all but confirmed his 
club’s interest, although the 
Seagulls are not yet thought 
to have lodged a formal bid. 

“We had him here when 
he was very young and we 
helped each other,” said the 
Uruguayan. 

“He helped us a lot with 
his power and his goals. I 
think we did our job as well 
to put him in shape, because 
he was still growing up. 

“I think he is a much 
better player now. He is 
mature, he has learnt a lot 
about the game in England. 

“There has been plenty of 
talk and he is a player we 
know very well, which would 


by Steve Madeley 


make it very easy to make a 
decision one way or the 
other.” 

Wood has been a hit at 
Millwall, whose chairman 
John Berylson has con¬ 
firmed a bid. 

Lions manager Kenny 
Jackett said: “He is a player 
we would definitely like to 
pursue once his loan expires. 

“Would that be a perma¬ 
nent deal? Yes. 

“We will have to see what 
January brings, but it is no 
secret that we like Chris and 
we would like to keep him.” 

Meanwhile, full-back 
Goran Popov has thanked 
Baggies fans for their 
musical tribute to his per¬ 
formance in Sunday’s goal¬ 
less draw with West Ham. 

Supporters paid tribute to 
the Macedonia international 
with a song to the tune of the 
Popeye cartoon theme. 

“I didn’t hear the song the 
fans were singing because I 
was just concentrating on 
the game,” said Popov, who 
is on a season-long loan from 
Dynamo Kiev, with a view to 
a permanent deal. 

“But when I went into the 
changing room they told me. 

“Thankyou to the fans for 
that. The kitman is going to 
send to my phone what they 
sing.” 



Windmill show puts on flurry of fights for fans 

NEARLY 450 boxing 
fans packed in to watch 
Windmill ABC’s show at 
the Hadley Stadium, 

Smethwick. 

A 14-bout show fea¬ 
tured home fighters and 
boxers from Bilston 
Boxing Academy, 

Dovecot ABC (Liver¬ 
pool), Doon Valley ABC 
(Scotland), Benny’s 
ABC (Nottingham), 

Leicester clubs Nirvana 
ABC and Braunstone 
Golden Gloves, Gran¬ 
tham ABC (Lines) and 
Royal Leamington Spa. 

Professional light- 
middleweight Nasser Al 
Harbi was among the 
guests and presented 
trophies for the fight of 
the night. 

It saw British No. 1 
and Scottish champion 
David Burrell tackle 
West Midlands cham¬ 
pion Faluk Hussain, 
with the Scot taking the 
victory. 

Other guests included 
Tariq Jahan, a Pride of 
Britain award winner 
and longstanding club 
supporter, and Suz 
Member, a fireman who 
is the first Preston-born 
boxer of Asian back¬ 
ground to turn pro. He 
also manages a youth 
football team and raises 
money for charities. 

For more details 
about Windmill ABC, 
email wind millabc@ 
hotmail.com or visit its 

website www.windmill Boxing champ Nasser Al Harbi, centre, with Faluk Hussain, left, and David Burrell 

abc.weebly.com Picture: Ringside Photography 


Haseley’s 
brace not 
enough 

Mickleover Sports 3 
Halesowen Town 2 

HALESOWEN went down 
to a narrow defeat at lowly 
Mickleover in the Evo-Stik 
Division One South, despite 
two more goals from Ben 
Haseley. 

Mickleover sacked man¬ 
ager Dick Pratley in the 
week and started third from 
bottom so the Yeltz may 
have hoped for more from 
this game. 

Mickleover took the lead 
on 30 minutes when Kieran 
O’Connell shot past Yeltz 
keeper Dean Coleman. 

Haseley equalised two 
minutes later. 

But Mickleover took 
control again on 52 minutes 
when Robert Ritchie-Smith 
volleyed home. 

On 65 minutes, Alex 
Steadman’s low shot beat 
Coleman to make it 3-1. 

Haseley broke clear and 
applied another good finish 
to reduce the deficit on 70. 

One positive for the Yeltz 
was the return of Luke 
Corbett after five weeks out, 
but Gavin Winsper and 
Nathaniel Caines were both 
taken off injured. 

■ Left-sided player Aaron 
Griffiths has returned for a 
second spell with the Yeltz. 

He joined towards the end 
of the 2008-09 season. 

Eagles and Riders 
ready for repeat 

NEWCASTLE EAGLES and 
Jelson Homes DMU Leices¬ 
ter Riders contest the 10th 
British Basketball League 
cup final at the NIA on 
January 13 in a repeat of last 
season’s play-off final. 

Then the Eagles com¬ 
pleted a clean sweep of all 
four BBL competitions with 
a 71-62 win. For tickets, call 
0844 338 8000 or visit 
www.theticketfactory.com 
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2 minutes from ASDA Great Bridge, 
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